JOURNAL OF THE
MYANMAR AGADEMY OF
ARTS AND SCIENGE

English, History, Philosophy, Geography,
Psychology, International Relations,
Oriental Studies

Journal of the Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science, 2026, Vol. XXI11, No.5

Published in August, 2026, English, History, Philosophy, Geography, Psychology,
International Relations, Oriental Studies

Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science



Edition
2026, August, 280 Copies

Copyright
Ministry of Education

Published by
Dr Maung Kyaw (00322) Vice-President,

Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science

ISSN 2520-0186
LCCN 2003-323143

Printed by
U Tin Soe (00171), Manager

Universities Press, Yangon, Myanmar



FOREWORD

On 26 February 2026, the Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science (MAAS) was reconstituted to
accelerate the implementation of four different strategies:

(a) encouraging universities and colleges to engage in more research activities

(b) organizing domestic and international research conferences

(¢) publishing research journals and proceedings, and

(d) fostering research collaboration among local and international universities

Since the year 2001, the MAAS has been making every effort to fulfil these important
functions in collaboration with universities and colleges across the country. As a result, the MAAS
has published research papers in 23 volumes on diverse academic disciplines in the Journal of the
Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science. It is a great honor to say that the 24™ research conference
was successfully held at the University of Yangon on 9-11 March 2024. The theme of this
conference is 'Research and Innovation for Peace, Prosperity and Sustainability’. A total of 369
research papers presented by both faculty and postgraduates at the conference have been published
in Volume XXIII as follows:

Vol. XXIII, No. 1A Chemistry
Vol. XXIII, No. 1B Chemistry, Industrial Chemistry

Vol. XXIII, No. 2 Physics, Mathematics and Computer Studies

Vol. XXIII, No. 3 Zoology, Marine Science, Environment and Water Studies
Vol. XXIII, No. 4 Botany, Geology

Vol. XXIII, No. 5 English, History, Philosophy, Geography, Psychology,

International Relations, Oriental Studies

Vol. XXIII, No. 6 Myanmar

Vol. XXIII, No. 7 Law, Library and Information Studies, Archaeology, Anthropology,
Language and Linguistics

Vol. XXIII, No. 8 Applied Statistics, Management Studies, Statistics, Commerce,

Economics, Journalism and Tourism

Vol. XXIII, No. 9A Educational Theory and Management, Curriculum and
Methodology

Vol. XXIII, No. 9B Educational Psychology

I firmly believe that the empirical research findings from these papers will provide practical
assistance for research candidates and those who are interested in research work. I am also hopeful
that these findings will significantly contribute to the well-being of the community at large as well
as the State's socio-economic development.

On behalf of the members of the MAAS, T would like to offer my special gratitude and thanks
to those who have contributed their research papets to this journal. I also do appreciate the editing
work done by senior professors and scholars of high standing as well as the members of the MAAS
Editorial Board. Finally, my heartfelt thanks go to the members of the Publication Committee and
the Department of Higher Education for their great dedication to the success of this journal.

Dr. Soe Win
President
Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science
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CONTENT ANALYSIS IN ACTION: INVESTIGATING CRITICAL
THINKING IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEXTBOOKS*

Thiri Soe!
Abstract

Critical thinking is recognized as one of the most essential skills for 21% century learners. From
the perspective of English language teaching, teachers, researchers, and syllabus writers think of
learners’ language acquisition through critical thinking as an effective language pedagogical
approach. The present study examines the integration of critical thinking in New Language Leader
textbooks by using content analysis method, aiming to raise awareness among teachers,
researchers, pedagogues, and regional and national authorities about the representation of critical
thinking in EFL textbooks. The findings of the study revealed that the textbooks had strengths in
terms of incorporating higher order thinking skills into language tasks and activities. The
textbooks were found to effectively integrate higher order thinking skills into language tasks
compared to the textbooks examined in previous studies mentioned in the literature review
section. However, the detailed analysis of knowledge and cognitive thinking skills revealed that
procedural and metacognitive knowledge types are not properly integrated into the textbooks.
Among the six thinking skills, applying and creating thinking skills are underemphasized. Based
on the findings of the analysis, the study recommends that EFL teachers should take steps to
address the underemphasized knowledge types and thinking skills identified in the textbooks.
Specifically, teachers are encouraged to customize their language instruction and supplementary
exercises to better integrate procedural and metacognitive knowledge types, as well as to
emphasize applying and creating thinking processes.

Keywords: content analysis / critical thinking / reliability / validity / Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy/
EFL textbooks

Introduction

Over the past years, textbook writers have focused on incorporating critical-thinking-
enhanced activities into language teaching materials (Dummett, 2016; Ivory, 2021). In the aspect
of developing English language teaching materials, critical thinking is not widely recognized yet
among the teachers and textbook writers (Dummett, 2016; Dummett & Hughes, 2019). One of
the reasons for this is that language teachers are not very autonomous in their choice of language
textbooks and teaching materials. Despite this reality, language teachers need to recognize the
fact that they are not merely neutral mediators. They have the potential and creativity to fully
utilize prescribed textbooks and create an effective teaching and learning environment. Moreover,
the ability to evaluate language teaching materials is one of the essential skills that ELT teachers
should possess. Only through critical analysis can teachers explore the potential contributions of
the textbooks they use, understand how the materials are developed, and make the best use of
them (Mac Donough et al., 2013). As Littlejohn (2011) argued, when examining language
textbooks, teachers need to critically raise issues about learner autonomy, involvement in
problem solving, and emphasis on learner-centered approaches.

Thus, examining the degree of emphasis on critical thinking in language textbooks
reveals its potential contribution to language learning programs (Birjandi & Alizadeh, 2013;
Solihati & Hikmat, 2018; Ulum, 2016). According to previous studies on critical thinking
integration in English language teaching materials, there was an unbalanced integration between

*First Prize(2024)
! Department of English , Myitkyina University.
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lower order thinking skills (memory, comprehension, and application skills) and higher order
thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation skills) in language textbooks. Researchers
from language textbook analyses in the EFL context concluded that higher order thinking skills
were underemphasized in most language tasks and activities. For this reason, teachers should
justify and supplement necessary activities that can elicit learners’ thinking skills.

In fact, critical thinking has always played an implicit role in language acquisition, and
language curricula and types of language tasks often reflect the strategies and demands that
learners are expected to apply in order to develop their critical thinking skills. Nunan’s (1999)
five classifications of language tasks can be seen as a way to explicitly recognize the importance
of critical thinking skills in language acquisition. Nunan’s framework for the five classifications
of language task types are:

o C(Cognitive Tasks: classifying, predicting, inducing, note taking, concept mapping,
inferencing, discriminating, and diagramming;

e [nterpersonal Tasks: co-operating, and role playing;

e Linguistic Tasks: conversational patterns, practicing, using context, summarizing,
selective reading/listening, and skimming;

e Affective Tasks: personalizing, self-evaluating, and reflecting; and
e Creative Tasks: brainstorming

Cognitive tasks largely involve critical thinking skills to understand, analyze, and
evaluate language input. Interpersonal tasks are also part of good critical thinking practices in
terms of collaborative and flexible learning with other people. Linguistic tasks devote the ability
to use language effectively and accurately in appropriate circumstances. Affective tasks engage
learners personally so that they can reflect their insights and emotional attitudes in the tasks.
Creative tasks are one of the higher order thinking skills, where learners can generate and
formulate their own assumptions and ideas from what they have studied. Nunan’s (1999) five
classifications of language tasks can be related to the knowledge and cognitive dimensions of the
Revised Taxonomy. It is important to recognise that each of these classifications involves
different critical thinking skills, which are essential for effective language learning and use. By
providing learners with a range of language tasks that engage these different critical thinking
skills, learners gain abilities to understand, analyze, evaluate, communicate effectively, use
language accurately and appropriately, recognize and manage emotions, and think creatively.
These are all important critical thinking skills that can be developed through language learning
and practice.

Critical thinking across curricula in subject-specific contexts is highly recommended for
the development of learners in accordance with educational objectives (Ennis, 2018). Therefore,
materials and activities used in language classrooms have become key factors in enhancing
language learners’ critical thinking skills (Shirkhani & Fahim, 2011). A teacher’s choice of
teaching methods and materials also directly affects thinking practices and training students
receive (Thompson, 2011). Examining the degree of emphasis on critical thinking in ELT
textbooks uncovers potential contributions of the textbooks to language learning (Birjandi &
Alizadeh, 2013). Thus, textbook analysts and pedagogues of English language teaching are
increasingly examining the integration of critical thinking skills in language teaching materials.
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As such, textbook writers and teachers as textbook users should strive to incorporate critical
thinking into their language syllabi. With the aim of discovering the embodiment of critical
thinking in EFL textbooks, the following research question is formulated: “Do Myanmar
University EFL textbooks employ critical thinking activities in their language tasks in accordance
with the Revised Taxonomy?”

Overview of the Research Design
Research Materials

New Language Leader is a series of coursebooks published by Pearson Publishing, which
is used for the present study. There are four textbooks: New Language Leader Coursebook 1
(Cotton et al., 2019); New Language Leader Coursebook 2 (Cotton et al., 2019); New Language
Leader Coursebook 3 (Cotton et al., 2019); and New Language Leader Coursebook 4 (Cotton et
al., 2019). When data were collected, these four textbooks are termed Textbook 1, Textbook 2,
Textbook 3, and Textbook 4 respectively.

Research Method

In the present study, Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy was applied to examine the critical
thinking integration in EFL textbooks. Krippendorftf ’s (2019) content analysis research method
was applied for this study.

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy or the Revise Taxonomy

In the Revised Taxonomy Anderson et al., (2001), there are two dimensions: knowledge
dimension and cognitive dimension. The knowledge dimension consists of four categories,
namely Factual, Conceptual, Procedural, and Metacognition. The organizing principles that
differentiate between these categories are the extent to which these categories are concrete or
abstract. The cognitive process dimension consists of six categories of verbs such as Remember,
Understand, Apply, Analyze, Evaluate, and Create. The main defining feature used to
differentiate these six categories among each other is the level of cognitive complexity. The six
categories are illustrated in a pyramid structure starting with its base foundation category from
Remember through Create up to the top of each category in a hierarchical order classified by
their cognitive complexity. The cognitive level becomes more complex as each category becomes
higher in the pyramid structure. For example, in terms of cognitive process, Understand is more
complex than Remember; Apply is more complex than Understand; Analyze is more complex
than Apply, etc. The two dimensions are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 The Taxonomy Table (Anderson et al., 2001, p. 28)

Knowledge Cognitive Process Dimension
Dimension Remember | Understand | Apply | Analyze | Evaluate | Create

Factual
Knowledge

Conceptual
Knowledge

Procedural
Knowledge

Metacognitive
Knowledge
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Methodological Description of Content Analysis

Regardless of the different nature of content analysis designs governed by the research
questions, objectives and nature of the data, all content analyses should be addressed by a well-
founded planning. What content is being examined and for what purpose should be clarified in
the planning period. Krippendorff (2019) provided six major components of a content analysis
process that guide a series of steps to follow as shown in Figure 1.

Statistical
or Other A .
i imolifvi nswering
Unitizin . Recording  Simplifying Analvtical
Samplin Instruction  Functions y Research

g g Plan Construct o jestinns

[ I PSR

S

Unitizin Sampling Recordin  Reducin Inferrin  Narratin

- /)

~
Data Making Steps

Figure 1 Design of Content Analysis (Adopted from Krippendorff, 2019)

In the present study, the researcher decided to use the human coding method because it is
particularly effective in interpreting semantically complex texts. Content analysis with the human
coding method always requires a document named codebook and a coding form that is a record
of codes for all variables measured. The lack of a standard coding scheme in a content analysis
study is a major threat to its reliability and validity of coding. In this study, recorded categories
are input into Excel sheets, and descriptive statistical representations of the data were produced.
The operationalization process, which involves developing measures, is a crucial step in content
analysis coding. The researcher attempted to clearly identify which knowledge types and
thinking processes a language task belongs to according to the Revised Taxonomy. Using reliable
sources, the researcher developed codebooks and coding forms for the content analysis. It is
notable that there were challenges in recording the types of thinking processes of cognitive
dimension for each language task. In the Revised Taxonomy, critical thinking skills can be
confusing in terms of their characteristics and properties. To distinguish between these similar
cognitive processes, the coders carefully examined the definitions and examples provided in the
Revised Taxonomy and consider the context and level of complexity involved in the language
tasks. The coding procedures involved constructing the codebook, giving training to the second
coder, practicing coding together, revising the codebook, when necessary, independently coding
a number of cases, discussing the results of independent coding practice, and revising the
codebook again if necessary. The second coder analyzed 13% of the whole sample to seek
reliability agreement, while the researcher coded all the contents of the textbooks.
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Reliability Agreement Assessment

The content analysis method is not complete without conducting the reliability
assessment. Neuendorf (2017, p. 234) emphasized, “without the establishment of reliability,
content analysis measures are useless”. In the previous textbook content analyses, little attention
was given to the ways of demonstrating reliability measures for coding data. Krippendorftf’s
alpha was used as a standard reliability measure over other measures such as percentage
agreement such as Bennett et al.’s S (1954), Scott’s pi (1955), Cohen’s Kappa (1960), Fleiss’s K
(1971), and Cronbach’s alpha (1951) because the data was nominal (Hayes & Krippendorff,
2007). Krippendorff’s alpha reliability agreement test is widely applied because it can be applied
across different sample sizes, measurement levels, and situations involving multiple coders and
missing data. In this study, the researcher applied the reliability agreement test twice for two
dependent variables: the variable for types of knowledge and the variable for types of cognitive
process.

To conduct Krippendorff’s alpha reliability agreement test, a sub-sample of 13% from the
whole sample was randomly selected to be coded independently by the second coder. The test
requires the use of a computing platform, and Hayes (2005) developed a macro (KALPHA) for
this purpose. The macro and SPSS are required to conduct the test. The Kalpha macro can be
downloaded from http://afhayes.com/spss-sas-and-r-macros-and-code.html. To execute the
macro, start SPSS and open a blank page. Click File, Open and Syntax and search for the
kalpha.sps file (that is called macro). Open and execute the macro by clicking on Run and All in
SPSS. A window pops up, and click OK, then close the window. Next, open the data and
manually execute the test in the SPSS by clicking File, New, Syntax and typing in kalpha “judges
= obs1 obs2/level=1/detail=0/boot=10000". The digit “1” indicates the data level is nominal, and
analysts should include the right measurement level for the variables in the KALPHA command
line (1 = nominal, 2 = ordinal, 3 = interval, 4 = ratio). Finally, click on Run, and All to run the
test. The results showed a high-reliability agreement for the variable of types of cognitive
processes (o = 0.79), indicating strong agreement between the two coders in coding the nominal
data of cognitive processes of the language tasks. The reliability agreement for the variable of
types of knowledge was also acceptable (o = 0.72), suggesting some level of agreement between
the coders in coding this variable. Overall, Krippendorff's alpha reliability agreement test showed
to be a useful tool for ensuring consistency and reliability in the coding process.

Findings and Discussion

The content analysis of four selected language textbooks yielded a total of 3153 language
tasks. As shown in Table 2 and Figure 2 respectively, the percentages of the inclusion of the
types of knowledge are not equally distributed. Factual knowledge is the largest percentage
followed by conceptual knowledge, both constituting about 85% of the content. Procedural and
metacognitive knowledge are the least focused on, constituting 15% of all content. This pattern
of knowledge type integration is common across all the textbooks.
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Table 2 Frequencies and Percentages of the Knowledge Types in the Four Textbooks

Frequencies and Percentages of the Language Tasks
Knowledge Types
Textbook 1 Textbook 2 | Textbook 3 Textbook 4
379 372 377 398
Factual Knowledge
49% 50% 48% 46%
310 300 289 329
Conceptual Knowledge
40% 39% 38% 38%
63 58 89 104
Procedural Knowledge
8% 8% 12% 12%
Metacognitive 20 20 14 31
Knowledge 3% 3% 2% 4%
772 750 769 862
Total
100% 100% 100% 100%

Factual Conceptual Procedural Metacognitive

B Textbook 1  ETextbook2  @ETextbook3  mTextbook 4
Figure 2 Patterns of Knowledge Types Inclusion in the Four Textbooks

Regardless of the levels of the textbooks, factual and conceptual knowledge types are
largely integrated in the textbooks. On the other hand, procedural and metacognitive knowledge
types are scarcely focused on in the textbooks. Underlying factors for this unbalanced integration
of different knowledge types can be due to the fact that reading, and listening tasks are more
included than writing, grammar, and vocabulary exercises. Reading and listening activities are
largely presented as factual and conceptual knowledge types. Figure 3 again shows the dominant
role of the two knowledge types in the textbooks. As can be seen in the overall percentages of the
knowledge types in Figure 3, it can be said that the textbooks do not provide a well-rounded

approach to understand and apply all effective learning experiences.
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48%
39%

10%

3%

Factual Conceptual Procedural Metacognitive
# Factual & Conceptual = Procedural = Metacognitive

Figure 3 Overall Percentages of Knowledge Types in the Four Textbooks

The cognitive dimension of the Revised Taxonomy includes six different levels of
cognitive complexity that learners engage in when processing information and demonstrating
their understanding. These six levels are remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing,
evaluating, and creating. Table 3 summarizes the frequencies and percentages of the six cognitive

thinking skills integrated in the textbooks.

Table 3 Frequencies and Percentages of Cognitive Processes

Cognitive Frequencies and Percentages of the Language Tasks
Processes Textbook 1 Textbook 2 Textbook 3 Textbook 4
Remember 61 68 57 48
8% 9% 7% 6%
278 344 250 218
Understand 36% 46% 33% 25%
Apply 28 49 50 31
4% 7% 7% 4%
Analyze 147 99 129 190
19% 13% 17% 22%
Evaluate 167 151 224 291
22% 20% 29% 34%
Create 91 39 59 84
12% 5% 8% 10%
Total 772 750 769 862
100% 100% 100% 100%

While the table shows the exact number of cognitive thinking skills integrated into the
textbooks, the visual representation of the data in Figure 4 allows readers to compare thinking
skills across and between textbooks. Overall, the presented data suggest that the analyzed
language textbooks tend to prioritize the cognitive skill of understand over other thinking skills
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such as application and creation. While understanding is an important skill in language learning,
learners should also be encouraged to apply what they have learned and create new knowledge.
According to the analysis result provided, it seems that there is no significant pattern of
incorporating thinking skills in relation to the language level of the textbooks.

46
o r
e
= bl 33
N
NN 2
by f
N e
by f
iy fe
N
8 97 6 5}'} I'::-' 77
Wi W 4
NEllE N sl : 3
Remember  Understand Apply Analyze Evaluate Create
BTextbook 1 ®Textbook 2 mTextbook3 & Textbook 4

Figure 4 Frequencies and Percentages of Cognitive Processes

The six levels of thinking skills in the Revised Taxonomy can be categorized into two
major groups of thinking skills: (1) lower order thinking skills composed of the three basic
thinking skills such as remembering, understanding, and applying and, (2) higher order thinking
skills compose of the upper three thinking processes such as analyzing, evaluating, and creating.
Basic lower order thinking skills are important foundations for learning, but they are not
sufficient for developing students’ critical thinking abilities. Higher order thinking skills such as
analysis, evaluation, and creativity are necessary for learners to engage with complex concepts
and apply their knowledge in new contexts. In the previous studies as observed in Thiri Soe
(2024), there is an urgent need to integrate more of the higher order thinking skills in EFL
textbooks because they identified little amount of higher order thinking skills integrated in the
textbooks. As a result of this present study, the textbooks analyzed in this study have a higher
percentage of integration of higher order thinking skills as presented in Figure 5.

Create 99 )
Higher

/ Evaluate 26% \_ Order Thinking Skills (53%)

Z Apply 5%
Z Understand 35% Skills (47%)

Remember 7% \

Figure 5 The Comparison of Higher and Lower Order Thinking Skills Included in the Textbooks
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By examining the content of language textbooks, the study was able to identify the types
of knowledge and cognitive skills that are emphasized in the textbooks. The textbooks mainly
focused on factual and conceptual knowledge types, while procedural and metacognitive
knowledge types were scarcely focused. All the presented information can be summarized as
follows.

e There is an unbalanced integration of different knowledge types. The lack of balance in
language learning materials is concerning because procedural and metacognitive
knowledge types are essential for language learners to perform language learning very
well. Metacognitive knowledge, in particular, is an essential learning strategy that allows
learners to plan, self-monitor, and organize their learning effectively.

e Regarding the cognitive skills, it was found that while the skills of understanding,
analysis, and evaluation are integrated at a relatively high rate, the skills of remembering
application and creation have lower integration percentages. The cognitive skill of
understanding is the most emphasized in language textbooks due to the nature of
language learning, which involves interpreting language input and performing language
tasks. The cognitive skills of remembering, application and creation are underemphasized
in textbooks, but they are important for learners to apply acquired linguistic knowledge in
new and varied contexts and generate new ideas and concepts. So, in implementing the
critical thinking in these analyzed English textbooks, language tasks that promote the
development of these skills are necessary.

e In a comparison between the higher and lower order thinking skills, it is found that
higher order thinking skills have satisfactory percentages in the language tasks in all four
textbooks.

Conclusion

The present study focused on examining the effectiveness of New Language Leader
textbook series in integrating critical thinking skills into language tasks and activities. The
findings of the study revealed that the textbooks had strengths in terms of incorporating critical
thinking skills into language tasks and activities. The textbooks were found to effectively
integrate higher order thinking skills into language tasks, which helped to potentially improve
students’ language skills and thinking skills. The implications of the study suggest that
incorporating critical thinking skills into language tasks and activities in textbooks can be an
effective tool for language learning and development. Additionally, this study highlighted the
need for underemphasized knowledge types and thinking skills in the textbooks. It is still unclear
exactly what the “proper” balance of higher-order to lower-order skills will be in foreign
language learning. That is outside the scope of this study, but does need to be carefully
monitored. This study seeks to find what the current balance is and makes suggestions for a more
equal distribution, but future studies should examine the effect of such changes and see if that is
producing the desired results. Additionally, this study emphasizes each analytical step and the
necessity of making appropriate methodological decisions of content analysis research method to
ensure the reliability and validity of research outcomes. Despite being a time and labour-
intensive research method due to its nature of dealing with large datasets and demanding detailed
interpretation of the textual data, it is a valuable research method for discovering hypotheses,
patterns, and trends within messages and human communication. Overall, being a descriptive
content analysis, the present study lacks the experimental rigor of a classroom intervention study.
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However, content analysis is still a valuable research method that can provide insights into how
critical thinking is integrated into textbooks. By analyzing the content of the currently prescribed
textbooks, common themes, patterns, and trends in the way critical thinking is presented in
textbooks are observed. This information can help inform further research and the development
of interventions aimed at improving critical thinking skills among students. By identifying the
current state of critical thinking integration in textbooks, this study can serve as a starting point
for future research and innovations in the field. Therefore, while a descriptive content analysis
may not be as appealing as a classroom intervention study, it still has value in contributing to the
overall body of knowledge on critical thinking integration. To borrow the saying of Sipple and
Sato (2022), “[K]knowing the issue at hand is the first step to solve the issue” (p. 13), by
diagnosing the problems, educators and researchers can then work to develop interventions and
strategies to improve critical thinking education. Therefore, the present study can be seen as an
important step in the process of improving critical thinking education, by identifying areas of
strength and weakness in current textbook contents.
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THE SPEECH ACT ANALYSIS IN THE MONKEY’S PAW BY W.W.
JACOBS

Kay Khine Nyein?
Abstract

This paper aims to explore speech acts through both discourse and pragmatic perspectives. In
terms of the discourse-focused mode, turn-taking is one of the key components in speech analysis
as it helps to understand the structure of a conversation and reveals how speech acts are used in
context. From a pragmatic perspective, speech acts are crucial for understanding speakers’
intentions and desires, which are difficult to identify because they are embedded in context.
Specifically, this paper attempts to analyse various types of speech acts found in the short story
The Monkey’s Paw. The first part of the research is based on Bennison’s (1998) framework on
discourse analysis, which includes turn allocation and turn-taking, topic shift/control, and turn
length in order to investigate how the characters interact and manage their conversational roles. It
also builds on Toolan’s (1998) “give and take” model, which analyses dialogue based on speech
functions such as offers, requests, informs and questions. In the second part, Searle’s (1976)
speech act theory is applied to examine how the use of illocutionary acts in characters’ utterances
reflects their personalities in the horror story. It is found that the dominant pattern of turn-taking is
“current speaker selects next”, which shows that speakers control the flow of conversation. In
particular, Mr. White leads the conversation and allocates turns which indicate his dominance in
the interaction. Moreover, most characters prefer discussing a particular topic rather than shifting
to another; this reveals their strong interest in the mysterious power of the paw. Regarding turn
length, Morris’s turns are the longest as he provides detailed explanations about the monkey’s paw
and its effects. It is also found that the most frequent type of speech act is representatives followed
by directives and expressives, while the least frequent type is commissives. No declaration is
found in the horror story. The dominant use of representative speech acts in Mr. White’s
utterances reveals that he is rational and disbelieves in supernatural power. In addition, more
directive speech acts are found in Mrs. White’s utterances in Part III, where she commands her
husband to make a second wish. This highlights the protective nature of a mother and her
emotional instability. Moreover, the two main characters lead the conversation by taking more
turns, and the majority of spoken exchanges occur among family members.

Keywords: turn-taking, turn shift/control, turn length, speech act, representatives, directives,
commissives, expressives, and declarations

Introduction

Effective communication is one of the unique characteristics of human society, and we
use different forms of communication to convey our ideas, feelings and attitudes. In real
conversations, communication is not just about saying words, because the same words can have
different meanings. It involves what speakers say, how they say it and why they say it in
conversations. If speakers understand the content, delivery and intention, they can participate in
conversations effectively.

Discourse competence raises awareness of how people manage interaction, take turns,
and use language. Speakers need to notice when to speak, when to take a turn, and when to
switch turns. Moreover, to become competent speakers, pragmatic knowledge is required to
interpret speakers’ intentions correctly. It is crucial that people have strong discourse competence
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and pragmatic competence as both skills are of vital importance in maintaining the flow of
conversation and building relationships between speakers.

Discourse analysis concentrates on describing the “structure” of spoken and written
discourse above the level of the sentence including, for example, the unwritten “rules” by which
people take turns in conversation (Short, 1995, p. 46). Short (1995) also states that discourse
analysis and pragmatics overlap to some extent, as they both study how language is used in
conversation although their basic aims are different. For example, turn-taking patterns in a
particular conversation are interpreted as significant. Turn-taking is more than simply taking
turns to talk; it requires cooperation. A turn might be a single word such as “wish” or a longer
phrase or sentence.

In the turn-taking process, participants alternate their roles as speakers and listeners, and
they manage when to speak and for how long. If A always speaks first and always interrupts B,
while B never interrupts A, this behaviour tells us something about the relationship between A
and B (Short, 1995, p. 47). In other words, frequent interruptions can lead to an asymmetrical
relationship between speakers: A dominates the conversation and B accepts a subordinate role.
Bennison (1998, p. 67) claims that words in texts reveal characters’ personalities by analysing
their conversational behaviour and by using the powerful interpretative apparatus of discourse
analysis and pragmatics. Conversational patterns reveal what speakers think, how they feel and
how they relate to others.

Speech acts are considered part of pragmatics as they focus on how language is used in
context, including the functions and underlying meanings of utterances. Yule (1996) claimed that
pragmatics is the study of contextual meanings. Pragmatics explores how utterances are
interpreted in context, which gives meanings to utterances that differ from the meanings of the
individual sentences that comprise them (Short, 1995, p. 47).

In real-life communication, context largely influences the choice of language; therefore,
speakers must be aware of whom they are talking to and where the interaction takes place. If
linguistic competence is the ability to perform and understand illocutionary acts, then competent
speakers and hearers must possess certain mental states and abilities which are, in general,
traditionally related to the faculty of reason (Vanderveken, 2001). It is crucial to understand a
wide range of speech functions or acts which help speakers communicate effectively in different
contexts; speakers need to be flexible and skillful enough to vary their techniques. In other
words, speakers should understand both the basic functions and the deep structure of language
and they need to vary speech functions in different social situations to achieve specific goals.

Linguists have become increasingly interested in different types of texts (conversations,
articles, speeches, etc.) and how texts function in specific contexts. This shift in emphasis has
given rise to a relatively new discipline of discourse analysis, which regards all types of spoken
and written texts—for example, conversations, interviews, leaflets, poems and novels—as
discourses, that is, as interpersonal communicative activities performed for a specific social
purpose and situated in a particular context (Verdonk, 1995, p. 45).

It is found that EFL learners can develop both discourse and pragmatic competence
through reading fiction, which exposes readers to vocabulary, dialogue and social and cultural
contexts. By reading fictional conversations, language learners raise their awareness of turn-
taking patterns because, in the society, a person is considered impolite and less respectful if a
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listener or speaker does not give others opportunities to take turns. As learning a new language
involves more than memorising words and rules, learners can improve their language proficiency
and communication style, practise functional language (making requests, apologising, inviting
and so on) and learn how to respond appropriately in real-life situations.

In particular, the utterances spoken by characters in novels and short stories are not
different from those which are used in daily conversations. Generally, authors create dialogues,
plots and characters in fiction, based on their experiences; moreover, readers engage with literary
texts to understand human behaviour and the complex nature of life.

This research paper applies Bennison’s framework, which includes turn-taking, turn
shift/control and turn length, to investigate how participants interact and how they manage
conversational roles. Moreover, Toolan’s “Give and Take” model and Searle’s speech act theory
are applied to identify different types of speech acts in the horror story The Monkey’s Paw. A
horror story is a narrative in which the focus is on creating a feeling of fear. Such stories may
feature supernatural elements—ghosts, witches, vampires—or they may address more realistic
psychological fears (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2024).

This study examines how turn-taking patterns influence character development. For
example, shorter responses indicate shock or uncertainty whereas longer turns reveal characters’
control over the conversation or their detailed explanations of topics. Speech act analysis across
different genres also helps learners gain a better understanding of the pragmatic nature of
utterances and their social functions. For instance, speech functions such as warnings, wishes and
representatives are commonly found in horror stories whereas speech functions such as
promising, apologising, requesting and giving compliments are more abundant in romance.

The aim of the research paper is to explore different types of speech acts used by the
characters in the short story The Monkey’s Paw. It involves three objectives: to identify different
turn-taking patterns used by the characters, to examine different types of speech acts employed
by the characters and to investigate how dominant types of speech acts depict the characters'
personalities, desires and emotions. This research paper also helps learners appreciate how
characters’ utterances convey their emotions, personalities and desires.

Research Questions
The research paper addresses the following questions:

1. What types of turn-taking tools are used by the characters in the short story The Monkey’s
Paw?

2. What types of speech acts are found in the short story The Monkey’s Paw?

3. What are the dominant types of turn-taking patterns and speech acts that indicate the
personalities of the two main characters in the short story The Monkey’s Paw?

Literature Review

A turn is the basic unit of conversation analysis and it is the process of alternating
between speakers. A turn refers to when someone speaks; they take a turn at speech and when
speech alternates, turns alternate as well (Herman, 1998, p. 19). A turn is the time when a speaker
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is talking and turn-taking is the skill of knowing when to start and finish a turn in a conversation
(British Council, 2024).

In both formal and informal conversation settings, people exchange their thoughts,
opinions and emotions. And sometimes they wait for their turns to speak while listening to
others. Failing to wait for one’s turn or frequent interruptions can cause misunderstandings and
are considered impolite in some contexts. Competent speakers have the ability to keep things on
track or keep things moving smoothly and to manage conflicting ideas, emotions and the flow
and pace of conversations. A conversation is regulated by how people take turns. Turn change
proceeds smoothly: one participant talks, stops, the next participant talks, stops and so on;
however, there can also be a conflict at the changeover point, termed the Transition Relevance
Place (Herman, 1998, p. 19). It helps to understand how people organize turns to maintain the
flow of conversations.

Bennion (1998) illustrated how discourse analysis frameworks can be applied in
“Accessing Character through Conversation in Tom Stoppard’s Professional Foul.” In the
analysis, he applied ideas from discourse analysis (including turn-taking and allocation, turn-
taking and topic control/shift, and turn length). He adopted turn-taking and allocation tools
proposed by Sack et al. (1974): (a) those in which the next turn is allocated by the current
speaker and (b) those in which the next turn is self-selected. Topic control is the strategy that
limits the coverage of a discussion or conversation to things that are acceptable to the people
involved in the communication process. It is disrespectful if the topic that a speaker introduces is
ignored as effective communication requires active listening and engagement. There are some
occasions to shift topics in order to avoid potential conflicts or maintain interest. Topic shifting is
a strategy that requires listening intently to the person or people you are conversing with. Good
speakers know which topics to avoid, when to respond and when to give other speakers their
turns. Turn-taking is useful for building rapport and maintaining social connections between
speakers.

Speaker turns may vary in length ranging from a minimal one-word utterance to extended
talk lasting many minutes (Carter and Simpson, 1989). Long turns can also block access to the
floor for other potential speakers and can function as a ploy for dominance, exclusion or
coercion, depending on whether resistance, challenge or counter-measures are undertaken in
response. Short turns, too, are dependent on the responsive dimension for their interactive value
and could be used to signify indifference, urgency or the need for extra detail if questions are
relayed in succession on the same topic (Herman, 1998, p. 21). In other words, longer turns may
lead to dominance, authority or strong interest while shorter turns may indicate lower status or
disinterest.

In the ‘give and take’ model, Toolan classifies the four core conversational acts: offers,
requests, informs, and questions. Since offers and requests both concern future-proposed action
by one interactant or the other, they are called Proposals; since informs and questions provide or
seek information, they are called Propositions (Toolan, 1998, p. 144).

In an offer act, the speaker is cast as subordinate and incurs cost and the addressee is cast
as superior and beneficiary; in a request act, the speaker is cast as superior and beneficiary and
the addressee is cast as subordinate and incurs cost; in an inform act, the speaker is cast as
superior (the knower) but incurs cost and the addressee is cast as subordinate but beneficiary; in a
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question act, the speaker is cast as subordinate but beneficiary and the addressee is cast as
superior (the knower) but incurs cost (Toolan, 1998, p. 151).

PROPOSALS PROPOSITIONS
Goods and services Information
Giving Offer Inform
Seeking request Question

Moreover, he specifies responses based on four acts: Offer—Acceptance, Request—
(Acknowledgement +) Non-verbal Performance, Inform—Acknowledgement, and Question—
Inform.

Pragmatics focuses on contextual meaning or unspoken meaning that is beyond literal
meaning. It emphasizes the underlying meaning of what the speaker says rather than the literal
meaning of words and phrases. To interpret the speakers’ intended meaning, listeners need to
make inferences and understand what is unsaid.

Speech act theory is one of the key concepts in the field of pragmatics. It suggests that
utterances are composed of both the communicative form and their function to “act” on the
listener (Bottema-Beutel & Kim, 2021; Searle & Vanderveken, 1985). A speech act is an
utterance that is expressed by an individual to perform actions; it also reveals the intention of the
speaker. Actions performed via utterances are generally called speech acts and, in English, are
commonly given more specific labels, such as apology, complaint, compliment, invitation,
promise or request (Yule, 1996, p. 47). A speech act is an act that a speaker performs when
making an utterance. It can be in the form of an offer, request, order, etc. (SIL International,
2024). In general, a speech act is a kind of communication that shows the attitude of the speaker.

John Austin, a renowned British philosopher, developed a Speech Act Theory which
studies how words are used to carry out actions. Austin categorizes three types of acts:
locutionary act, illocutionary act and perlocutionary act. Searle (1976) proposed the basic
categories of speech acts: representatives, directives, commissives, expressives and declarations.

Representatives. The point or purpose of the members of the representative class is to commit
the speaker (in varying degrees) to something being the case, to the truth of the expressed
proposition (Searle, 1976, p. 10).

Directives. They are attempts (of varying degrees, and hence, more precisely, they are
determinates of the determinable which includes attempting) by the speaker to get the hearer to
do something (Searle, 1976, p. 11).

Commissives. Commissives then are those acts whose point is to commit the speaker (again, in
varying degrees) to some future course of action (Searle, 1976, p. 11).

Expressives. Their function is to express the psychological state specified in the sincerity
condition about a state of affairs specified in the propositional content (Searle, 1976, p. 12).

Declarations. Characteristic of this class is that the successful performance of one of its
members brings about the correspondence between the propositional content and reality;
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successful performance guarantees that the propositional content corresponds to the world
(Searle, 1976, p. 13).

Based on their functions, speech acts can be divided into five types: (1) assertive or
representative functions to strengthen, suspect, confirm and announce; (2) commissives which
have the function of committing to do something, for example swearing or promising; (3)
directives which have the function of encouraging listeners to do something, for example
ordering, asking, or advising; (4) expressives which are speech acts involving feelings and
attitudes, such as apologizing, thanking and so on, and (5) declarations which function to decide
something such as punishing, firing, naming and so on (Stevani & Tarigan, 2023).

Leech (1993), as quoted by Ainurorhmah (2011, p. 28), gives some examples of speech
act verbs for each speech act, such as: (1) representative speech act verbs: assert, predict, insist,
etc.; (2) directive speech act verbs: ask, beg, request, etc.; (3) commissive speech act verbs:
promise, swear, offer, etc.; (4) expressive speech act verbs: apologize, congratulate, thank, etc.;
and lastly (5) declarative speech act verbs: declare, bless, curse, baptize, etc.

Many research papers related to speech act analysis have been published for decades. The
research paper titled “Speech Act Analysis of Anger in the Film Entitled Something the Lord
Made,” written by Istiqomash (2013) was submitted for the Sarjana Sastra Degree. This paper
focused on investigating the types of speech acts used to deliver anger by applying Searle’s
theory of speech acts. It was found that directives were used most frequently in the film while
declarations were less frequently used; moreover, the characters used commands, questions and
requests to express their anger.

Another research paper “Speech Acts Analysis of Pride and Prejudice, a novel by Jane
Austen,” was written by Mardiani and Leviani and published in 2022. This paper analyzed
speech act utterances by the main character of the novel Pride and Prejudice written by Jane
Austen. Searle’s speech act theory was employed in the paper: representatives, directives,
commissives, expressives, and declarations. It was found that there were only four types of
speech acts: 253 utterances of representatives, 96 utterances of directives, four utterances of
commissives and 122 utterances of expressives. The researchers claimed that representative
speech acts, the most dominant type, could be seen as “things that stand for something else”; the
speech acts determined the force and the content of the utterances. The researchers also claimed
that Elizabeth, the main character, uttered facts that could be confirmed as either true or false.

“An Analysis of Illocutionary Acts in Sherlock Holmes Movies” was written by Nugroho
(2011). Its aim was to find out the types of illocutionary acts that portrayed the main character in
the movie. By applying Searle’s speech act theory, five types of speech acts (representatives,
directives, expressives, commissives, and declarations) were identified; among them, the most
dominant type of speech act was directives. The research claimed that Holmes had a great
influence on Watson.

Hanifa conducted a research paper titled “Turn-Taking Patterns in the Characters’
Dialogue in The Help (2011) Movie” in 2019. She used a turn-taking theory by Sacks et al.,
(1974). It was found that self-selection (SS) was the most common pattern that emerged in M1,
meanwhile the current speaker selects the next speaker (CS2TNS) who was dominantly used in
M2. The use of the CS2TNS pattern is mostly influenced by social status.
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The current research paper explores the turn-taking patterns used by the characters and
the different types of speech acts that reveal the personalities of the main characters in the horror
story The Monkey’s Paw.

Synopsis of the Short Story The Money’s Paw

The Monkey’s Paw is set in Laburnam Villa, in rural England, during the early 20th
century. On a dark and stormy night, Mr. White was playing chess with his son, Herbert, while
Mrs. White was knitting by the fireplace. Sergeant-Major Morris visited their house and told
them about a mummified monkey’s paw, its magical power to fulfill three wishes and the
terrifying consequences of the wishes.

Despite Morris’s warning, Mr. White wished for £200; the next day, the family received
£200 as compensation for their son’s death at work. The old couple wept for the great loss; a
week after the funeral, Mrs. White sobbed her heart out by the window and refused to go to
sleep. Instead, she urged Mr. White to make another wish which was to bring her son back to life.
Mrs. White ordered him to make the wish. At first, Mr. White was hesitant to agree with his
wife’s words. Finally, he wished upon the monkey’s paw in fear.

As soon as he heard a knock on the front door, he was numb and ran to his room. When
Mrs. White heard the knock, she assumed that it was Herbert although there was no evidence to
prove who was at the door. Mr. White grasped her and begged her not to open the door. When
the noise of the continuous knocks sounded louder and louder, Mr. White was terrified to face the
consequence since he believed that the sudden knocks were connected to his second wish.
Finally, he searched for the mysterious monkey’s paw immediately and made the last wish. The
frightening sound of the knocks suddenly faded away. When the old lady opened the door, no
one was there; she burst into a long wail.

Research Methodology

The research focuses on studying speech acts from both discourse and pragmatic
perspectives. In discourse analysis, the turn-taking patterns of the characters are examined while
speech act theory is applied to discover the subtle aspects of the characters in the short story. The
Monkey’s Paw by Jacobs, a horror story, is composed of three parts: in Part 1, the story behind
the monkey’s paw and the first wish are introduced; in Part 2, the consequence of the first wish is
depicted; in Part 3, the second and third wishes are mentioned. This horror story highlights the
three wishes and the impacts of ignoring the terrible consequences caused by human desire and
greed.

Firstly, the utterances of each character from the short story are collected and categorized
into turn allocation and turn-taking, topic shift/control, and turn length based on Bennison’s
(1998) work on discourse analysis to discover how the characters manage turns in conversation.
Next, by applying Michael Toolan’s (1998) ‘give and take’ model, the dialogues are analysed in
terms of offers, requests, informs and questions. After that, Searle’s (1975) speech act theory is
applied to examine the utterances from the horror story. These utterances are classified into five
types of speech acts: representatives, directives, commissives, expressives and declarations. The
most and least frequent speech acts are identified. The ways in which the characters reveal their
desires and emotions are also discovered in terms of the speech acts that they utter.



20 J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5

Findings

The short story The Monkey’s Paw is about a family who owns a mysterious object that
grants three wishes and the fatal consequences that follow. The characters mainly use
representative speech acts to convey facts and emotions and they employ directive speech acts
to give commands or ask for information. Searle’s speech act theory is applied to categorize the
utterances into five types of speech acts.

Example
“As I wished, it twisted in my hand like a snake.”

The above utterance is considered a representative speech act; Mr. White utters it after
he has made the first wish. As soon as he wishes for $200 while holding the monkey’s paw, it
moves like a snake. He is asserting the truth and describing the movement of the paw which
actually happens in his hand.

Example
“The other two wishes,” she replied, rapidly.

The above utterance is regarded as a representative speech act. Mrs. White gives the
information that two wishes are left. She struggles to overcome her grief after her son died in the
accident. She believes that the monkey’s paw is the hope to bring her son back to life.

Example
“For God’s sake don’t let it in,” cried the old man, trembling.

The above utterance is a directive speech act. Mr. White tells his wife not to allow the
creature into the house. In other words, he commands her not to open the door.

Example
“Go and get it and wish,” cried his wife, quivering with excitement.

The above utterance includes directive speech acts because the use of imperative forms
(“go,” “get,” and “wish”) is found in the utterance. Mrs. White commands her husband to
perform two actions; the first action is to go and get the monkey’s paw and the second one is to
make a wish.

Example
“I won’t,” said his friend, doggedly.

The utterance is commissive. Morris declines Mr. White’s request for the monkey’s paw.

Example
“I’m afraid it’ll turn you into a mean, avaricious man, and we shall have to disown you.”

The utterance involves two commissive speech acts. In the first part of the sentence, the
speaker commits that the outcome (a person will turn into a greedy man) will happen after using
the paw. The word “shall" indicates that the speaker will do something in the future.
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Example
“Good God, you are mad!” he cried, aghast.

The utterance shows the emotional reaction of Mr. White and it is expressive. He is
shocked as soon as he is asked to make a second wish by his wife. He is aware of the terrible
consequences of the wish and he reveals his emotions by saying, “Good God.”

Example
“The idea of our listening to such nonsense!”

The above utterance is an expressive speech act. Mrs. White shows her doubts about the
magical power of the monkey’s paw.

All in all, the characters—Mr. White, Mrs. White, Herbert, Morris and the stranger (the
man from Maw and Meggins)—in The Monkey’s Paw use four types of speech acts to show their
intentions. No declaration speech act is found in the story. They use representatives to describe
the situation and their beliefs; directives to order, request and ask for information; commissives
to swear or commit to future actions; and expressives to show their attitudes.

Discussion

In this research paper, the utterances of five characters are collected. It has two parts:
discourse analysis and pragmatics. In the first part, it applies Bennison’s work on discourse
analysis which includes turn taking tools (turn allocation, topic control/ shift and turn length) to
find out the turn taking patterns of the characters. The utterances are identified in terms of
Toolan’s ‘Give and Take’ model and Searle’s speech act theory. The collected data are shown in
the tables and the personalities of two main characters, Mr. and Mrs. White, are discussed in this
section.

Table 1: Turn-taking Patterns Found in the Short Story The Monkey’s Paw
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1 Mr. White 60 14 7 22 20 465 33 14.09
2 Mrs. White 61 18 14 17 18 312 36 8.67
3 Herbet 16 4 5 5 8 169 11 15.36
4 Morris 28 2 2 14 0 238 14 17.00
5 Visitor 10 0 3 5 1 96 7 13.71
Total 175 38 31 63 47 1280 101 12.67
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Table 1 shows different turn-taking patterns found in the story. The current speaker
selects next (38 times), which is the primary turn allocation in the whole story. Especially, Mrs.
White allocates the highest number of turns (18 times) to other speakers followed by Mr. White
with 14 turns. This indicates that Mr. White is considerate, controlled and authoritative in
conversations.

In terms of self-selection, Mrs. White self-selects the turn 14 times. This shows her
independence and confidence. Mrs. White does not wait for the current speaker to allocate the
turn before she starts speaking and this reveals a close relationship between the participants. In
other words, she is more engaged with her family members but she does not actively participate
in interactions with Morris and the visitor. On the other hand, the visitor self-selects his turn three
times followed by Morris with two turns.

Moreover, most characters constantly discuss a particular topic rather than shift to a new
topic; hence, they can convey the message clearly. According to Table 1, Mr. White seeks to
control the conversations more because he is interested in the monkey’s paw, its impacts and the
solutions to fix the problem. He is a responsible and rational decision-maker. In contrast, his
wife, who is emotionally overwhelmed by grief, does not stay on one topic for long but shifts
topics more frequently. This shows that she is emotional and loses common sense when she faces
the conflict.

The other character, Herbert, shifts the focus more frequently; this reflects his lack of
interest in the mysterious power of the paw. He is a rational and responsible man. In terms of turn
length, Morris makes the longest turn; he is the storyteller who gives information about the
monkey’s paw. He extends his speech by giving background details and explaining the dangers
of the paw. Herbert makes the second longest turn as his dialogue includes jokes and critical
remarks that require elaboration. Mr. White’s average turn length is longer compared to his
wife’s. He is patient and analytical so he takes time for his explanation. Mrs. White’s turn length
is the shortest; it indicates that she is emotionally expressive and impatient.

Table 2: Giving and Seeking Found in the Short Story The Monkey’s Paw (Based on

Toolan’s Model)
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2 | Mrs. White 0 18 22 18 0 0 2 9 69
3 | Herbert 0 5 8 1 0 1 2 3 20
4 | Morris 0 3 5 0 0 4 0 18 30
5 | Visitor 0 1 7 0 0 1 0 3 12
Total 0 37 67 33 0 11 12 41 201
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Table 2 shows different types of speech acts using Toolan’s model found in the story. No
offer—acceptance pair is found. Regarding Request—(Acknowledgement +) Non-verbal
Performance pairs, the characters make 37 requests but give only 11 responses. In the story, the
characters use non-verbal responses to show their hesitation to give immediate responses due to
fear or they choose to ignore the requests. In the research, only utterances are counted while non-
verbal clues (silence, gestures, etc.) are excluded.

Likewise, inform speech acts outnumber responses (acknowledgements). One possible
reason is that the information may be absorbed silently, or the listeners acknowledge/ignore the
information non-verbally. Another reason is that the characters sometimes repeat a speech act
twice or thrice, which requires only one response.

In terms of Question—Inform, there are 33 questions and 41 responses. In fact, the
characters give more answers when they are being asked. In conversation, the number of speech
acts and responses does not always match. In real-life conversation, no strict match is required as
people do not feel compelled to acknowledge every statement; in addition, they sometimes shift
to another topic rather than giving responses.

Regarding giving and seeking, Mr. White gives more information as he uses more
inform acts than the others; this reflects that he is knowledgeable and communicative. Mrs.
White seeks information or something as she makes more requests and questions than the others.
This shows that she is curious and inquisitive and she focuses on her desires.

Table 3: Types of Speech Acts Found in the Short Story The Monkey’s Paw (Based on

Searle’s Model)
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1| Mr. White 38 24 8 0 0 70
2 His Wife 37 21 11 0 0 69
3 Herbet 12 6 1 1 0 20
4 Morris 19 8 2 1 0 30
5 Visitor 9 1 2 0 0 12
115 60 24 2 0
Total (115) (60) (24) (2) ) 201
57.21% 29.85% 11.94% 1% 0%

Table 3 shows the frequencies and percentages of different types of speech acts —
representatives, directives, commissives, expressives and declarations — in the short story The
Monkey’s Paw. A total of 201 speech acts are found in the utterances of five characters: Mr. and
Mrs. White, Herbert White, Sergeant-Major Morris and the visitor (the man from Maw and
Meggins). Half of the total frequency of speech acts used by the different characters are
representatives (115 times). It is the dominant type of speech act which accounts for 57.21%. The
second most common category is directives which account for 29.85%. The frequency of
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expressive speech acts is 24 (11.94%) which is followed by commissives (1%). No declarative
speech acts (0%) are found in the short story. Mr. White produces more speech acts than the
others; more speech acts such as representatives (38 times), directives (24 times), and expressives
(8 times) are found. Likewise, Mrs. White is the second most dominant speaker who produces

more representatives (37 times), directives (21 times) and expressives (11 times).

Table 4: Types of Speech Acts found in Mr. White’s Utterances

Sr.No | Types of Speech Acts Partl |Partll |Partlll | Total
1 Representatives 17 10 11 38

2 Directives 9 3 12 24

3 Commissives 0 0 0 0

4 Expressives 6 1 1 8

5 Declarations 0 0 0 0
Total 32 14 24 70

Table 4 shows the different types of speech acts performed by Mr. White. Out of five
types of speech acts, three are found: representatives, directives and expressives. No declarative
or commissive speech acts are found in his utterances. Representative speech acts are the
dominant type. It is found that 38 out of 70 speech acts are representatives; in other words, he
uses representative speech acts frequently. He frequently uses representatives when he explains
the fatal consequences of using the monkey’s paw. In addition, he feels guilty for his wife’s
mental trauma and he has no desire to deny her wishes directly. He uses representatives more
than the other types of speech acts in the story. It shows that Mr. White is a curious and skeptical
man who doubts the magical power of the monkey’s paw. Through representative speech acts, he
shows that he deeply understands the fatal consequences of the paw. He has a rational mindset
and he is in control. However, in Part 3, more directive speech acts (12 times) are found in his
utterances; this shows his desire to prevent the terrible outcome. Mr. White uses directives when
he makes minor requests to get favors from them. When Mr. White interacts with his wife and
his son with whom he shares close intimacy, he produces more speech acts. He is cautious but
fears the potential consequences of the paw’s power after his son’s death. His wife’s insistence
and his son’s death force him to rely more on directives than on descriptions. He rarely uses
expressives; perhaps he is more concerned with controlling the situation and focuses on practical
matters.

Table 5: Types of Speech Acts found in Mrs. White’s Utterances

Sr. No Types of Speech Acts Partl | Partll | Partlll Total
1 Representatives 8 10 19 37
2 Directives 1 19 21
3 Commissives 0 0 0 0
4 Expressives 2 4 5 11
5 Declarations 0 0 0 0
Total 11 15 43 69
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Table 5 illustrates the types of speech acts by Mrs. White. Only three types of speech
acts—representatives, directives and expressives—are found whereas no commissives or
declarations are found in her utterances. It is found that 37 out of 69 utterances are representative
speech acts which is the dominant type found in Mrs. White’s utterances. In Part 3, she asserts
her beliefs and reveals her desires and emotions more through directive speech acts (19 times).
After her son’s death, she loses emotional control. She uses more direct requests or commands
(19) to her husband in order to wish her son back when she realizes the magical power of the
monkey’s paw. In other words, she is asking for supernatural things. These utterances reveal her
emotional and psychological state. Her grief and maternal love turn her into a strong woman who
protects her son. Nothing can stop her from bringing her son back. Like Mr. White, she utters
neither commissive nor declarative forms of speech acts; she is too emotional to control herself
and lacks the authority to control the supernatural power. What she can do is command her
husband to make a second wish.

Table 6: Types of Speech Acts found in Herbert White’s Utterances

Sr. No | Types of Speech Acts Part | Part Il | Part1ll | Total

1 Representatives 11 1 0 12

2 Directives 5 1 0 6

3 Commissives 0 1 0 1

4 Expressives 0 1 0 1

5 Declarations 0 0 0 0
Total 16 4 0 20

Table 6 reveals the total number of speech acts found in Herbert’s conversation. Most of
his utterances occur in Part 1 whereas there is no description of him including flashback
narration, after his death, especially in Part 3. Herbert mainly uses representatives the most; their
frequency (12) is twice that of directives (6). In contrast, no declarations are found. It reflects his
skepticism about the supernatural event which he mocks without expecting any consequences for
his future. moreover, it highlights his character as a cheerful and carefree young man with no
hesitation in expressing his logical views against his parents’ opinions.

Table 7: Types of Speech Acts found in Morris’s Utterances

Sr. No Types of Speech Acts Partl | Partll | Partlll Total
1 Representatives 19 0 0 19
2 Directives 8 0 0 8
3 Commissives 1 0 0 1
4 Expressives 2 0 0 2
5 Declarations 0 0 0 0
Total 30 0 0 30




26 J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5

In the above table, Morris’s speech acts appear only in Part 1. Approximately two thirds
of the speech acts are representatives which account for 19 instances, followed by directives (8),
expressives (2), commissives (1) and declarations (0). He is a sensible man who has experienced
the powerful effects of the paw; therefore, he utters representative speech acts more often than
any other type. Due to his former experience, he is reluctant to discuss the paw in depth and
throws it into the fire; however, he seriously warns the White family about the terrible
consequences since they show strong interest in the magical paw and want to test it.

Table 8: Types of Speech Acts found in the stranger’s Utterances

Sr.No | Types of Speech Acts Partl |Partll | Partlll | Total
1 Representatives 0 9 0 9

2 Directives 0 1 0 1

3 Commissives 0 0 0 0

4 Expressives 0 2 0 2

5 Declarations 0 0 0 0
Total 0 12 0 12

The data from the above table show the total number of speech acts found in the
stranger’s conversation. Only 12 speech acts are found in Part Il; compared with the other
characters, he utters the least number of speech acts (12). He also employs representative speech
acts the most like the other characters. As his intention is to inform Mr. and Mrs. White about the
death of Herbert who faced a terrible accident at the factory, more representatives are found in
his utterances. He is an outsider who lacks knowledge about the paw and its ramifications; his
duty is to transfer a certain amount (two hundred pounds) to the remaining family members as
compensation.

Conclusion

Language is an essential tool for social interaction; people use it to share information,
exchange ideas and express emotions through verbal and non-verbal communication. To achieve
communicative competence, it is crucial to decode both the literal meaning of an utterance and
the intention of the speaker. In the short story The Monkey’s Paw, analysing turn-taking and
speech acts helps readers understand the character development and their intentions. Both Mr.
White and Mrs. White are the main characters and they take more turns in the conversation. The
most popular turn-taking pattern is that the current speaker selects the next speaker. In the short
story, Mr. White allocates the turns; it shows his dominance in the conversation. Furthermore,
most characters show great interest in the mysterious monkey’s paw; however, Herbert shifts the
topic frequently as he doubts its power and wants to discuss other topics. Morris takes the longest
turns because he is the main storyteller who explains the paw’s history, its power and its impacts
in detail. In terms of the ‘Give and Take’ model, the characters use the inform act frequently to
convey information or to share facts.

In the research paper, by applying Searle’s speech act theory, the characters' the
utterances are classified into five categories: representatives, directives, commissives,expressives
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and declarations. Representative speech acts are mostly used to convey the facts, wishes and
desires of the characters. The characters never utter the declarative form of speech act. In terms
of imposition, Mr. White uses directives to make minor requests while Mrs. White produces
directives when she asks her husband to do something important. In Part | and Part 1I, Mr. White
is portrayed as a sensible man who disbelieves in mysterious things. There is a sudden change in
Mr. White’s personality. In Part III, he accepts the invisible connection between the
uncontrollable power of the paw and his son’s death. He is overwhelmed by deep sorrow and
grief. More directive speech acts are found in his utterances; he asks many questions to his wife
when she is eagerly looking for the paw. Overall, he frequently uses representatives; it reflects
that he is more interested in reality. He is portrayed as an analytical and thoughtful character. He
sees the terrible consequences, finds a way to end the conflict and brings peace. Furthermore,
Mrs. White is depicted as a mother who is emotionally fragile after Herbert’s death. She mainly
uses more directives to command her husband to make another wish because she hopes that the
magical power of the paw can bring her son alive again. She attempts to control the
uncontrollable; this leads to the major conflict in the story. The other minor characters employ
representatives the most; they are all sensible men who believe more in information and no
dramatic changes in their personalities or emotions can be found. These different types of speech
functions found in the utterances are of vital importance in portraying the characters’
personalities and emotions in the short story The Monkey’s Paw.

Future studies should examine speech acts in reality TV shows as this will contribute to a
better understanding of cultural differences in communication styles. Moreover, future research
should focus on exploring the use of speech acts and language functions in English language
textbooks; this will help to develop learners’ pragmatic competence. More research into the types
of speech acts employed in teaching and learning processes could increase teacher—student
interaction in the classroom.
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THE IMPACT OF TERRITORIAL DISPUTES IN THE LOI LAN REGION
AND O-7 HILLOCK ON MYANMAR-THAILAND RELATIONS*

Phyo Min!
Abstract

This paper analyzes the territorial disputes between Myanmar and Thailand, focusing on two key
contested areas: The Loi Lan region and the O-7 Hillock. After Myanmar's independence, it could
measure the borders with neighboring countries and sign agreements, but it was not to measure the
borders with Thailand. Border disputes arose as the Myanmar government asserted political
control and legal influence. Due to the encroachment of Thai military bases in the Loi Lan area,
the Myanmar delegation objected to Thai outposts in Myanmar and discussed territorial ownership.
Despite discussions, relations between Myanmar and Thailand became strained when Thailand
helped SURA attack Myanmar military bases on the Myanmar-Thai border. In addition, the Thai
army joined forces with the SURA armed insurgents to carry out further attacks on the O-7 hillock
and Pachee Camp. Therefore, due to the attack along the Myanmar-Thai border in early 2001,
Myanmar and Thailand relations were diminished. However, the two countries tried to negotiate
and resolve the over-the-border issues. This research analyzed Myanmar-Thailand relations
regarding the Loi Lan region and the O-7 hillock issues.

Keywords: Myanmar, Thailand, territorial disputes, Loi Lan, O-7 Hillock

Introduction

This paper examines the main causes of tension in Myanmar-Thailand relations.
Myanmar and Thailand are Southeast Asian countries bordering each other. Thus, border
disputes arose frequently because border measures between the two countries were impossible.
This paper will review the territorial disputes between the two countries. The existence of
formidable insurgent troops along the Myanmar-Thai border had prevented a direct clash
between the two countries. However, once the Myanmar government gained control over the
border areas in the early 1990s, bilateral tensions and clashes became more frequent and intense.
Myanmar's border with Thailand has become a focus of tension and conflict, and a potential
flashpoint on mainland Southeast Asia. Understanding the conflicts between the two countries by
accurately analyzing the history of Myanmar-Thailand relations. Being able to examine the
political changes that occurred during that period. It aims to consider the difficulties of resolving
border disputes between the two countries. In presenting Loi Lan region and O-7 hillock, given
from the perspective of historical studies based on literary evidence. The books, papers,
newspapers, and speeches of political leaders are presented with major evidence to understand
the background of the Loi Lan region and O-7 hillock issues.

Research Aim

The aim of this paper is to examine Myanmar-Thailand relations in the context of the
territorial disputes concerning the Loi Lan region and the O-7 Hillock.

*First Prize(2024)
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Material and Method

This paper utilizes both primary and secondary sources. Primary data were collected from
periodicals, newspapers, and government officials. Secondary sources include published and
unpublished books, journals, magazines, websites, and online sources. Numerous documents
were gathered from various sources, including the Library of the University of Yangon, the
Central Library of the University, and the Library of the History Department at the University of
Yangon. Additionally, materials were sourced from websites like Google Scholar. The research
employed descriptive qualitative methods to attain a comprehensive perspective.

Overview of Border Demarcation

Myanmar shares a 1,314 mile long border with Thailand. It extends from the confluence
of the Mekhong River and the Nam Ruak River (the tri-junction of Myanmar, Laos and Thailand)
to Bayin Naung Point (formerly known as Victoria Point). The sector of the Myanmar-Thai
boundary between the tri- junction of Myanmar, Thailand and Laos in the east and the Thanlwin
River in the west was formally delineated and demarcated by the Burma-Siam Boundary
Commission of 1892-93. For the purpose of carrying out the actual on-ground demarcation, the
Commission was split into two parties, the Eastern Party and the Western Party. The Eastern
Party demarcated the 117-mile-long boundary from Loi Um eastwards to the Mekhong-Mae
Huak Junction. The Western Party demarcated the 257-mile-long boundary from Loi Um
westwards to the Thanlwin River. Unfortunately, the Eastern Party did not erect any boundary
pillars as it was considered unnecessary because the boundary mostly followed conspicuous
watersheds or the courses of streams. On the other hand, however, the Western Party erected
boundary markers, mainly at places where roads or paths crossed the boundary. In all, 16
boundary markers were erected at an average interval of about 15 miles between Loi Um and the
Thanlwin River.

Boundary settlement in 1864-66 was signed at Bangkok in 1868. The Siam-Burma
Boundary Commission of 1894-1896 fixed the 940 mile long boundary from Victoria Point to the
junction of the Thanlwin River and the Hpa Chaung River. From the junction of the Thanlwin
River and the Hpa Chaung River, the boundary follows the course of the Thanlwin River up to its
junction with the Thaungyin River and thence along the Thaungyin River up to the source of the
Gawli Chaung. No boundary markers were erected in this sector. From the source of the Gawli
Chaung to the southern extremity, the boundary follows natural features except near the
Payathonezu (Three Pagodas Pass) where the boundary was artificially fixed. There were 49
boundary chains erected on the main watershed on conspicuous hilltops. However, there are
cases where local authorities and residents alike are unsure of the exact location of the Myanmar-
Thai boundary.!

Territorial Disputes in the Loi Lan Region

After the independence of Myanmar, it was able to sign an agreement on the border
demarcation with neighboring countries such as China, Laos, Bangladesh, and India. However, it
was unable to measure the border with Thailand. This was due to Thailand's acceptance and

! Country Report Burma 1986, p.31
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support of insurgents from Myanmar along the Myanmar-Thai border. During the colonial
period, a border treaty was signed between Thailand and the British, but the treaty lacked specific
and detailed measurements. As a result, the Thai government planned to create its map, leading
to border disputes caused by changes in the water channel and the expansion of Thai territory.t
The significant of border dispute involved the Loi Lan area in Shan State.

After Mao Zedong came to power in China in 1949, KMT troops fled to Myanmar and
settled in the Loi Lan area of Shan State. In the 1950s, the Myanmar government launched
attacks against these KMT forces. Although the KMT troops retreated in 1961, the area became a
residential area for various armed insurgent groups including some remaining KMT groups,
separate Wa insurgents and Khun Sa's Mong Thai Army (MTA). After the withdrawal of the
KMT troops, the Loi Lan area became a key route for the opium trade with Thailand, it continued
to be a main centre for heroin production and trafficking by ethnic armed groups.? The MTA was
formed in 1960 and 1961 as a local pro-government defense organization (Karkweye). Since
then, it has gone through various transformations. Between 1976 and 1985, it was known as the
Shan United Army (SUA). In March 1985, the SUA succeeded in amalgamating with the Shan
United Revolutionary Army (SURA) led by Moe Hein. It was initially renamed the Shan State
Army (SSA). However, in order not to be confused with the existing SSA led by Sai Leik
(Kalar), the MTA changed its name to the present one. Nevertheless, both the SUA and the
SURA retained their separate organizations under the banner of the MTA.2 In early 1989, the
MTA, led by Khun Sa, had about 4000 regular troops. It established outposts and strongholds
along the Myanmar-Thai border in the north, especially in the areas known as Loi Lan, Homein,
and Lwesansaw.[6] There were the MTA operating along the Myanmar-Thai border in the early
1990s. On 5 January 1995, when the MTA forces completely surrendered in the Loi Lan area, the
Myanmar Army took over the MTA camps. At the same time, the Thai army entered a parallel
area, advancing ten miles into the territory of Myanmar.* Some MTA troops were demobilized
and sent home. A few days later, a group led by Ywek Sit, who was present at the surrender
ceremony, went back to its former outpost on the pretext of having to collect money from former
contacts. Later, Ywek Sit declared that he and his group did not accept the surrender and took up
insurgency once again. The group was named the Shan United Revolutionary Army (SURA). It
later changed its name to the Shan State Army (SSA) but the Myanmar government continued to
refer to them as the SURA. Since the Thai Army started helping the SURA to launch attacks on
Myanmar military outposts along the Myanmar-Thai border, they have become a source of

! Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, $uS§80500gjdeapsieascopssscancpseanacsokegps (Despite the Existence of
Conventions on Boundaries), Yangon, News and Periodical Enterprises, 2003, p.2 (Hereafter cited as Kyaw Htin
Nawrahta, Despite the Existence of Conventions on Boundaries)

2 (a) Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, aa/ga008co0:qep5a86seg/csscancnseaooczolegps (The Neighbouring Country we will
have to always beware of and Special Articles), Yangon, Mate Kaung Press, 2002, p.125 (Hereafter cited as Kyaw
Htin Nawrahta, The Neighbouring Country we will have to always beware of)

(b) Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, Despite the Existence of Conventions on Boundaries, pp.15-17

3 U Aung Zaw, 00606005a3¢:qeNa0¢]:0005gs copseps:assaSaposeqsogiosseanolgosgases (Government
for National Reconsolidation), Yangon, 1999, pp.133-134

4 (a) Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, The Neighbouring Country we will have to always Beware of,
p.125

(b) Kyaw Htin Nawrahta, Despite the Existence of Conventions on Boundaries, pp.15-17



32 J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5

tension and conflict between Myanmar and Thailand.! In early 1996, the Thai military
maintained seven military outposts, manned by about 550 troops, in the area.? Thai troops
deployed across three miles wide in this area.® Therefore, Myanmar asserted its ownership of the
Loi Lan area at the 12" RBC meeting held in Mawlamyaing, Myanmar from 19 to 22 February
1996, the Myanmar delegation protested against the presence of Thai outposts inside Myanmar
territory and discussed the demarcation of the border. At the 13" RBC meeting held in
Phitsanulok, Thailand from 18 to 21 June 1996, the Myanmar delegation asserted again that the
disputed area belonged to Myanmar. Myanmar further provided evidence by stating that a pagoda
had been built in this area since 1986, establishing it as Myanmar territory. Thai Commander-in-
Chief General Viroj Saengsnit mentioned that it cost the Thai Army 100 million baht annually to
maintain forces in the Loi Lan area.* Ultimately, the longstanding presence of multiple armed
groups in the Loi Lan area has heightened tensions in the region, prompting Myanmar firmly to
assert its territorial claims and pursue diplomatic resolutions.
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The Thai Army had set up a special command task force under the 7" Infantry Regiment
to guard the disputed area since 2 January 1996.! In February 1997, General Chettha Thanajaro,
the Thai Army Commander-in-Chief, suggested that the area be turned into a military-free-zone.?
However, it was never realized. Although both sides had built up their troops along the border,
the area under dispute was remarkably peaceful. Soldiers from both sides played volleyball and
chinlone (takraw) together in the evenings on a playground jointly constructed for daily sports
activities, and officers dined together from time to time. Myanmar soldiers were also allowed to
buy daily fresh food from Thai villages. In the meantime, on the night of 26 October 1997, a
group of Thai officials removed the temporary landmark pillar with a bulldozer from the
Myanmar-Thai border near BP.1. The Myanmar government did not make any public protest or
statement on the incident. It was resolved peacefully. Although the Myanmar government
interpreted it as a forced cession of Myanmar territory, it never exploited the situation to
sensationalize the issue to make the other party look bad. Instead, the Myanmar government
planned to make a formal protest at the Township Border Committees (TBC) meeting. Five days
later, as the Thai authorities came to realize that the issue would be brought up at the TBC
meeting, a group of Thai soldiers led by Colonel Watanachai, Commander of 7" Infantry
Regiment of the 4" Division of the Third Army, returned the pillar to the Myanmar authorities.
This incident highlights the delicate balance of cooperation and tension along the Myanmar-Thai
border, as both sides handled conflicts peacefully while still having disagreements about
territory.

In December 1997, the Thai military deployed a Rapid Deployment Force (RDF)
battalion consisting of artillery and paratroopers to the disputed Loi Lan region as a special
operation. The Thai Army Chief of Defense General Chettha Thanajaro stated that Thailand and
Myanmar need to withdraw their troops from the Loi Lan region as there is no agreement yet.*
He stated this action was only to boost Thailand’s defense.® In July 1998, Third Army Chief of
Defense Lt. General Sommai Vichavorn mentioned that the Thai military had established seven
military outposts along the border to prevent intrusion.® In late 1998, about 775 Thai troops were
still in the area. Since 1 October 1998, the 138" Cavalry Battalion has been working on special
duty as an operational unit.” In the disputed area, the Thai military established eleven military
outposts manned by cavalry and paramilitary forces about 500 to 800, in early 2000.2 The Thai
Army learned that the Myanmar Army had also deployed several battalions in the area. The Thai
troops in the disputed area are outnumbered by the Myanmar troops, stated Colonel Akradet
Songworawit, Commander of the Third Cavalry Regiment.® The Thai Army Commander-in-
Chief General Surayud Chulanont arrived on 31 March 2000, to inspect troops in the disputed
area.'® According to Myanmar media in January 2001, of the thirty-four Thai military outposts

1 Bangkok Post, 20 December 1996, p.3
2 |bid, 24 February 1997, p.2
3 [g$ep3300E22000E200 (Myanma Alin Newspaper), 21 February 2001, p.4

4 Bangkok Post, 29 December 1997, p.5
5 Ibid, 30 December 1997, p.8

¢ 1bid, 20 July 1998, p.4
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& Ibid, 1 March 2000, p.3

9 Ibid, 20 December 1998, p.9

10 1bid, 1 April 2000, p.1
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inside Myanmar territory, nine were located along the border. Both forces deployed within the
Loi Lan area, there were Thirty-four Thai Army units stationed in the Loi Lan area, nine of which were
along the border.! The Loi Lan area is a strategic location affected by both historical conflicts
and contemporary geopolitical tensions, illustrating the ongoing challenges in Myanmar-Thai
border relations.
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Territorial Disputes in O-7 Hillock

In early 2001, a military clash took place in the area. On 5 January 2001, when the Myanmar
Army was reestablishing an outpost at O-7 Hillock near Tachilek, a group of Thai troops led by
Captain Yohtin of the 138" Cavalry Battalion came to the hill and demanded that the Myanmar
troops withdraw. The hillock was not removed by the Myanmar Army as it was Myanmar
territory. However, Myanmar refused fully to comply with this demand. Historically, O-7 Hillock
served as a camp for KMT forces before being reclaimed by the Myanmar Army in 1961. When
the KMT units encroached en masse into Myanmar territory, the Myanmar Army raised the
national flag after launching the Yangyi Aung Operation to recapture the hillock with a lot of
blood and sweat. Thus, O-7 Hillock became an important point of contention between Thailand
and Myanmar. In response, the Thai Army, in collaboration with SURA, launched an offensive
against Myanmar troops stationed at O-7 Hillock. Among the items seized by the Myanmar
military after the confrontation were Thai military communication devices and a gas mask,
providing evidence of Thai involvement in the conflict.! This incident underscores the ongoing
tensions between Myanmar and Thailand, as the historical significance of O-7 Hillock continues
to fuel conflict and highlight external involvement in territorial disputes.

The Myanmar military began a regular offensive in February 2001. The operation
targeted newly constructed SURA outposts on the Myanmar-Thai border. South-west of
Tachileik and on the border line of the north of Maheintet in Thailand, within the region of
Kyathina region (estimate U-59864), Lwekhanchon region (estimate U-673601) and
Lwemahsoak region (estimate U-501642), under the leadership of Ywet Sit about 150 armed
drug smugglers from the Myanmar side came and built nine new camps along the border with the
help of the Thai military. Then, they invaded the O-7 hillock as well. Hill O-7 overlooks
Tachilek and surrounding villages.? During the attack, the Myanmar military captured a SURA
camp on 9 February 2001, and also captured an associated Thai military outpost. When General
Thein Sein, the Commander of the Triangle Military Command, met with the Commander of the
Chin Rai (District) Military Command, he stated that the Myanmar Army had only attacked the
SURA camps and had no intention of invading Thai territory. Myanmar forces were delayed in
withdrawing from the hill (Thai Camp) due to the Thai army's artillery attack. The matter was not
resolved diplomatically and was reported to the Thai media, the situation made worse. On 11
February 2001, the Thai Army allowed the SURA to use Aung Zeya Hill to attack the Myanmar
military outposts at O-7 Hillock with artillery. SURA's firing resulted in 48 shells hitting O-7
Hillock in Tachilek town and another 10 shells landed in Tachileik town and the Myanmar Army
returned fire. As a result, a few bullets fell in Mae Sai, killing and injuring some Thai citizens.
Three civilians were killed and 15 were injured by the bullets that fell in Tachileik. The Thai
Foreign Ministry protested the incident and accused the Myanmar government of showing
complete disregard for the lives and safety of innocent civilians. The Thai government has been
completely silent on the deaths of Myanmar civilians as a result of the SURA artillery attack. The
Thai government accused the Burmese army of firing into Thai territory. The Myanmar
government denied the allegation.® This rise in military conflict shows the complicated issues of

! [gsepaacocsaoonézoo (Myanma Alin Newspaper), 4 March 2001, pp.9,16
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3 gfogeéa000Ez00 (Kyemon Newspaper), 13 February 2001, pp.12-13
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land disputes, outside influences, and the tragic effects on ordinary people, highlighting the
urgent need for a peaceful solution in the Myanmar-Thai border area.
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Figure 3. Map of Clash sites between Myanmar Armed Forces and the Royal Thai Army?

Taking advantage of the attack, the Thai government's military and media accused the
Myanmar government of protecting the drug trade and launched counter-insurgency operations
into battles. A simple counter-insurgency operation turned into an ugly border conflict. At the
same time, both countries have sent reinforcements to the area and media criticism from both
countries has raised tensions. At a press conference held by the Myanmar government on 12

! Neither Friend Nor Foe, p.118
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February 2001, the government spokesman stated that the Thai military not only assisted SURA
in their attack on O-7 Hillock but also fired heavy weapons into Tachileik. The Thai military
unit, putting the SURA to the front attacked the Myanmar military.! SURA continued to attack
Myanmar outposts from inside Thailand, making full use of shelters provided by the Thai Army.
The negative comments on the Myanmar government and military were made by the Thai
government and Lt. General Watanachai Chaimuenwong. Finally, a joint statement was issued at
the TBC meeting on 26 February 2001.

Following the battle Thai No.3 Military Commander Lt. General Watanachai
Chaimuenwong closed the border gates between Thailand and Myanmar without reporting to the
Thai government. This action halted the exports of essential goods such as rice, medicine, and
fuel to Myanmar. Border close quietly led to protests who Thai traders and civilians
demonstrating in front of the Mae Sai Police Station on 8 March 2001, as the blockade negatively
impacted cross-border trade. Under mounting pressure from affected traders, Lt. General
Watanachai Chaimuenwong announced on 12 March 2001 that border gates would be reopened,
once again without consultation with the Thai government. Due to the lack of formal
coordination with the Myanmar side regarding this issue, tensions arose when the Myanmar side
did not reopen the site.? Therefore, after diplomatic negotiations on the part of the Thai
government, the 18" Regional Border Committee (RBC) meeting was able to be held on 3 April
2001 in Keng Tung. The meeting was attended by Lt. General Watanachai Chaimuenwong from
the Thai side and Lt. General Thein Sein, Commander of the Triangle Regional Military
Command from the Myanmar side. In the meeting, they discussed drug elimination, the border
process and readmission of illegal entrants, and the promotion of tourism. However, the Thai
Army again participated in the attack by SURA on the Myanmar Army's Pachee camp (T-
905114) on 21 April 2001. During the attack, the Myanmar Army had only twenty-one soldiers
who faced approximately 200 joint forces of SURA and the Thai Army. As a result, the
Myanmar Army was forced to retreat. SURA claimed to have found methamphetamines at the
camp and presented them to the Thai media, accusing the Myanmar Army of drug use.
Additionally, relations between the two countries became strained as the Thai media published
insulting reports about Myanmar. On 23 April 2001, SURA's team again attacked the Myanmar
military camp at the Myanmar-Thai border point BP.1 but the Myanmar Army was able to fight
back. Pachee Camp was recaptured by the Myanmar Army on 3 May 2001.% These events show
how weak the relationship between Myanmar and Thailand is, as decisions made by military
leaders and ongoing violence disrupt important trade and cooperation while increasing tensions,
stressing the need for better diplomatic efforts to bring stability back to the border area.

Conclusion

After the independence of Myanmar, it maintained a neutral policy and has not caused
any problems with neighboring countries for more than 50 years. Negotiations with China, Laos,
India, and Bangladesh successfully defined the borders of the two countries. Myanmar-Thai
border issues also began with an inaccurate boundary issue. However, Thailand's successive

! gogeaoonCzoo (Kyemon Newspaper), 13 February 2001, pp.12-13
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governments took advantage of the presence of armed insurgents on the Myanmar-Thai border
and were unable properly to control the border area, and supported the KMT who invaded
Myanmar to fix the border set by the former British colonial government and Thailand. As armed
insurgents in Myanmar have made peace, there is no buffer zone in the border area, and more
support has been provided to the remaining insurgents to avoid a potential clash between the two
countries' forces. Armed insurgents who violate Myanmar's sovereignty and law, SURA also
supported in one way or another. During the period of the Myanmar military government, the
border problems between Myanmar and Thailand began to arise when Myanmar continued to
practice independent and active foreign policy, had friendly relations with neighboring countries,
and dominated the border region. However, although the Myanmar government negotiated and
resolved the border delimitation issue with the Thai government, it has not yet been completed
and is still being worked on.

In early 2001, Myanmar-Thailand relations were strained when SURA and the Thai
military joined forces to carry out attacks in the border region between the two countries. Starting
from the Loi Lan area, the Thai military launched an attack on O-7 Hillock and Pachee Camp in
collaboration with the armed insurgent's SURA. As a result, tensions between the two countries
escalated into armed conflict. These tensions have led to the write of books, articles, and
newspapers between the two countries that have fostered a spirit of patriotism. Territorial
disputes will continue to exist between the two countries until a precise border can be
established. In early 2001, tensions and fighting along the Myanmar-Thai border significantly
diminished Myanmar-Thailand relations. But both government tried to negotiate mutual respect
and trust over the territorial disputes.
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THE ORIGIN AND SIGNIFICANCE OF WORKERS' DAY IN
MYANMAR*

Nay Win Lian*
Abstract

The celebration of Workers' Day, also known as May Day, holds profound significance in
Myanmar's history and labour movement. Originating from the global labour movements
advocating for workers' rights and better working conditions, Workers' Day was first
commemorated in Myanmar in 1938 amidst widespread labor unrest. This research explores the
evolution of Workers' Day in Myanmar, tracing its origins from early labour strikes and protests to
its formal recognition as a public holiday in 1948, following the country's independence from
British colonial rule. The study examines key historical events, including the 1938 Oil-field
Workers' Strike, which played a pivotal role in establishing May Day celebrations in Myanmar.
Furthermore, it assesses the significance of Workers' Day in Myanmar's socio-political landscape,
highlighting how it has been utilized to honor the contributions of workers, advocate for labour
rights, and reflect the broader struggles of the working class.

Keywords: Public Holiday, Workers' Day, Labour Rights, Oil-field Workers' Strike, Colonial Rule

Introduction

The word holiday comes from the old English word haligdaeg meaning holy day. It
originally referred only to special religious days in the Christian community of Europe.
Religious holidays are set by religious organizations for their members and are often observed
as public holidays in religious-majority countries. In Christian communities, they always attend
prayer at church every Sunday, the weekend day of the week. The people need to take a rest at
home and have a chance to pray for the religion they believe in. The holiday therefore appeared
in the Western Christian communities. Subsequently, holidays were also held for the political
and social purposes of their nation. Therefore, holidays did not belong to the religion but also
political and social concerns.?

In Myanmar, according to historical evidence, the royal audience and the five supreme
courts of the realm were usually closed on the 8 waxing day of the month, and the 8 waning day
of the month during the reign of Myanmar kings. The five supreme courts of the realm are;

(1) hluttaw (The Supreme Court)

(2) byetaik (Chamber of the Privy Council)
(3) shei: joun (Criminal Court)

(4) nau: joun (Western Court)

(5) taja: joun: joun (Royal Court of Justice)

It can be seen that the nobles and officers do not need to attend the five supreme courts
regularly on Sabbath day. At the time when Myanmar was ruled by the British government,
weekends and Sundays were designated as office holidays and all government departments were
closed on those days because the British respected their Christianity and recognized these days as
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holidays. Also, closing the office on Sunday is not just a practice of the British, but a worldwide
practice.!

After the independence of Myanmar, the Anti-Fascist People's Freedom League (AFPFL)
government has been doing its best to improve the lives of workers, which has been designated
as a major task. Before the War, there were laws related to labour. The government formed a
committee to amend the outdated provisions in these laws that are not relevant to the current
situation. With the approval of the labour Act Amendment Committee, the new laws were
enacted and amendments to some laws were made. Moreover, the government enacted the 1951
Leave and Working Holidays Amendment Act.

In Myanmar, a gazetted holiday is a public holiday that is officially recognized by the
government and published in the official government gazette. The Gazette is a publication that
contains various official notices, including government orders, acts, rules, and notifications. The
formation of gazetted holidays in Myanmar is governed by the Myanmar Holidays Law, which
was enacted in 1951 and amended several times since then.* In Myanmar, there are several
gazetted holidays throughout the year, including National Day, Peasants’ Day, Diwali, and Eid
al-Adha etc.*

The major state holidays in the country hold significant importance in promoting
nationalist sentiments and are often accompanied by festive events. The government also
recognizes several religious holidays. The dates for Diwali and Eid al-Adha are usually
announced by government newspapers, and government offices often close on these days. It's
worth noting that some businesses and organizations in Myanmar may observe additional
holidays that are not officially gazetted by the government. However, these holidays are not
recognized as public holidays and may not be observed by all businesses or institutions.’

Worker's Day, also known as Labour Day or May Day, is an internationally recognized
holiday celebrated in many countries around the world. It serves as a tribute to the contributions
and achievements of the working class and highlights the ongoing struggle for workers' rights
and social justice. The struggles of workers and their organized movements laid the foundation
for the recognition of their contributions and the establishment of a dedicated day to honor their

06§ SE 00556565 g2 T 8050500560508 059 ( The issue of setting office holidays instead of ~ Saturdays
and Sundays), A.G. 15/3(1), Acc. No. 257, 1952, National Archives Department File.

(a) U Thant, [gaseoosanad (Road to Pyidawtha), Vol. 1+, Second Edition, Yangon, Pyitsagan Press, 2014,
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(b) The Burma Gazette, 590 gﬁé/ 399“055’55?90 sscp&')’ooce]ofqp:goes/ (1951 Vacation and Working Holidays

Act), August 25, 1951, Part-I11, pp.171-173 (Hereafter cited as The Burma Gazette, 1951 Vacation and Working
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Act), 17 November 1951, Vol. IV, p.858
* (a) The Burma Gazette, @é@maf@@%@oé’c“écméﬁ Qoooccpgeq:a;g?:qm a?ooc‘@;a)é 395% 6@5@9@9(-{/9:/
goes@}gass«p/ (Notices issued by the revolutionary government of the Union of Myanmar), 21 December 1963,
Vol. XVI (Part-1), p.1490
(b) @é@mofg@ﬁ@oé’c“écmf Qoofcptfces]:aaclg:q/ mqo;@s]:qoog@gzgo?s/ PEPERCISI [(;ﬁooé;: (Government of the
Union of Myanmar; Ministry of Justice, General Division newspaper), A.G. 3/11, Acc: No. 1212, File No. 5 M -5,
1953, National Archives Department File.
The Burma Gazette, :c008805q05qpia¢ 580590530905 32c08m0905 S00:9¢ a0 3008805905602 (Public
holidays and public holidays with allowance for public holidays), 26 December 1953, VVol.VI, (Part-2), p.1854



J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5 43

efforts. This research examines the following research questions: How did colonial rule and
post-independence political changes influence the growth and activities of labour movements in
Myanmar? How did the Oil-field workers' strike of 1938 contribute to the establishment of
Workers' Day in Myanmar? How is Workers' Day currently observed and celebrated in
Myanmar?

Research Aim

This research explores the historical development of the labour movement in Myanmar,
highlighting significant events, such as strikes, protests, and labour legislation, which have
shaped the country's labour landscape. Furthermore, it also investigates how Worker's Day is
celebrated in present-day Myanmar.

Research Method

The methodology integrates a qualitative approach, utilizing primary data from official
documents, report and archive records alongside secondary data sourced from libraries and
official documents.

The Origin and Significance of Workers' Day in Myanmar

In Myanmar, Labour Day has been celebrated as a public holiday since 1948, following
the country's independence from British Colonial rule. Labour Day, is also called International
Workers' Day and May Day. The holidays have their roots in the labour movements and
commemorates the struggles of workers for better working conditions, fair pay, and other labour
rights.

During the colonial period in Myanmar, the pioneering movement in Burmese labour was
the 1916-1917 strike by the American driller in Burmah Oil Company (Chauk). Moreover, about
200 clerks from the Burmah Oil Company (Chauk) in 1918, and in 1920 more than 8,000
workers from the oil refinery and wax factory from Thanlyin and 2,000 workers led by labour
union from Burmah oil Company (Chauk) in 1923, in May 1925, more than 2,500 cargo workers
at the Yangon port and in August 1925, about 3,000 workers of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Shipping
Company and in 1926, more than 4,000 laborers led by the Labour Union in Yenangyaung
Township went on strike. In May 1930, about 5,000 cargo workers went on strike against the
imperialists at Yangon port. Started from the strike of the American drillers in 1916 to the Indo-
Myanmar riot on 26 May 1930, general strikes broke out in Myanmar.* B.O.C tried to break up
the strike with the help of a group of nineteen high-paid Myanmar workers and police
detectives.?

The B.O.C company reduced the annual religious holiday to seven instead of ten days in
1938. According to the statement of oil company, although the religious holiday will be reduced,
the workers will be allowed to take leave up to ten days when they need it. However, BOC clerks
strongly protested for getting no ten days for religious leave and twenty days leave with salary

' Hla Kwint, 23950209 agcpé‘a)w:’aacqzagoc“:/ (The Worker’s Strike of 1974-1975 in Myanmar), Yangon, Dobama
Aloke Thama Press, 2015, p. 23-25

? [g§ep3200So000:00 50501 305 (2)r (Labour Movements in Myanmar, Vol. 1), Burma Socialist Programme Party,
Yangon, Sarpebaikman Press, 1972, p.164-185 (Hereafter cited as Labour Movements in Myanmar)
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per year. The ten religious holiday days is the right that the workers had originally obtained, but
now it has been unfairly reduced. The workers held a rally and rejected the suppression of
religious holiday days. Moreover, the workers demanded to get ten religious holidays and twenty
days leave with salary for a total of thirty days as the right obtained by the B.O.C clerks. They
also demanded to abolish the labor welfare department headed by Mr. Wester of the B.O.C
company and asked to be led by a group consisting of government, company and labor
representatives. Meanwhile, the oil-field workers submitted twelve demands to the B.O.C
company. Out of the twelve demands, the B.O.C company complied with only three and did not
comply with the rest. The three demands that the company complied with are as follows;

(1) Electric lighting will be installed in labor barracks. However, it cannot be installed
inside residence of the workers.

(2) Arrangements will be made to get enough water in the labour barracks.
(3) Labour barracks will be repaired and built.!

While the workers' demands were proposing, a case of the unfair removal of labour
leader, Thakhin Khin who is a mechanic from the transport section of the Chauk B.O.C occoured
on 8 January 1938. As soon as the removal of Thakhin Khin from the work was announced, the
workers of the Chauk B.O.C company went on strike. The B.O.C representatives discussed with
the labour leaders and they agreed to return to work, but the leaders who led the B.O.C strike
would be arrested.? The great oil-field workers® strike spread to Lanywa, Singu, Yenangyat,
Molar, and Yenangyaung within two or three days. In addition, the strike spread to the workers
and clerks of oil refinery in Thanlyin.> As the workers® strike gained strength, S.H.Muller
Worth, D.S.P of Magway District issued Article 144 of the Curfew Order started from 12 January
1938 in order to break the strike. Deputy Minister of oil industry also issued a further order not to
carry weapons. On 17 January 1938, as more than 90 percent of the labour forces went on strike,
the government authorities and company officials at Yenangyaung again issued a criminal code
of 144 to prevent gathering of more than four people.*

The B.O.C company and the British government arrested the women and men who were
taking part in the strike. About 15 days after the strike, Chief Minister, Dr. Ba Maw and Minister
of Commerce, Dr. Thein Maung went to the oil field areas of Yenangyaung and Chauk to solve
the problems but in vain.

The oil-field workers' strike of 1300 began on 8 January 1938, at the Chauk oil-field area.
The workers from oil-field areas shout loudly the following slogan;

"Strike strike upside down"

' Maung Thit Lwin, 0000 [gaisé eqsefgaaeqeorsd: (Oil-field Workers’ strike of 1300), Yangon, — Myananda
Press, 2013, Third Edition, p. 19,22 (Hereafter cited as Maung Thit Lwin, Oil-field Workers’ strike of 1300)
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® Thakhin KhinZaw/ Q@Ga:a)l@ocf‘:/ (History of May Day), Yangon, Burmese Women's Press, p. 54-55,
(Hereafter cited as History of May Day)

* Thakhin Khin Zaw, 06?(}90900)(566]:?5 39(’9(5:1)6’9:0?009083/ (Myanmar’s Independence and workers’Struggle),
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® History of May Day, p. 55



J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5 45

"My lord, Dobama"
"Capitalism, Let it be destroyed"
"Capitalism, let it fall"
"Revolution, let it win"

The slogans were raised with big flags all over the oil-field areas Dobama Asiayone
supported the oil-field workers’ strike in Chauk with the spirit of people in all parts of Myanmar
and money.! Myanmar's first May Day ceremony was held under the leadership of Dobama
Asiayone at Lebaw Tazaung in Yenangyaung Township on 1 May 1938 while Chauk oil-field
workers’ strike was in full swing in 1938. The May Day demonstration was attended by Thakhin
Lay Maung and Thakhin Soe from Dobama Asiayone Headquarters. Thakhin Soe, who arrived
from Yangon discussed regarding the worker’s day that is 1 May. Then Thakhin Soe continued
as follows that:__

May Day, now celebrated as Workers’ Day, was started in the United States in
1886. At that time, the poor workers gathered to protest against the torture and
unfair repression of the person of great wealth in America. This started from
the United States and has been held once a year. Like all countries around the
world, today is the day when everyone will be celebrating Labour Day. They
will be celebrating Labour Day just like the workers of the world. This is
organized by Myanmar workers, just like the workers of the world.?

Then Thakhin Ba Maung continued to speak as follows that:

Many Myanmar oil-field workers were forced to go on strike to protest against
the torture of the rich. Therefore, they held a celebration on 1 May every year
to celebrate the Workers' Day.’

The World Workers' Day in Chauk was planned to celebrate like that of Yenangyaung
Township, but the Deputy Minister of oil industry issued Article 144. Therefore, a mass meeting
could not be held in Chauk, but a meeting was held with labour leaders.”

After the oil-field workers gave a show of strength for the International Worker’s Day in
1938, May Day ceremonies have been held in many parts of the country in 1939. A show of
strength for May Day were held at Yangon, Mandalay, Mawlamyine, Myaing Mya, Pyinmana,
Taungoo, Chauk, and Yenangyaung. At the fourth conference of the Dobama Asiayone, Thakhin
Soe put up a motion that 1 May should be recognized as the International Workers’ Day and
Thakhin Pe Than supported the proposal and it was decided by the Dobama Asiayone.® In 1940-
1941, May Day celebrations were also held by Dobama Asiayone under the government
repression. However, in 1942, Dobama Asiayone was declared as an illegal association by the
British government and therefore, May Day celebrations could not be held in Myanmar. Then,

Labour Movements in Myanmar, p. 235
History of May Day, p. 55

Ibid, p. 97

Labour Movements in Myanmar, p. 238
History of May Day, p. 69
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during the interwar period, the Japanese authorities severely suppressed the people and so May
Day celebrations could not be held in Myanmar.*

After the Second World War, two major political parties, Burma Communist Party and
Burma Socialist Party emerged in Myanmar and the All Burma Trade Union Congress
(ABTUC), led by Burma Communist Party and the Trade Union Congress Burma (TUCB), led
by the Burma Socialist Party were formed as two major labour organizations under the banner of
Anti-Fascist People League (AFPFL). As two Labour Organizations emerged, the labour unity
began to disintegrate. However, these two large groups formed a joint committee within the
AFPFL and coordinated the political activities. The joint committee of Burma Communist Party
and the Burma Socialist Party collaborated to celebrate the Workers’ Day (May Day) after the
Second World War.?

The joint committee of Burma Communist Party and the Burma Socialist Party held the
meeting for holding International Workers” Day at the house of Ko Ba Hein in Myenigone in
April 1946 in order to celebrate the International Workers’ Day in 1946. The international
workers” day was organized by the coordination of representatives from Burma Communist Party
and Burma Socialist Party. Myanmar workers were able to give a show of strength for
International Workers’ Day in 1946 and 19473

During the years in 1948, 1949 and 1950 TUCB celebrated Workers’ Day by cooperating
with other separate organizations. U Tin Nyunt (TUCB), Secretary of the Committee for holding
International Workers’ Day called a mass meeting on 26 April 1948 and encouraged workers to
participate in the Workers’ Day celebration and clarified the plans. Many capitalist companies
who are extremely worried about the May Day celebration said that they cannot pay wages if
they miss work for workers’ day. As the capitalists were shouting and harassing the workers,
Thakhin Lwin, TUCB President sent representatives from TUCB to the ministers for the Ministry
of Labour and Ministry of Finance and discussed the matters. Therefore, Sao Shwe Thaik, the
President of the Union of Burma, announced Workers’ Day (May Day) as a holiday with full pay
on 27 April 1948.* The TUCB organized the May Day ceremony on 1 May 1949, which is
International Workers’ Day.5

Among the shows of strength celebrated after regaining her independence, The May Day
of 1950 was the most significant demonstrations in Myanmar. A wide range of organizations
participated in the May Day celebration organized in that year and Thakhin Lwin, TUCB
President acted as the chairman and Thakhin Khin Zaw as general secretary. The special features
of May Day demonstration in 1950 are the prevention of world war since May Day in 1950,
moving motions for world peace, showing art exhibitions of workers, sending the formal
messages to workers in Soviet Union and People Republic of China, and marching by holding

' bid, p. 75-76
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pictures of the world's working class leaders such as Marx, Angel, Lenin, Stalin and Mao
Zedong.*

Unlike previous years, the Myanmar government organized May Day celebration in the
honor of the workers in 1958. May Day celebrations of 1958 were held at Kyonmange,
Thaekone, Thaton, Waw, and Pyinmana Townships.? From 1959 to 1962, May Day celebrations
were no longer held by the government, but it was led by labor federations and held
fragmentedly. The year 1959 was a year of the May Day rivalry reached its peak.®

During the Revolutionary Council Government in 1963, the May Day ceremony was led
by the revolutionary government and held at the old Kyikkasan horse racetrack in Yangon.
General Ne Win, chairman of the Revolutionary Council attended the celebration and delivered a
speech. On the Workers’ Day of 1963, the exhibition halls, market festivals and nightly
entertainment such as the film, Puppet show, and plays were held for fun in the large horse racing
arena.* The Workers’ Day of 1964 was celebrated in the Chauk Township where the 1300
uprising started in Myanmar. In 1964, the special feature of May Day was that the people who
fought in the 1300 Uprising were invited as special guests and were honored by General Ne Win
with 500 Kyats.> On Workers’ Day of 1965, party members, and factory workers dressed in the
same clothes and enthusiastically marched to the Kyaikkasan stadium with solidarity and slogans
at midnight.°

The Labour Day meeting of 1974 was held at the Saya San Hall in Kyaikkasan stadium in
Yangon. U Ne Win, the President of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Myanmar, sent a
"Labour Day" message to the public. The Workers’s Day celebrations were held all parts of
Myanmar such as Wet Lek Township, Natalin Township, Letpadan Township, Le Way
Township, and Sakagyi Township.”’

May Day celebration of 1988, was held by supporting three political objectives in States
and Divisions. U Ne Win, the chairman of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Myanmar, sent
a "Labour Day" message to the public. In honor of Labour Day, environmental clean-up events
are held by organizations around the city.?

! History of May Day, p. 80-81
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Celebrations and public work discussions were held every Workers’ Day in the States and
Divisions under the Burma Socialist Programme Party led by U Ne Win until 1988. In Myanmar,
from the time of the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) in 1992 until the time of
the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) in 2015, Heads of State have sent May Day
messages in honor of Labour Day every year.

Conclusion

Myanmar's first May Day ceremony was held under the leadership of Dabama Asiayone
at Lebaw Tazaung in Yanangyaung Township on 1 May 1938 while Chauk oil-field workers’
strike was in full swing in 1938. The oil-field workers' strike of 1300 was a strike that led by
Myanmar to celebrate the first May Day ceremony together with the world. However, in 1942, as
Dobama Asiayone was declared as an illegal association by the British government May Day
celebrations could not be held in Myanmar. Then, during the interwar period, May Day
celebrations could not be held in Myanmar. The joint committee of Burma Communist Party and
the Burma Socialist Party collabrated to celebrate the Workers’ Day (May Day) after the Second
World War. Many capitalist companies who were extremely worried about the May Day
celebration was shouting and harassing the workers, Thakhin Lwin, TUCB President sent
representatives from TUCB to the ministers for the Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Finance
and discussed the matters. Therefore, Sao Shwe Thaik, the President of the Union of Burma,
announced Workers’ Day (May Day) as a holiday with full pay on 27 April 1948. From 1959 to
1962, May Day celebrations were no longer held by the government, but it was led by labour
federations. During the Revolutionary Council Government in 1963, the May Day ceremony was
led by the revolutionary government. In Myanmar, from the time of the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC) in 1992 until the time of the Union Solidarity and Development
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Party (USDP) in 2015, Heads of State have sent May Day messages in honor of Labour Day
every year.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION OF MUDON
TOWNSHIP

Thazin Mon*

Abstract

This research explores the historical development and transformation of Mudon Township, now
known as Mudon, focusing on its geographical, cultural, and administrative evolution. The
historical trajectory of Zayar Township reveals a dynamic interplay between local traditions and
external influences. Originally part of the Mottama Thirty-Two Towns, Zayar's significance as a
trade and administrative center was marred by repeated warfare, including conflicts with
Ayutthaya and Myanmar rulers. The impact of the First Anglo-Myanmar War (1824-1826) led to
significant demographic shifts, with British annexation introducing new administrative practices
and infrastructure. The construction of the Mawlamyine-Kyaikkhami road in 1833 and subsequent
migration from various regions revitalized the township. By the mid-19" century, Zayar,
rebranded as Mudon, emerged as a key administrative and agricultural hub, benefiting from both
Mon migration and infrastructural improvements. The transformation from Zayar to Mudon
reflects broader trends of adaptation and resilience in response to external pressures and internal
changes. This aim of this research is to investigate the historical development and transformation
of Mudon Township. By examining the historical and socio-political factors that have influenced
Mudon Township, this research seeks to enhance our understanding of the region’s resilience and
adaptability amidst external pressures and internal shifts. Additionally, it offers insights into
broader historical trends impacting southeastern Myanmar.

Keywords: Mudon, Zayar, Socio-economic, Township administration Mottama Thirty-Two Towns

Introduction

Mudon Township, formerly known as Zayar Township, situated in the fertile plains of
southeastern Myanmar, Mudon Township has been a significant site of historical and cultural
evolution. The township's history, marked by ancient Mon settlements and the impacts of
colonial rule, reveals a complex narrative of change and continuity. Originally a key trade and
administrative center within the Mottama Thirty-Two Towns, Zayar Township’s development
has been shaped by both external conflicts and internal transformations. Notable upheavals
include the First Anglo-Myanmar War and the subsequent British annexation, which resulted in
considerable demographic shifts and administrative restructuring. The paper is organized as
follows: the first section provides a detailed historical context of Zayar Township; the second
explores its administrative evolution and the impacts of colonial rule; and the third analyzes the
socio-economic changes leading to the modern-day Mudon Township.

Research Aim

This research aims to investigate the historical development and transformation of Mudon
Township, focusing on the effects of colonial rule, migration, and the socio-economic structure
and demographic evolution of Mudon Township, formerly known as Zayar Township.

! Department of History, University of Yangon
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Research Method

Utilizing a comprehensive approach that includes historical analysis, geographical
surveys, and socio-economic data evaluation. Primary sources include historical records, Zayar
Township surveys, and archival materials from both colonial and pre-colonial periods. Secondary
sources consist of historical accounts, academic literature on Mon history, and regional studies.
Additionally, the research utilizes cartographic evidence to trace shifts in administrative
boundaries and infrastructural development. This comprehensive methodology seeks to elucidate
how historical and socio-political factors have shaped the township’s development and
population dynamics over time.

Historical Context

Mudon Township, formerly known as Zayar Township, is located in a region
characterized by a diverse topography that includes the prominent Limestone Mountains.
Historically, it was one of the thirty-two townships listed in the Sittan of Mottama, bearing the
name Zayar. The township is also home to three ancient towns that add to its rich historical
significance. The majority of the population in Zayar Township is of Mon ethnicity, with many
villages where the Mon language is still widely spoken. Geographically, Zayar Township spans
from Mawlamyine to Kalunbaw Pagoda in the east, and from Mawlamyine to Kin Chaung in the
northwest. To the south, it extends from Wakharu Town to Kamaparin Stream, and to the
southwest, it reaches from Wakharu Town to Bikalyin Stream. In the northeast, the township's
boundaries extend from Winyaw Town to Taikkalar Hill. This comprehensive description of
Zayar Township is outlined in the Zayar Township Survey.

There are three old towns included in Zayar Township, notably, Binhlaing Town
(Kawkhapon Village), Zayar Town (Kamarwet Town) and Lebin Town (Kwanton Ward). At the
heart of Zayar, Pyinsalanago (Kamarwet) is situated. The term Pyinsalanago means “Pyinsa”
five persons, “Sala” moving, “Nago” town. Regarding Binhlaing Old Town, the old town was
built with laterite stones, was around seven feet high. The entrance road of Sasana Waiponelarma
Monastry is the entrance to the old town. Of Binhlaing Old Town, there is Binhlaing lake in the
east, Binhlaing stream in the north and it is 3 miles away from the west.

Regarding Zayar Town (Kamarwet Town), the circled moat of the old town has length of
around 1 mile each, 100 feet width and the depth are 5 to 6 feet in the east and 2 and half feet in
the north and west. In the southern part of the moat, there were bushes and shrubs, and a bazaar is
on the moat and town wall at the entrance to the town wall. The renovated Zayar pagoda is
situated 200 feet away on the south-east corner of east moat inside the town.® The name Zayar

! mr. B.O. Binns, Burma Gazetteer, Amherst District, Volume A, Rangoon, Superintendent, Government Printing

and Stationery, Union of Burma, 1962, p. 19 (Hereafter cited as Binns, Burma Gazetteer, Amherst District)
2 Ma Ngwe Su, “elaél[éwugeﬁ q?ﬁo%:go:eqsaaeo’r omoeecgcooqjcﬁ (o@GJ—oqu)” (“A Study on the Socio-

Economic History of Mudon Township (1962-1974)”), M.Res, Department of History, Mawlamyine University,
2002, p. 4 (Hereafter cited as Su, “Socio-Economic”)

Ma Ohmar Khin, “63(§,§05208E: (opoo-o@q)” (“History of Mudon Township (1901-1927)”), (Ph.D),
Department of History, Yangon University, p. 23 (Hereafter cited as Ohmar, “History of Mudon Township”)
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was named after an old rich man named Zina, who was named (Zayar').? Later, the place was
called Zayar Town, which was also called “Pyinsalanago”, “Don Ze” in Myanmar.’

Administrative Evolution

Administration region by King Thirimarthawtayarzar (Thiridamar Thawka) of the Thaton
Dynasty, there were the duke Thugadinmin of Mupon (Mawlamyine), the duke (Banyathanbwi)
of Zayar, Thameinpyatthapop of Wakharu, the duke Bawgarin of Lamaing and the duke Hanlar
of Ye.* Zayar Old Town, it is concluded that those were located at Theingon Village, a village of
today Kamarwet Town, 9 miles away from Mudon Town.® Zayar Town, similar to Thaton was
also affected and damaged by warfare.®

Regarding Lebin Town (Kwanton Ward), according to Mon literature, the term “Laevin”
or “Lavin” has three different meanings (1) “Lebin Sura” in Mon means those who produces
and sells alcohol or drunkards, (2) “Lebin Weinzin” means gamblers, (3) “Lebin Lawdayin”
means the musicians or dancers. Those people, in nature, lived in group by establishing their
wards or villages.” Progression over time, Lebin Village grew and expanded and reached a level
of town in Thaton Era. Lebin Town had the town wall two furlongs in length and width) on all
four sides of the town and there was a moat outside the town wall. Inside the town, roads, streets
and housing blocks were built orderly. The ward inside the town was called in Mon language
“Kwanton” (Royal Town) as per the name “Kwanton” 8, there were different levels of duke
(Myosa), second in command of Military unit (Sit Kal), officer presenting to and relay king’s
order (Nar Khan), Clerical staff (Myosa-yae) and Head of town (Myo-Thugyi) in place.’ Kwanton
Ward was one of three parts under administration of Mudon Town’s head. Kwanton in Mon
language means; “Kwan” village and “ton” town. Therefore, Kwanton means the village inside
the town.'® The old town was surrounded by town wall and moat with the duke or town’s head
who administered that town.™

! Regarding the Myanmar spelling of Zayar Town, historians use the letter “Ya Kaut” while in Ayo Gu stone
inscription of U Shwe Aye, it used the letter “Ya Pa Let”

? 05/g, $05208¢: (The History of Mudon Township), Township Law and Order Restoration Council, Mudon Town,
pp. 1-2 (Hereafter cited as The History of Mudon Township)

¥ ogjoseaSeooSeonsaodlzamayp: (A Brief History of Kyaikze Pagoda), Myanmar Era 1369, p. 21 (Hereafter
cited as Kyaikze Pagoda)

* Mg Kyi Sein (Ramanya), opsza068:0lls¢ 050509198 9Sgapoeopep: (Awake Bhone Thit and Past and Present
Pictorial Journals), 1% Edition, Mawlamyine, Swe Moe Press, 2017,
p. 151 (Hereafter cited as Sein, Past and Present)

® Su, “Socio-Economic”, p. 2

® mesoasf§) 1 eaaScgoaagiosaaconsgp: (Regional Specifics of Kamarwet Township), Mudon Township
General Administration Department, Mawlamyine District, Mon State, 2019, p. 2 (Hereafter cited as Regional
Specifics of Kamarwet Township)

" g8lgpSsSgboSp05006: (ogeo) (Chronicle of Mon State (1981)), General Administration Department, Mudon
Township, Type Writing Copy, p. 17 (Hereafter cited as Chronicle of Mon State (1981))

® 05/G,88 (000) [gaS 3a86:amp05006008 (The Journal Marked the Centenary Year of Mudon Town), Mudon
General Administration Department, 1901-2001, p. 3 (Hereafter cited as Mudon Centenary Journal)

® Tin Naing Toe, /g$eo/gaSord9ccodzaé (A Guide Across Myanmar), Yangon, Mizzima Publishing, 2013, p. 349

(Hereafter cited as Naing, Myanmar)

Su, “Socio-Economic”, p. 3
1 bid, p. 2
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Although had wide town walls and moat as the town dweller increased and expanded
residential area, the old town wall and moat faded and disappeared among populous quarters. The
place of Kwanton school at Kwanton ward, Myoma (2) ward, Mudon, is a central part with Royal
hill and palaces and Kawhaparauk, Kawthabyu Buddha image (Nyaungbin Yat Buddha Image),
the vicinity of primary school is inside the town wall. There were two doors on the east and west
of town wall and the door in the west reached from today Kokkodan ruined temple to new
temple, Lawkamarazein Buddha image. The moat was situated along the town wall and there was
rubble of town wall discovered in some properties at Kwanton.*

The place of moat and its stream near Kwanton Monastery was previously accessible
from Shin Saw Pu Road to Donkani Rice mill by boat. Now in the west of Kwanton Monastery,
there is a creek leading to Kwin Villages since.? In the silt-up creek near today Kawlebin pagoda,
a mouse catcher®, found seventy coins* of Pyu Era. Moreover, in the vicinity of such a place,
there were some old wooden boards, old ropes and anchors subsided in the soil discovered.
Therefore, it can be concluded that it was an old commercial port town having commercial
relationship not only with Mottama thirty-two Towns but with other Mon Towns such as
Hanthawaddy, Dagon, Thanlyin, Dalla and Sriksetra Pyu Town.> Those coins were assumed as
Pyu coins because there was a symbol of Srivatsa on those coins.®

The King Anawrahta of Bagan Dynasty established the first nation of Myanmar, covering
Takaung and Ngasaungchan in the north town, Thalinkyae in the south, Missagiri Mountain
(Chin Mountain Range) in the west and Thanlwin River in the east. Thalinkyae means the cape
Salang at northern edge of Malay peninsula, and therefore, the regions of Mon people such as
Bago, Mottama, Mawlamyine, Ye, Dawei, Myeik were fallen under the reign of Myanmar King.
Mottama Town, then, was a big town with thirty-two Satellite Towns and twelve Zars’.® After
Bagan Dynasty, in AD 1281, at the time of King Wareru, Mottama became the royal capital and
Mon Towns and Villages of Ramanya region went to be flourishing again.” In Ramanya region,
lower part of Myanmar, monarchy was prevalent in Hanthawaddy (Bago) while, in parallel, in
the upper Myanmar, similar monarchy prevalent in Innwa, Taungoo, Nyaungyan and
Konbaung.” In AD 1287, the era of Hanthawaddy, the King Magadu of Wareru Dynasty was
inaugurated with the title of “Binnya Waru” and reigned all parts of Ramanya regions and
founded Sriyadanapuya Town.'* The King Magadu, composed Mon Dhamathat Kyan (code of

! (a) The History of Mudon Township, p. 3
(b) Interviewee with U Ngwe Hlaing (Old Member of Commune), a Resident of Kwanton
Neighborhood, Mudon Township (6 February 2023)
2 (a) Ohmar, “History of Mudon Township”, p. 3
(b) Interviewee with U Kyaw Soe Moe, one of the Local People in Kwanton, Myoma (2) Ward,
Mudon Town (4 March 2023)
® In 1978, the name of mouse catcher who lived in Kawthabin was U Tun Oo

“ U San Win, Srdoltaicoosegsoloocssgps (Selected Monograph of U San Win), Department of Historical Research and National Library,
Yangon, Aung Kyaw Moe Colour Press, 2020, p. 106 (Hereafter cited as Win, Monograph)

® (a) Chronicle of Mon State (1981), p. 19
(b) Su, “Socio-Economic”, pp. 2-3

® Mr, Robinson and L.A, Shaw, The Coins and Banknotes of Burma, England, Lancashire and Cheshire Numismatic
Society, 1980, P. 9 (Hereafter cited as Robinson and Shaw, The Coins and Banknotes of Burma)

" Zar means Suburban Area (village)

8 Sein, Past and Present, p(.‘152 . e e . ;

U Myint, 3505 eg:c000&:086:08 oodosieoo5e005 (Mudon Township, Historical Kangyi Pagoda), 3"
Edition, Yangon, Thihabahu Press, 2015, p. 59 (Hereafter cited as Myint, Kangyi Pagoda)

% Win, Monograph, p. 78

! Mottama was once called Sriyadanapura
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law), re-established Mottama Town with thirty-two Satellite Towns and twelve Zars.® The eight
successive Mon King of Wareru Dynasty, Binnya U, moved royal seat from Mottama Town to
Hanthawaddy (Bago Town). At the time of Binnya U, Mottama thirty-two Towns were
renovated.?

Lebin had commercial relation not only with Mottama thirty-two Towns but with
Hanthawaddy (Bago), Thanlyin, Dagon, Dalla, Sriksetra (Pyay). At that time of Binnya U, so as
to make Ramanya region more orderly, the administration of “Mandala” * in which thirty-two
Towns as satellite towns was initiated and then there were three Mon of three Mandala including
“Kuthima” “Kuthinagaya” (Pathein) thirty-two Mandala towns,®> Hanthawaddy (Bago) thirty-
two Mandala towns,® Mottama thirty-two Mandala towns’. Mottama Mon was called Mon Da,
Hanthawaddy Mon was called Mon Daing and Pathein Mon was called Mon Nya.®

In Ariyarwontha Treatise, it is described three Mon- Mon Daing, Mon Da, Mon Nya.
There is a discourse of ninety-nine Mon Towns. In three Mon regions, there were ninety-nine
Mon towns, out of which, there were thirty-two Towns including Mottama, thirty-three towns
including Hanthawaddy and thirty-three towns including Pathein, in total of ninety-nine towns.’
Each Mandala had their respective ruling kings and therefore, there are in total of ninety-nine
kings including three kings of each Mandala and of ninety-nine towns. Such Mandala
administration system was also practiced in other Monarchy in South East Asia under Asia-India
cultural influence.*®

Therefore, Mottama duke administered Mawlamyine, Zayar, Wakharu, Ye, Lamaing,
Bilu Kyun Towns. In 1563, Myanmar - Thai war and warfare, Mottama thirty-two Towns,
notably Tungwun, Mottama, Mawlamyine, Bilu Kyun, Lebin, Zayar, Wakharu, Lamaing, Ye,
Lakonebyee, Hlaing Bwe, Htar Kai, Thazine, Paung, Myawaddy, Zweya, Kyeik, Gyaing, Kawt
Bain, Attaran, Zami, Taung Poet, Winyaw and Kon Towns were affected, became battleground
and the local economy, social lives and peacefulness went down. As a result, residential area and
inhabitants there became disappeared. According to revenue inquest at the time of Bodawpaya,
Lebin Town, on account of all-round deterioration, was not included on the list of Mottama
thirty-two Towns and instead it was described in the name of Zayar Town.™

Around half of Mon people inhabited in Mottama thirty-two Towns area moved to
neighboring country. At the time of Bodawpaya (Badon Min), in collecting data for Sittan, it

b 0869 000:9050508C: (94) (Ethnic Historical Records (Mon)), Ministry of Culture, Department of Historical

Research, 1% Edition, Yangon, Shwe Minthar Press, 2013, p. 7 (Hereafter cited as Ethnic Historical Records)
2 Sein, Past and Present, pp. 152-153
¥ Chronicle of Mon State (1981), p. 18
* Mandala means Regions, Provinces or States
> Appendix |
® Appendix I1
! Appendix 11
& Marmaka (Researcher), gﬁoﬁgaeﬁsspe&) (The Indigenous Place of Mon Ramanya), 1% Edition, Yangon, Tet Lan

Publishing House, 1997, p. 7 (Hereafter cited as Marmaka, The Indigenous Place of Mon Ramanya)
oc C [y o ¢ oc o [y o ¢ (o ¢ (o -
K o?c:qc:wo:gsscyq//:@p:sac@bc:/ 20626000008 00/01 ca00C:0k oooo@:sok:g/o (About Mon Ethnic
Group, the Historical Extract, Article, Collection of Treatises), Ethnic Affair Committee of Mon State Parliament,
p. 523 (Hereafter cited as About Mon Ethnic Group)
Win, Monograph, p. 87
1 Sein, Past and Present, p. 156
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describes both inhabited towns and villages and uninhabited towns and villages. According to
Mottama thirty-two Towns Survey, in eastern part of Mottama, Kawt Bain and Kon Towns were
inhabited towns while Zweya Town, Kyeik Town, Taung Poet Town, Myawaddy Town, Paung
Town, Thazine Town, Htar Kai Town, Hlaing Bwe Town were uninhabited. In the southern part,
Mawlamyine, Attaran Town, Winyaw Town, Wakharu Town, Lamaing Town, Ye Town, Bilu
Kyun Town were inhabited whereas Kon and Zami Towns were uninhabited. In the northern
part, Lakonebyee Town, Myaing Town, Binhlaing Town, Yinnyein Town, Kawt Town,
Tungwun Town, Eiphyit Town, Eiwae Town, Taikkalar were uninhabited while Yinohn Town
and Tungtami Town were inhabited. Therefore, Lebin Town was uninhabited ruined town, which
was not on the list of Mottama thirty-two Towns in the Sittan at Bodawpaya period.!

Colonial Impact and Transformation

In AD 1826, in the First Anglo - Myanmar War at the time of Sagaing Min (Bagyidaw),
the British Annexed Yangon, Thanlyin, Bago, Mottama, Ye, Dawei, Myeik regions. Taking
advantage of such circumstance, Thai invaded and captured 16000 people from southern part of
Mottama and brought them to Yahine and Chaingmai. As a result, the southern region of
Mottama such as Mawlamyine, Lebin, Bilu Kyun, Zayar, Wakharu, Lamaing and Ye Towns
became ruined and abandoned for years.?

After First Anglo - Myanmar War with Yandabo Treaty in 1826, British government tried
to control the township in Thaninthayi region to be stable and peaceful. In place of Myanmar
traditional administrative system, the hierarchical administrative system with divisional
Commissioner (Wunshintawmingyi), District Administrator (Deputy Commissioner), Gazette
Officer of Sub-divisional Rank, Myo Paing, Circle Head Man, Village Head was initiated. Then,
Mawlamyine was the seat of Divisional Commissioner and District Administrator Offices. Then,
in Kyaikkhami District, eight townships such as Mawlamyine, Bilu Kyun Township, Zayar
Township, Attaran Township, Wakharu Township, Ye Township, Haungthayaw Township,
Kyainseikgyi Township were included.’

The dwellers in Lebin and Zayar Towns had to leave their houses and flee due to conflicts
during 1774 - 1826. The worst years were 1774, 1814 and 1826. After the First Anglo - Myanmar
War of 1827, the town population increased with people from Yangon, Thanlyin, Dalla, Twantay
and Bilu Kyun migrated to Kwanton area while people from Attaran, Kyaikmaraw migrated to
Kyaung Thit area. Following that people from Attaran, Kyaikmaraw, northern Mottama Area
such as Sit Taung, Taikkalar, Donwun, Got, Yinnyein and Ayeyawady Delta region migrated
into the town along with the migrating of some Indian and Chinese people. Thereby, Zayar Town
and its vicinity became flourished.*

! (a)Win, Monograph, p. 89
(b)U Pyinyar, ogoeepeoleoltsgidsé egoeodonsseuncsoyé: (Mottama Yarzawin Paung Chote and Old
Mottama Sittan), 1% Edition, Thaton, Thuwanawaddy Pitakas Press, 1289, pp. 28-29 (Hereafter cited as Pyinyar,
Mottama Yarzawin Paung Chote)

2 Sein, Past and Present, p. 159
® Sein, Past and Present, p. 168

* Chronicle of Mon State (1981), p. 19
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When British government re-demarcated the boundary of townships, Naungkhari
Village, Kawya Village, Kawkhani Village and southern nine Villages were included into Zayar
Township which made Zayar region a township with 40 miles length from south to north. In
1833, British government built 55 miles long Mawlamyine - Kyaikkhami road which eased,
despite no motor vehicle then, the travelers on carts and on foot.! As population increased, the
residential ward of Lebin Town expanded. The ward expanded to the northern edge of town was
called in Mon language as “Mote ngin” (edge of town), which was then changed into Mudon?
with an ease in transportation and administration, and the growth of population there, in 1843,
Mudon was destinated to be the seat of Township Administrator Office.®

In 1872, around 30,000 Mon people from Thanlyin, Twantay, Dalla led by Thanlyin
Myowun Naing Sat with the title of Thameinparu, Twantay Mayor U Htawlay and other Mon
elders such as Thanlyin lighthouse officer Kin Wun Phoe Maungngan and U Phoe Saw migrated
into Mawlamyine area with over 500 boats. Out of them, Kin Wun Phoe Maungngan and his
group established the villages such as Kamaroak, Wegali, Kamarcheik, Pyinmagon, Balauk-
nyaungwaing, Kawparan, Katonpaw, Kin Chaung, Kamarthin, Kamarpate along the fertile region
of costal and other riverine area of Zayar Region (today Mudon Township). Later, agrarian
villages appeared in the southern and northern coastal regions in Mudon Township and the area
was populous again.*

Zayar Town is situated in the Mon State and three Mon (Mondaing, Monda, Monnya)
inhabited there, all local names and terms are in Mon language.® With the migration of thousand
people, previously uninhabited town became populous again. New places and new villages
emerged and Kwanton Village (Lebin Town) was promoted to be Mudon Administrative Unit
(Circle). Afterwards, several wards such as Mintan Ward, Sarshin Ward, Botel Ward, Laysu
Ward, Donkani Ward, Lanmagyi Ward sprang up leading to conjunction of Kyaikkhami -
Mawlamyine Road and Mudon - Chaungngakhaw Road.®

Previously Zayar Township was started as the village and it was at the edge of the town,
Mon language, it was called “Mote Ngin” derived from the term “Mu Tein”. “Mu” means the
edge and “Tein” means the town. Therefore, the term “Mutein” means the edge of the town
which over time changed, in Mon sound, “Mutein” to “Mudon”.” They were Mawlamyine’s
head Kaylusu, Wakharu Town’s head Nga Sonpar, Zayar Town’s head Nga Baw, Bin Hliang
Town’s Head Nga Pa Sat® while Lebin Village was included in Zayar Township, as described in
Sittan of town’s head Nga Baw. Later, Zayar Township of jurisdiction became Mudon and the
place of Zayar Town became Kamarwet Town.®

! Ohmar, “History of Mudon Township”, p. 161

2 Mudon Centenary Journal, p. 5

® Ibid, p. 6

* (a) Interviewee with U Kyi Sein (Retired), the Secretary of People Council, Mawlamyine,Mon State (31 January
2023)
(b) Sein, Past and Present, p. 160

> The History of Mudon Township, p. 3

® Ohmar, “History of Mudon Township”, pp. 30-31

" Su, “Socio-Economic”, p. 2

8 ??@?ﬁaﬁ‘ag@& (Mudon Township Magazine), No. (1), Mudon Township Magazine Publishing Committee,

Yangon, Fugiko Press, 2012, p. 34 (Hereafter cited as Mudon Township Magazine)
° Naing, Myanmar, p. 349
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Then, the nephew of Min Maung Ngan®, Lighthouse officer Kin Wun, U Shwe Aye was
appointed as a town administrator (Myooke). The name of the township, Zayar, was continued. It
is known that for the purpose of revenue collection, it was classified as different circle such as
Kawkhani circle, Pa-Auk circle, Kin Chaung circle, Mudon circle, Kun Hla circle.? In 1901,
British government, in order to make administration and transportation functions to be more
effective, changed Zayar Township of Kyaikkhami District (today Mawlamyine District) to be
Mudon Township, changed Attaran Township to be Kyaikmaraw Township, changed Bilu Kyun
Township to be Chaungzon Township, changed Wakharu Township to be Kyaikkhami
Township.® In 1932, Kwanton, Kamarwet, Kalawtthawt, Tagondaing and Pa-Auk five villages
were included in Kyaikkhami jurisdiction area.*

Previously Mon state was formed with two districts; Thaton District and Mawlamyine
District, covering ten townships. In Thaton District; Kyaikto, Bilin, Thaton and Paung Townships
were included while in Mawlamyine District; Mawlamyine, Chaungzon, Kyaikmaraw, Mudon,
Thanbyuzayat, Ye Townships and Lamaing and Khawzar sub-townships of Ye were included.” In
April 2022, today Mon State was formed with four districts; which were Kyaikto, Thaton,
Mawlamyine and Ye Districts. Kyaikto District covers Kyaikto and Bilin Townships while
Thaton District covers Thaton and Paung Townships. In Mawlamyine District, Mawlamyine,
Chaungzon, Mudon, Kyaikmaraw, Thanbyuzayat Townships are included and in Ye District, Ye
Township is included.® Mudon Township covers two towns; Mudon Town and Kamarwet Town.
In 2014, Kamarwet Village of Mudon Township was promoted to be Kamarwet Town under
notification by Ministry of Union Office, Ministry of Home Affairs.’

Conclusion

The historical evolution of Zayar Township, now present-day Mudon, reflects key
developments in Mon history, including the rise and fall of Mon kingdoms, the impact of wars,
and transformations during British colonialism. Strategically located and agriculturally fertile, the
area has long been a hub for trade and settlement. Zayar Township, part of the Mottama Thirty-
Two Towns, was devastated by wars with Ayutthaya, Burmese rulers like King Anawrahta and
King Bodawpaya, leading to population declines and abandonment.

Following the First Anglo-Myanmar War in 1826, British annexation brought stability
and infrastructure improvements, such as the construction of the Mawlamyine-Kyaikkhami road
in 1833, reviving the township. Migration from other regions, including from India and China,
boosted the population and economy. By 1843, Mudon became an administrative and agricultural
hub, attracting Mon settlers from the south and evolving into a prosperous region.

! Min Maung Ngan is a Grandson (Lighthouse Officer) of Banyadala, the last dynasty of Hanthawaddy Dynasty

Z Sein, Past and Present, p. 161

® (a) Mudon Centenary Journal, p. 7
(b) Ayo Gu stone inscription of U Shwe Aye, Khaung Thit Ward

* Naing, Myanmar, p. 350

> Regional Situational Report, 2010, P. 2

® Notification No. (329/2022) dated (30.4.2022) of the Ministry of Home Affair, Mawlamyine Distrist, Mon State
obtained from the General Administration Department

" Regional Specifics of Kamarwet Township, p. 3
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APPENDIX |
PATHEIN THIRTY-TWO TOWNS*

Atithinsar Nargar (Pathein Town)
Kyaiktung Hlantar (Myannaung Town)
Kyaiktaw (Kanaung Town)
Kyaiktaitarrwor (Hinthada Town)
Tunandabal (Kwingauk Town)
Angpu (Okpho Town)
Durae Town
Kyaiktaw Taman Tapura (Zalun Town)
KyaikThalonpondownphyu (Danubyu Town)
. Kyaik Thimuthaw (Thamyinkone Town)
. Kyaikzayaetaung (Myaungmya Town)
. Kyaikpwon (Seikgyi Town)
. Kyaikkhcan (Kheibaung)
Kyaik Palaung taung (Mae laung)
. Kyaik Kpi (Pathein Subarban place)
. Kyaiksaw (Takaunghpaya)
. Kyaikbamaw (Pantawyaekyi)
. Kyaikmawdhaw (Kyonpyaw)
. Kyaik Hkmepuur (Htaunglon)
. KyaikhkaanTala (Ahthoke town)
. Kyaikhkaantaungtone (Htanbu Magyikone)
. Kyaikhkraantaw Kyaephyu (Zeehpyukwin)
. Kyaiktalanthantawor (Kyaukchaunggyi)
Kyaikawhaan (Taikthikwin)
. Zalellkyaiktagaw (Zanerarkyun)
. Kyaik Htuuparrone Kautphyu (Hlaytan Town)
. Kyaiktaungkaw (Lemyethna)
. Kyaiktawpyuptaw
. Kyaiktamon Kyonetone (Kyonetone Kandy Town)
. Kyaikkranhaynan (Kaynan Town)
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! Kyi Mya Lwin, g9 00006c0Sals: (Introduction of Mon Lives and Customs), 1% Edition, Mawlamyine, Ramanya
Publishing Press, 1976, pp. 24-25 (Hereafter cited as Kyi, Introduction of Mon Lives and Customs)
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Kyaikhkaram (Hpayar Hla)
Kyaikto (Maekarae Town)

APPENDIX I1
HANTHAWADDY THIRTY-TWO TOWNS*

Kyaukmaw Town (Bago)

Ann Town (Rakhine)

Donzarik Town

Kyieku Town (Bago, Kyauksayit Town)
Sittaung Town

Din Mae Town

Zaithabon Town

Atar Town

Mawlone Town

. Lakonebyee Town
. Arhkarain Town

. Maau Town

. Ramanagor Town

Rammawatty Town (Rakhine, Rambre Town)

. Hmawbi Town (Yangon)

. Hlaing Town (Yangon)

. Paunglin Town (Bago, Paunglin Village)

. Htantawgyi Town (Bago)

. Titut Town (Bago, Titut Village)

. Zayhta Town

. Zaungtu Town (Bago, Zaungtu Village)

. Barai (Ingapu) Town (Ayayarwady, Barai Village)
. Yenwet Town (Yangon)

Tonkhan Town

. Mayyincanar Town

. Tannarpaung Town

. Minyehla Town (Minyehla Village)

. Koliya Town (Bago)

. Byter Town

. Winpyaing Town

. 'Yoonzalin Town

. Hanthawaddy (Zinekanaing) Town (Bago)

! Kyi, Introduction of Mon Lives and Customs, pp. 23-24
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APPENDIX 11
MOTTAMA THIRTY-TWO TOWNS*

Kon Town
Zayar Town (Kamarwet Town in Mudon Township)
Bin Hlaing Town (Bin Hlaing Village in Mudon Township)
Win Yaw Town (Win Yaw Village, Kyaikmaraw Township)
Mawlamyine Town
Wakharu Town (Wakharu Village Thanbyuzayat Township)
Lakonebyee Town (Weapaban Village, Mottama Township)
Kyaing Town (Kyaing Village, Kawkareik Township)
Kawt Town (Kawt Village, Kyaikto Village)
. Bilu Kyun Town (Taungzon Village, Chaungzon Township)
. YeTown
. Attaran Town (Attaran Village, Kyaikmaraw Township)
. Myaing Town (Myaing Village, Kawkareik Township)
Tungwun Town (Tungwun Village, Thaton Township)
. Kyeik Town (Kyeik Village, Kyaikto Township)
. Tungtami Town (Tungtami Village, Kyaikmaraw Township)
. Eiphyit Town (Eiphyit Village, Hpa-An Township)
. Zami Town (Zami Village, Ye Township)
. Taung Poet Town (Taung Poet Village, Ye Township)
. Taikkalar Town (Taikkalar Village, Thaton Township)
. Daye Town (Daye Village, Bilu Kyun Town)
. Thazain Town (Kawkareik Township, Thazain Village)
. Zweya Town (Kawkareik Township, Zweya Village)
Htar Kyaing Town (Htar Kyaing Village)
. Yin Nyein Town (Thaton Township, Yin Nyein Village)
. Eiwae Town (Hpa-An Township, Eiwae Village)
. Hlaing Bwe Town (Hpa-An Township, Hlaing Bwe Town)
. Yin Ohn Town
. Kawt BainTown (Kyaikmaraw Township, Kawt Bain Town)
. Lamaing Town (Ye Township, Lamaing Town)
. Myawaddy Town
. Paung Town
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Lu Aye Kyaw, 0006 (2)) [g,00006: cogpaSaSvprovesanescood (Mottama Thirty-Two Towns Inquest,

Tagatho Pyinya Padathar Journal), Volume 5, Section 1, Without Town and Press Name, 1970, pp. 242-243
(Hereafter cited as Aye Kyaw, Mottama Thirty-Two Towns)
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THE TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS OF TWIN-YOE TWIN-ZARS IN
YENANCHAUNG TOWNSHIP

Myint Myint Moe!
Abstract

This paper describes the Traditions and Customs of Twin-Yoe -Twin-zars in Yenanchaung
Township. They became a distinct social class during the reign of king Badon in Konbaung Period.
In Late Konbaung Period. The oil industry has been existed in Yenangyaung since the days of
Bagan Period. Along with the emergence of the industry, there also came to appear a distinguished
class of the people, by the names of “Twin-Yoe” and “Twin-zar”. Concerning with the appearance of
these people, all records through the ages pointed and used since Bagan Period. The present paper
presented all the affairs concerning with Twin-Yoe Twin-zars as much as possible, incorporating
matters from the days of their emergence to the disappearance on 1 April 1965, where the
nationalization of their industry occurred. In doing so, the paper is divided into, focusing their
traditions and customs in Konbaung Period, colonial period and independence era. From this
research project, it is expected that an identity of Yenanchaung has been partially revealed. It also to
be concluded that further reliable documents will be searched for clear revelation to researchers.

Keywords: Traditions, Customs and Status
Introduction

Twin-yoe Twin-zar community has been existed since the olden days, but actually
emerged only in the reign of King Anawrahta (1044-1077), in early Bagan Period. There were
two social classes namely the ruling social class and the ruled social class. Of the many social
status in Myanmar society, one social status is found confined to only a region, which was Twin-
Yoe Twin-zars or the hereditary earth oil diggers and owners of Yenanchaung Twin-Yoe Twin-
zars had done the digging of earth oil as the mean for their living, since the days of Bagan
Period. Though the number of Twin-Yoe Twin-zar families increased, they did not mingle with
other peoples, not in association with others, not dine with other people and not marry to others.
The precedence of Twin-Yoe succession dictated that women in the male line of Twin-yoe
descendant and men in the female line of Twin-Yoe descendant could not succeed the hereditary
right of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars. This practice finally caused to appear the practice of trading the
Twin-Yoe Twin-zars right.

Research Objectives
This research was written and presented with the following objectives:
-To examine the lineage of the Twin-Yoe Twin-zars
-To study the social status of the community in Yenanchaung
-To know about the Myanmar’s traditional heritages as a cultural research
Research Questions
Who became a distinct social class in Konbaung Period?

What kinds of secular auspicious occasions were held?

! Department of History, Yenanchaung University
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Data and Research Methods

In compiling this paper, the researcher used primary and secondary sources. The
necessary data such as Historical Publications, Yenanchaung University library and Department
of History. And then personal interviewees. The research will be conducted using a historical
analysis approach, which involves the various steps such as Literature Review, Document
Analysis, Content Analysis.

The Traditions and Customs of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars

Like the Kings of Myanmar monarchy, Twin-Yoe Twin-zars in their cultural tradition
usually paid homage to the elders, teachers and parents three times a year at the new year in
Tagu, at the start of Buddhist Lent in Wazo and at the end of Buddhist Lent in Thadingyut. In
matrimonial affairs, Twin-Yoe Twin-zars were lightly bounded by the tradition of intermarriage
among the community. In order not to mix with other people, Twin-Yoe Twin-zars married their
son and daughter to near or far relatives, mostly step brother and sister. Twin-Yoe Twin-zars
usually held three auspicious days of wedding, cradle hanging and novitiation/ear borning
wonderfully and grandiosely. At such occasions, grandparents gave oil wells to their grandsons
and granddaughter. Twin-Yoe Twin-zars had made a range of donations such as ordination hall
and stairways and so on. These people usually held funeral services grandiosely. It can be
deduced that Twin-Yoe Twin-zars and their community was a privileged class and community.

Some held recitation of paritta suttas at the waxing day of a month and New Year paritta
suttas recitation, where elders were invited and paid homage to them and entertained them with
foods and snacks.® The ceremony of worldly matters the cradle blessing ceremony , ear-boring
ceremony, marriage, and the burial ceremony are done extraordinarily. Before Colonial period,
the alms-giving ceremony of wealthy people with or without musical instruments offered food to
the attendance in the consecration hall and the ten righteous are also offered. Wealthy Twin-Yoe
Twin-zars held the twelve secular auspicious occasions grandiosely, but some held it only
modestly by inviting each seven houses from cardinal direction. Of these, wedding, cradle
hanging, novitiation and funeral services were held pompously. The social control of Twin-Yoe
Twin-zar community was that they usually intermarried among the member of their community,
as they wished to maintain the community in tact. In this way, Twin-Yoe Twin-zar community in
Yenanchaung became a secluded community. The secluded privileged class of Twin-Yoe Twin-
zar and the influential Salin thu-gaungs were in one aspect the same, that is, their wedding
tradition. Salin thu-gaungs intermarried themselves and if one married to other person outside of
their circle, this person was not recognized as thu-gaungs.?

Wedding

In matrimonial affairs, Twin-Yoe Twin-zars were lightly bounded by the tradition of
intermarriage among the community.® Likewise, Salin thu-gaungs also intermarried themselves
among their circle. In order not to mix with other people, Twin-Yoe Twin-zars married their son

! Twinyo U Naing, “Yenangyaung Myo Ye-nan Twin-yoe Twin-zar-mya Tha-mainghnint Da-le-htone-san Yin-kye-
hmu” (The History of Twin-Yoe Twin-zar: their Tradition and Culture), Yenanchaung, Handscript, 1970, p.58
(Henceforth: Naing, 1970)

> Daw Ohn Kyi, “Salin Thugaung Tha-maing A-kyin” (The History of Salin Thu-gaung (brief), Miscellaneous
Myanmar History, Mandalay, Typescript, 1982, p.77

> MBK, An Outline of Burma’s Oil History, Rangoon, Myawaddy Press, 1982, p.15



J. Myanmar Acad. Arts Sci. 2026 Vol. XXI11. No.5 67

and daughter to near or far relatives, mostly step brother and sister. They accepted marriage by
exchange.* Wedding tradition of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars were found different from other people,
especially in those of ceremonial style and accoutrements. As they regarded themselves “the
secluded community”, they were prisoners of vain glory, such as keeping their tradition, doing
intermarriage only and holding pompous wedding. But Twin-Yoe Twin-zars, were dignified by
their wealth and high living standard in the social circle in Yenanchaung.’

The auspicious day of cradle hanging

Twin-Yoe Twin-zars usually held three auspicious days of wedding, cradle hanging and
novitiation/ear borning wonderfully and grandiosely.® When cradle hanging ceremony was held,
they put their child in silver cradle, decorated with flowers. If the child was boy, toys of sword,
gun and so on were placed at the side of the cradle and if girl, stone slab, thanakha and other toys
were placed at the side of cradle, along with books and ballpen. While rocking the cradle,
grandparents usually recited some Dhamma (teachings of the Buddha) verses. The child was
given water with silver cup. These children were to use their own cup, till they came of age. At
the ceremony of cradle hanging, monks were usually invited and offered alms foods and then
visitors were treated with foods and snacks. Grandparents usually gave one or two gold coins to
the child, some even gave oil well to the child. If it was oil well, the child became owner of oil
well, effectively became Twin-zars since childhood. This practice of giving oil well to child was
especially done, at the ceremony of cradle hanging. It was keeping one of the traditions of Twin-
Yoe Twin-zars, but showing the power of wealth of the community.’

Novitiation and Ear-boring Ceremony

In holding novitiation and ear boring ceremony, there were entertaining words,
consecration, and concluding entertaining words, which were exclusively performed by the
persons of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars. Whenever feeding ceremony was held, rice feeders and rice food
holders were wealthy, child bearing Twin-Yoe Twin-zars.2 Some had it made invitation with
cloth, where it was interwoven with invitation letters and kept if for remembrance. In novitiation
ceremony, novice to-be wore tiara, gold sash and gold girdle and near him were placed the eight
requisites of a monk. Gold girdle had a buckle, on which was embossed the figure of novice-to-
be’s birth date representative animal. Ear boring girls wore gem studded ceremonial frock and
under the “Sibon” (Myanmar ceremonial head-dress for girls) ceremonial head-dress wore gold
diadem, on which was inscribed the name of the girl. These girls also wore gold girdle, on the
buckle of which was embossed the representative figure of the girl’s birth date. After the
ceremony, the novice-to-be and ear boring girls were given what they wore of gold sash, gold
girdles and gold diadem.® At such occasions, grandparents gave oil wells to their grandsons and

* Consecration hall (betel server with stand, best man, brides maid, bachelor’s room, maiden’s room)

> Interview with (Twin-Yoe) Daw Khin Nwe Nwe, (B.E.H.S, Retired), 86 year old, Shwe Kyar Ngon Quarter,
(3.8.2024)

® Yenangyaung Myo-ne Phyit-sin Hmat-tan (Records of Yenangyaung Township), Yenangyaung, Kawi Mahein
Press, 1969, p.7

7 Interview with (Twin-Yoe) Dr. Myint Myint Than, (Thant Zin Oo Clinic) 80 Year Old, Shwe Kyar Ngon Quarter,
(3.8.2024)

® “Tha-shin-pyu Mingalar A-khan-a-nar A-si-a-sin” (Narites of novitiation Ceremony (1973)), Dr. Yin Yin Tun
Collection, handwriting, p.15

° Twin-yoe U Yoe Pe’s novitiation and ear boring ceremony interviewed with Daw Khin Nwe Nwe, aged 77, on
20.5.2011
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granddaughter, and grandparents and relatives gave lands and money to their grandchild, which
was recorded on a parabaik. Before the novice-to-be and ear boring girls were taken to their
mentor, they were to pay homage to the guardian Nat (God), known as Bobogyi.® At the
ceremony, Sayadaws were invited and offered alms foods, children were consecrated and boys
were ordained into the Order. Invited guests were entertained with foods and snacks.** Twin-yoe
Twin-zars had made a range of donations such as ordination hall and stairways and so on. In
1869, son of Wunshindaw Yenangyaung Myo-zar Bohmu Myinwun Mingyi, four towns
governor (Yenangyaung, Wetmasut, Kyaukye and Pakhannge) Twin-zar U Maung Maung Lay
and his wife donated a bell, worth 31,506 kyats, at the Auk-taw-ya Monastery, in honour of the
ceremonies of making novice and ear boring for their son, Maung Maung Ba. As a record of
donation, they inscribed an inscription on the outer surface of the Atighosamakuta-ghamda-raja
Bell in 1869. The inscription written in Pali and Myanmar languages kept fourteen lines of
letters. The Bell took the leading role among the Bell inscriptions in Yenanchaung’s area for
tracing the Town'‘s events.> Wealthy Twin-yoe Twin-zars usually held and observed their
traditions with pomp and romp.

Donation (erections of pagodas, building of monasteries and inscription sheds)

In 1908, Twin-zar U Thakan and Paramiphet Daw Khin Thin and their son U Thant Zin
and wife Daw Ma Ma Gyi donated stone inscriptions of 114 slabs of Vinaya(discipline or code of
conduct for Buddhist monks), 124 slabs of Suttanta and 213 slabs of Abhidhamma (Buddhist
doctrine embodied in the third basket of Tipitaka), totalling 451 stone inscriptions with the
shed.®® This inscription shed can still be seen in Ponnagon Ward, in the north part of
Yenangyaung. They also donated Pyinsamarazein Pagoda, the upper Nat shrine with figures of
Indra, four guardians, dragon, garuda, ogre, and the lower Nat shrine with figures of Bobogyi,
Shwepyingyi and Shwepyinlay, Kyeponna, seven queens and Ma Hnelay. Twin-zar U Thant Zin
and wife Daw Ma Ma Gyi repaired their parent’s donation of inscription shed. Since 1996,
grandson of Twin-zar U Thant Zin and Daw Ma Ma Gyi, Maj. Tin Maung (Rtd.) and wife
annually donated 300,000 kyats to the reparation trustee of inscription sheed. In 1909, Mindon’s
Queen Kyemyin repaired a monastery in the Mahavisutayama Taik at Inngan, in the east section
of Mandalay. This monastery is known as Kyemyin Monastery till present. Great grandsons and
daughters of Queen Kyemyin go on maintain their great grandmother’s donation nowadays.*

In 1914, a total of Twenty-four Twin-Yoe Twin-zars had established Sasanahita
Catupissaya (Yoma) daily alms offering association, by dedicating an oil well for it. When the
British gave oil wells to Twenty-four Twin-Yoe Twin-zar, they divided these wells among them
and an oil well came out extra. When they discussed about the extra oil well, to use it for the
establishment of the association, went against the plan. Thus shares of the four were bought by
Twin-zar U Bo Htun and Daw Phwa for the share of Twin-Yoe U Yo Set, Salin Seinban
monastery donor Daw Meinmagyi for the share of Twin-Yoe U Shwe Din, Twin-zar Saya Ywe

10
11
12

The legendary founder of earth oil, who after death, became a Nat, looking after Twin-Yoe Twin-zar relative
Twinyoe U Yoe pe’s record on the novitiation and ear boring ceremony, 1973, 4

Kyaw Swe Oo, An investigation of Yenanchaung in the context of Stone and Bell inscriptions, Yenanchaung
Degree College, Research Project, 2017, p.4

U Win Kyi (Yenangyaung), “Yenangyaung Myo Hma Pi-ta-kat-taw-son Kyauk-sayon Dham-ma Sa-di-mya Tha-
maing (Yenangyaung)” (History of Pitaka Inscriptions in Yenangyaung), Yenatha Annual Magazine, Yangon,
Colour Zone Press, 2006, p. 10

" Field Survey on 2. 8.2024

13
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and wife for the share of Twin-Yoe U Thagado and Daw Ma Ma Gyi, wife of Twinzar-yo U Thant
Zin for the share of Fatama Bi Bi and donated to the association." The oil well donated to the
association was Grant Number 3955. British Burma Petroleum Co. paid advanced money of 5000
kyats, to do the oil well, in joint venture with the association. BBPC dug it with machine and the
oil well number of it was No.44. Sasanahita Catupissaya association was added the word
“Yoma”, to indicate, it was established based on the advanced money of 5000 kyats. First
chairman of the association was U Yoe Pe and secretaries were also Twin-Yoe Twin-zars. Elder
members led by U Yoe Pe, supervised association and three persons were alternately assigned
annually to do the operation of the association. They made the association’s fund increased, by
means of operating money lending. On 23 January 1924, Twin-zar Pyinmana Prince and wife
Htayanka Hteikkhaungtin Prince donated 2000 kyats to the Catupissaya association, in dedication
of mother Queen Kyemyin.*®

In 1921, Catupissaya association formed a sub-association of Sasanahita
Dhammanuggha Exam Association. On 22 September 1928, Twin-zar Ma Phwa Nyein donated
her oil well with the Grant-No0.355, to this association, which located at Twin-gon Aungban
Ward.!” When the Revolutionary Council nationalized all oil wells, these associations lost their
oil wells. Thus these associations began to dwindle, far their wherewithal sources were being cut
off. In 1971, under the lead of Twin-zar U Kyi Sein, traders and businessmen reinvigorated the
association, with U Khine as chairman. Since them, Catupissaya association can go on their daily
alms offering to sangha. The association goes on run till present day. Twin-zar-yo Daw Thet Su,
son U Ba U (ex. upper house deputy and lawyer) and Daw Ahma built a brick monastery called
Yadanabonmyint in Shweminwun Taik, Yenanchaung. As it was bit by a bomb during World
War 11, grandsons and daughters repaired it. All these indicate that Twin-yoe Twin-zars had been
found maintained donations of their forefathers.'®

Whenever these people made any donation, they invariably prefixed their appellation of
Twin-yoe, Twin-zar and Salin Thu-gaungs, before their names. Their donations had exalted them,
by assuming such appellations of pagoda donor, Sima (Buddhist Ordination Hall) donor,
monastery donor and so on, which were possible only by the power of earth oil. With regard to
religion, Twin-yoe Twin-zars might be attributable as devout devotees to the Sasana. They were
also found to be believers in Nat worship. Whenever an oil well was to be dug out, they
worshipped Bobogyi Nat and seven queens and prayed for the good exploitation of earth oil.
Thus, Twin-yoe Twin-zars can be said of devout Buddhists as well as Nat worshipers.*®

Funeral Ceremony

Twin-yoe Twin-zars usually performed the inauspicious affair of funeral ceremony,
according to their traditions and customs.”® When someone in the household died, the style of
preparation of funeral was different, dependent upon who died, such as household head or sons
or daughters or son-in-law or daughter-in-law or servants. If it was house owner or household

> Yenangyaung Myo Tha-tha-na-hi-ta Satupassaya Yoma A-thin U-pa-de (Rules of Yenangyaung Sasanahita
Catupissaya Yoma Association), Mandalay, Tampadipa Division, Pitaka Press, 1978, p.6

1623 January 1924, donated to the Catupissaya Association

722 September 1928, donated to Sasanahita Dhammanuggha Exam Association

'8 Field Survey (3.7.2024)

¥ Kyaw Soe, “Twin-yoe Twin-zar Tha-maing” (History of Twin-yoe Twin-zar), M.A Thesis, History Department,
University of Yangon, 1987, p.2 (Henceforth: Kyaw Soe, 1987)

2 Kyaw Soe, 1987, p.40
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head, the funeral was prepared at about the middle of the house, and other persons such as sons,
daughters, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother, sister, uncle, auntie and so on of relatives, the
funeral was prepared in the roofed extension of the house. If it was house servant, who had been
in the house since the days of forefathers, the funeral was placed on the house. If the servant
arrived the house, only in time of household head, the funeral was placed on the ground at the
side of the house, where temporary shed was built. However, if any visitor, relatives or stranger,
had died, the funeral was placed outside the house, well away from the line of caves. The corpse
of Twin-yoe Twin-zars shall not keep more than three days. If it desires to keep more, the corpse
shall bury only on the seventh day. If one dies on new moon day, he/she shall bury on the same
day and hold food offering to the monk in dedication of the deceased. Also if it was a new
mother, died within seven day of delivery and the one died of violent death, shall bury within the
day of death. Besides, death by small pox, leprosy and virulent disease and children less than 10
years of age, shall bury within the day. No funeral ceremony shall be held for these persons.*

At the funeral of Twin-yoe Twin-zar, musicians have to play the dirge, to the
accompaniment of the “Byaingtaung” %’drums, which are restricted to the funeral only. The bier
pavilion where the coffin was placed, was shouldered by friends and relatives, some of them
drew the rope, extended from the bier. At the day of the bury of the corpse, monks were to be
invited according to the age of the deceased. At the place of bury, four banana trees were to be
planted. After the corpse had been lowered in the ground, relatives and friends filled the pit with
earth and stone, mind full of the law of impermanence. Within the seven days, alms foods
offering to the monk in dedication of the deceased shall be done daily. If it built the tomb, the
name and the appellation of the deceased were recorded on the tomb. Being a privileged
community, Twin-yoe Twin-zars have unusual funeral rites, different from those of ordinary
people.?

Finding and discussion

In presenting the customs and traditions of the current oil well worship ceremonies, it is
not solely for the purpose of preserving and adhering to ancient practices. Rather, it is intended to
inform and educate about a part of Myanmar's traditional heritage as a cultural research
endeavor. Although it cannot be assumed that the traditional practices and customs of the oil
well-digging lineage strictly adhere to their ancestral traditions, it is genuinely believed that their
cultural heritage should be properly revealed and presented.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Anawrahta had appointed the head of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars as Twinthu-gyi,
decorating him with the title of Naymyothamantayaza, responsible to administer Twin-Yoe Twin-
zars, to settle and judge all affairs and cases, occurred among the community. Twin-thu-gyi had
the power to grant anyone to dig the earth oil. Twin-Yoe Twin-zar community was a secluded
one, to the extent that they did not dine, not marry and not communicate with other peoples. In
both line of descendants, only the primogeniture could succeed the line, the eldest son to the male
line and the eldest daughter to the female line. When there was no heir, for tear of disappearance
of the line, the hereditary right was sold to others, who mostly happened to be members of Twin-

* Naing, 1970, p.68
* Wrapping drums and above with white cloths
% Interview with Daw Sint Sint, (Sein Min Press), 78 Year old, Sone taik Quarter (3.8.2024)
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Yoe Twin-zars community. There also were some succession disputes. Of the twelve auspicious
occasions, cradle hanging, novitiation and wedding ceremonies were grandiosely and pompously
held. At such occasions, elders gave a range of gifts from gold coins to oil well. Twin-Yoe Twin-
zars also donated ordination hall, rest house, and bell, plus the donation of pagodas, monasteries,
stairways, archway, and so on. Twin-Yoe Twin-zars had it established a religious association,
known as Catupissaya (Yoma) daily alms food offering association. All these donations and
dedications show the fact that Twin-Yoe Twin-zars were pious Buddhists. In social area, Twin-
Yoe Twin-zars were found themselves ostracizing from other peoples, by not relating to, not
dining with and not marrying to other peoples. Their observance of those social occasions of
novitation, wedding and funeral were different from other peoples. Since them, centuries long
traditional livelihood of Twin-Yoe Twin-zars was gone forever, but still known the industry and
the people in association together forever.
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EMERGENCE OF TAMADAW GOVERNMENT IN 1962: ANALYZING
HISTORICAL TRAJECTORIES AND LESSONS FOR PEACE

Myat Noe Eain'
Abstract

The 1962 military came to power in Myanmar marked a significant turning point in the country’s
history, leading to decades of military rule. This paper aims to analyze the underlying reasons for
taking power, examining the political, economic, and international factors that contributed to the
military's decision to seize power. The analysis will be drawn on historical references and
scholarly works to provide a comprehensive understanding of this significant historical event. This
paper aims to explore the complex interplay of political and economic factors that led to the 1962
military power takeover in Myanmar. By examining the historical context and the motivations
behind the power takeover, the study seeks to provide a comprehensive analysis of why the
military seized power and how this action reshaped the country's future.

Keywords: political, economic, international factors, taking power, military power

Introduction

The 1962 military came to power in Myanmar marked a pivotal shift in the country’s
political landscape, transitioning from a parliamentary democracy to the Revolutionary Council.
This event was orchestrated by General Ne Win and the Burma Socialist Programme Party
(BSPP), leading to over five decades of military rule. The power takeover not only altered
Myanmar's governance but also had profound implications for its socio-economic and
international relations. Understanding the underlying causes of power takeover is crucial for
comprehending Myanmar's contemporary political challenges and historical trajectory.

Objectives

= To analyze the political and economic conditions in Myanmar prior to the 1962 military
came to power, including the challenges faced by the parliamentary government

= To examine the role of key political figures, including General Ne Win

= To assess how economic instability and nationalist sentiments contributed to the came to
power justification

= To explore the impact of institutional weaknesses and ideological factors on the military’s
decision to seize power

Research Questions

= What were the primary political and economic conditions in Myanmar leading up to the
1962 military came to power?

= How did the weaknesses and challenges of the parliamentary government contribute to
the military's decision to seize power?

=  What were the immediate and long-term impacts of the 1962 military came to power on
Myanmar's political structure and governance?

= |n what ways did the 1962 military came to power shape the trajectory of Myanmar’s
subsequent political movements?

! Department of History & Cultural Heritage Tourism, University of Mandalay
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Research Method

Historical Analysis: This study will utilize primary and secondary historical sources, including
official documents, personal memoirs, and contemporary news reports, to reconstruct the
political and economic conditions leading up to the came to power.

Documentary Review: Examination of archival materials such as government records, military
communiqués, and international diplomatic correspondence will be essential to understand the
internal and external factors influencing the came to power.

Qualitative Research: The research will include an analysis of Myanmar’s 1962 came to power.

Thematic Analysis: Thematic analysis will be employed to identify and categorize recurring
themes and patterns related to the causes and consequences of the came to power.

The Causes for Military Came to Power

During World War 1l (1939-1945), Burma transitioned from British rule to Japanese
occupation in 1942. Consequently, General Aung San established the Anti-Fascist Organization
(AFO) during the Japanese era on 23 August 1944, at his residence in Yangon.! The Anti-Fascist
People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) included the Burma National Armyz, the Communist Party,
and the People’s Revolutionary Party. Shortly after its formation, they changed their name to the
Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League, often abbreviated as “Pha Hsa Pa La”. On 26 December
1945, the Myanma Alin newspaper described the abbreviation “AFPFL”. The AFPFL
Conference was held on 17 January 1946, at Shwedagon Pagoda with the aim of strengthening
unity.® The political parties and organizations that attended the conference are as follows.”

. Communist Party of Burma

. Socialist Party

. Myochit Party (Patriotic Party)

. Karen Central Organization

. Arakan National Congress

. Burma Muslim Congress

. Karen Youth Organization

. All-Burma Youth League

. All-Burma Trades Union Congress
10. All-Burma Peasants’ Union

11. All-Burma Teachers’ Association
12. Women’s Leagues

13. People's VVolunteer Corps

14. Mon Association

O©oo~NOoO ol wWwN -

Tin Naing Toe, Myanmar Naingnganye Thamaing Hmattam (1897-1948) (Myanmar Political History (1897-
1948)), Yangon, Sanadi Literature, 2012, p. 400 (Henceforth: Tin Naing Toe, 2012)

On 15 September 1943, the Burma Defense Army (BDA) changed its name to the Burma National Army (BNA).
Tatmataw Thamaing 1842-1945 (History of the Tatmadaw 1824-1945), Vol. 1, Military History Museum and
Office of the Military Archives, Myanmar Alin Printing Press and Guardian Press, 1994, p. 293

Ludu U Hla, Thatinsarmyar Ka Pyawtae Sitpyi Myanmar Pyi (Myanmar after the war as reported by the
newspapers), Vol. 1, Mandalay, Ludu Press, 1969, pp. 270-271

Hugh Tinker, Burma: The Struggle for Independence 1944-1948, Vol. 1, England, Eyre & Spottiswoode Ltd.,
Thanet Press, 1983, p. 617-622 (Henceforth: Tinker, 1983)
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15. Burma Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Shan, Chin, and Karen attended the
event. On 7 May 1946, a public protest was held at Kantawmin Park, led by the AFPFL.!

On 21 September 1946, Governor Sir Hubert Rance met with General Aung San,
President of the AFPFL. During the AFPFL executive meeting held on 25 September 1946, at
4:00 p.m., it was decided that Aung San and members of the AFPFL be participants in the
Governor’s Executive Council (Ministry). However, the Communist Party expressed concerns
about this decision, considering it an entry into an imperialist trap that would hinder the freedom
struggle and betray the people. The Socialist Party also demanded the expulsion of the
Communists from the League with the rule of AFPFL? Despite General Aung San’s reluctance
to remove the Communist Party from the AFPFL, no resolution was reached. Eventually, on 20
October 1946, the Communist Party was expelled from the AFPFL by a majority vote in the
Central Executive Committee.® Since then, there have been disagreements between the AFPFL
and the Communists. This conflict is believed to be the starting point for the breakdown of
national unity in Myanmar’s history. Additionally, it is one of the factors that led to military rule
in Myanmar after independence.

Under the leadership of the AFPFL, Myanmar gained independence on 4 January 1948,
through the Aung San-Attlee Treaty and the Nu-Attlee Treaty.* Additionally, forty-three political
party organizations emerged during the era of parliamentary democracy after the declaration of
independence.”

After Myanmar gained independence, U Seinda (from the People’s Liberation Party) and
Bonpauk Thar Kyaw (from the Red Flag Communist Party) engaged in armed conflict in
Rakhine Division. Their actions continued until a parallel government was established.® The
Burma Communist Party (BCP) and the Communist Party (Burma/ Red Flag) engaged in clashes.
While the forces opposing the AFPFL government occasionally disagreed and launched attacks,
they also cooperated in their opposition to the AFPFL, which they considered a common enemy.
A delegation from the BCP, led by Thakin Than Tun, participated in the Second Congress of the
Communist Party of India held in Calcutta, India from 28 February to 6 March 1948. In response
to any Communist aggression, the AFPFL government declared that the Communists would face
retaliation twice as strong, involving two million Red Army troops.” The Burma Communist
Party convened the second national conference of the Burma National Peasants’ Union from
March 13 to March 18, 1948, in the village of Ahlyinlo®, Pyinmana Township.® On March 28,
1948, the Burma Communist Party launched an armed rebellion against the AFPFL government.
Within days, the party became well-organized and armed, leading to movements in various areas

! Toe Tat Yae Journal, no. 25, July 1946, p. 9

2 According to AFPFL rules, every member party within the federation has the right to freely criticize, but
expressing criticism through external newspapers is forbidden.

Kyaw Win, Myanmar Naingganyee Laylarsansitchat (1948-1988) Case Study of Myanmar Politics (1948-1988),
Yangon, Tagaung Sarpay, 2022, p. 92

Yebaw Thit Maung, Pyitwin Thaungkyanhmu Thamaing (History of Internal Insurgency), Part (2), Yangon,
Kyayhmon Press and Guardian Press, 1990, p. 1 (Henceforth: Thit Maung, 1990ii)

Record of Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League (AFPFL), Union Election Commission, Computer typescript,
no date, no press, Appendix (2) (Henceforth: Record of AFPFL)

Bonpauk Thar Kyaw, Taw Hlanye Khayeewei (Revolutionary journey), Yangon, Pathein Press, 1975, p. 308
Thein Pe Myint, Tawhlanye Kala Naingnganyee Atway Akyone (Political Experiences During the Revolution),
Yangon, Pathein Press, 1976, p. 211

It is located 2 miles and 3 furlongs southwest of Pyinmana.

Sagaing Han Tin, Lonwa Lutlat Thoe (Towards Totaly Independence), Yangon, PBA Color Press, 1967, p. 117

3
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including Bago, Taungoo, Pyinmana, Myingyan, and Sagaing. Initially headquartered in the
Taung Nyo region of Pyinmana, the party later relocated to Leway Township in January 1949.*

After Myanmar gained independence, certain organizations® were already engaged in
armed uprisings. On 3 February 1948, the KNU group requested that the AFPFL government
establish a separate Karen state. Subsequently, on 11 February, the KNU organized and led a
large demonstration, showcasing the strength of the Karen people.> On 28 March 1948, the
Burma Communist Party launched an armed rebellion against the AFPFL government, based in
the Taung Nyo region of Pyinmana.* To solve such political problems, U Nu formulated a peace
policy.> However, representatives of the Communist Party of Burma and some leaders of the
People’s Comrade also drew up the Comrade Principle in parallel with U Nu. On 10 July 1948,
the People’s Comrade League withdrew from the AFPFL after the split between Nu-Mu (U Nu’s
Policy) and Yebaw-Mu (Comrade’s Policy).® After that, Minister of the Interior U Kyaw Nyein
(Socialist) intervened and arrested Comrade White on 29 July 1948. Consequently, Major Po
Kun, along with some leaders and Comrade white, went to underground.’

After the independence of Myanmar, the Mon people started striving for a separate state.
The Mon Ethnic Association was led by Mon U Po Cho, and the Mon Independence League was
led by Nai Ba Lwin (also known as Naing Shwe Kyin). Mon nationals in Mawlamyine held a
meeting on 20 March 1948 and demanded a separate Mon state. On 23 April 1948, the Mon
National Defense Association was established during a Mon ethnic conference held in Phaok
Village, Mudong Township. BengaliMuslims also wanted to create a Muslim region in the
Buthidaung-Moungdaw region of northern Rakhine. As a result, the Mujahideen armed group
formed and rioted, and from 7 October 1948 to 12 November 1948, they surrounded and attacked
Buthidaung.® The Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO), which was formed on 16 July
1947°, took over the Taungoo administration on 27 January 1949. On 2 February 1949, Insein
was captured. The KNDO resisted for 111 days (from 31 January 1949 to 22 May 1949) in the
Battle of Insein. On 21 February 1949, the KNDO captured Meikhtila, seized two planes,
captured Maymyo (Pyin Oo Lwin), and captured Mandalay on 11 March 1949.*° Because of this,
the AFPFL’s power was limited to Yangon, so it was even called the ‘Rangoon government.’
The Burma Communist Party, People’s Volunteer Organization, and Underground Force formed
the People’s Democratic Army on 24 March 1949. After that formation, they occupied the

U Kyaw Nyein, Myanmar Naingnganyee (1948-1958) (Myanmar’s Politics (1948-1958), Yangon, Department of
Historical Research and National Library, Books Publication Committee, 2019, p-19 (Henceforth: Kyaw Nyein,
2019)
Red Flag Communist Party (Hpyarpon), Red Army under the Communist Party (Pyinmana), Rakhine Red Army
(Thandwe), Bonpauk Thar Kyaw's Rakhine Youth Association (Southern Rakhine), Mujahideen Armed Forces
(Northern Rakhine)
®  Thit Maung, 1990ii, 3
* Kyaw Nyein, 2019, 19
®  Thit Maung, 1990ii, 13
2, Part (2), Yangon, Department of Historical Research and National Library, Books Publication Committee,
2021, pp. 16-17 (Henceforth: Kyaw Nyein, 2021b (ii))
" U Nu, Tar Tay Sanaythar (Saturday’s Son), Yangon, Ngatoe Sarpay, 2013, p. 316 (Henceforth: U Nu, 2013)
U San Tun Aung, Kyunnote Thithaw Mujarhit, Mayyu Myay Hnit Rohinjar (The Mujahid | Know: Mayu Land
and the Rohingya), Yangon, Moyway Press, 2018, pp. 60-91
Fu Ki Do (Robert Zan), Mann Bazan and the Karen Revolution, Yangon, Independent Karen History Research
Association, 1993, p. 75
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territory of the Mawbi Army near Yangon.! The rise of such insurgent groups became one of the
factors that planted the seeds of martial law (Military Administration) in Myanmar after its
independence.

Facing internal unrest, the Kuomintang White Chinese troops in southern Yunnan
invaded Burmese territory at the end of 1949. In February 1951, the Burmese Army launched the
Frasos Operation and Lakhun Pen Operation against the Chinese White Camps stationed in the
northern “Wa” area and the eastern part of Theinni, forcing them to retreat. Consequently, the
Burmese delegation presented the issue of the White Chinese invasion to the 7" General
Assembly of the United Nations in April 1953. Regarding that proposal, the Myanmar
government received support from sixty countries in the United Nations, with fifty-nine votes in
favor and 1 abstention, for the immediate withdrawal of all foreign troops invading Myanmar’s
territory.> However, as the White Chinese troops did not comply with the decision of the
Bangkok Conference held on 22 May 1953, to hand over Mineset, Minetong, Mineyang, and
Mineyong, the military launched operations.’

The Shan Armed Forces came into existence when Sai Nui formed a group of brave Shan
youth called Noom Suk Harn on 21 May 1958, at the Thai-Myanmar border.* From 1 October
1955 to 31 March 1956, the AFPFL government opened the way for the insurgents to abandon
the path of armed conflict and live in peace.’

As for the economic sector, rice yields were reduced, making it impossible to export as
much as expected. Additionally, taxes could not be collected due to the situation, and insurgents
ransacked government treasuries, resulting in a loss of public funds. In response to the
deteriorating financial situation, it was decided to reduce the number of employees by 25% and
cut salaries in half. Furthermore, due to the actions of the terrorists, public property such as
railways, bridges, and government buildings worth 25 crores and more than 448 crores of public
property was lost.° The value of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 1938-39 was 5,337
million kyats, but by 1950-51, it had decreased to 3,690 million kyats. If it looks at the value of
per capita, it was 326 kyats in 1938-39, but only 199 kyats in 1950-51. Additionally, the value of
products exported and sold abroad was found to have decreased by 6,882 million kyats between
1950-51 and 1955-56."

According to the economic surveys of the Government of Myanmar, between 1949-50
and 1955-56, the agricultural and fishing industries lost 1,884 million kyats worth of products.
Similarly, the timber industry lost 2,838 million kyats worth of products. The metallurgical
industry lost 3,450 million kyats worth of products, and the transportation business lost 228
million kyats.® Since independence, Myanmar has not been able to fully restore the rule of law

' Record of AFPFL, 120-121

2 Kyaw Nyein, 2019, 63

% (@) U Nu, Luhmu Sipwa Meintkhwunmyar Paungchoke (U Nuei Meintkhwunpaungchoke Ahmat-2) (Collection of
Socio-Economic Speeches (Collection of U Nu's Speeches No. 2)), Yangon, Seikku Cho Cho Press, 2017, p.237-
242 (b) Hugh Tinker, The Union of Burma, London, Oxford University Press, 1967, 53

* (a) Thit Maung, 1990ii 176-179
(b) Kyaw Nyein, 2021b (ii), 306

> Kyaw Nyein, 2019, 180

® Ye Tin, “Nyeinchanye Baetaunee” (When Will There Be Peace?), Hanthawaddy Newspaper, 1 August 1960, p. 6

" The wounds of the insurgency, DR 1784, Defense Service Museum and Historical Research Institute, Nay Pyi
Daw, p 13 — 14 (Henceforth: The wounds of the insurgency)

& The wounds of the insurgency, 16-17
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due to armed rebellion, the financial crisis in 1954-55, the lack of supervision and management
systems for state-owned business organizations, the lack of skilled personnel to supervise
projects, and the demoralization of employees due to the centralized management system. These
factors have caused the performance and standards of state-owned business organizations to be
low. It appears that Prime Minister U Nu clarified the losses.

Another factor that led to martial law was the split in the AFPFL. On 12 June 1956, U Ba
Swe (Socialist) became the Prime Minister. U Nu took the position of AFPFL chairman and
planned changes in positions to clean up the AFPFL without consulting anyone.? After planning
to clean up the AFPFL, the disintegration of the AFPFL started again. On 29 April 1958, U Nu,
the chairman of the AFPFL, announced his confession to the country in a broadcast about the
conflicts within the AFPFL.® Then, on 3 May 1958, an executive meeting was held at Prime
Minister U Nu’s residence. U Nu presented a seven-point policy® to resolve the conflict. The
leaders of both sides agreed to the proposal and assigned a four-member committee® to consider
how to divide the name of the AFPFL. Since then, the Nu-Tin group and the Swe-Nyein group
have been divided. Initially, three groups were merged into one under the AFPFL. However, due
to differences in policy and personality, they split up and found themselves divided again, even
when their strength was weak. Such a division has led to a change in the political situation of
Myanmar.

The Clean AFPFL, led by U Nu, continued to maintain state power but faced political
instability and armed insurgencies between 9 June 1958, and 27 October 1958. Additionally,
during the reign of the Clean AFPFL government, there was mutual suspicion and anxiety
between the military and the Clean AFPFL government.® In this way, on 28 October 1958,
General Ne Win was nominated as Prime Minister and handed over state power. Then, in
accordance with Article 56(2) of the 1947 Constitution, the President announced on 27 February
1959, that eleven ministers were appointed as members of the Union of Myanmar government
under the leadership of General Ne Win as the second Caretaker Government. The Caretaker
Government announced on 19 December 1959 that general elections would be held on 6
February 1960. On 1 April 1960, the caretaker government led by General Ne Win handed over
power to the Clean AFPFL, who won the election.”

After that, the People’s Hluttaw approved the proposal to amend the constitution under
the government of the winning party, Clean AFPFL. Even before the Constitution Amendment
Committee was formed, the Shan State Government held a meeting on 7 November 1960, in
Taunggyi to discuss the amendment of the Constitution. In June 1961, a multi-people conference
took place in Taunggyi, during which they strongly demanded the federal principle. They even

! Myat Thein, Economic Development of Myanmar, Singapore, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2004, p. 14-48

2 Win Tint Tun, Ahmaung Kyarka Bamar Pyi (Burma Between Darkness), Human Society New Democratic Party
(Information Department), 2007, p. 178

® Kyaw Nyein, 2021b (ii), 231

* U Nu ei Kyaynyarchat, “U Nu’s Declaration”, Bamakhit Newspaper, 7-5-1958, p.7,19

® Prime Minister U Nu, Deputy Prime Ministers U Ba Swe, U Kyaw Nyein, and Thakin Tin

® Kyaw Nyein, 2019, 160 - 175

’ (a) U Kyaw Nyein, Myanmar Yetsin Thamaing (1945-1948) (History of Myanmar Chronology (1945-1948)), Vol.
Il, Part (3), Yangon, History Research and National Library Department, 2021, pp. 1, 32-34, 49 (Henceforth:
Kyaw Nyein, 2021b (iii))
(b) 1958-1962 Myanmar Politic, Vol. I, Yangon, Department of Historical Research and National Library,
Publications Committee, 2022, p. 425
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threatened to leave the Union if their demands were not met.* At the Union Cabinet meeting held
on 13 February 1962, the Constitutional Amendment Bill on the Federal Principle and the
Appointment of State Chairman was not presented to the People’s Assembly on 15 February.? On
24 February 1962, a meeting of State leaders (Proper and State) took place at the new radio
station on Pyay Road. During this seminar, Minister of State and Unity Organization Chairman
Sao Khun Cho introduced the federal principle, which received support from U Tun Myint of
Shan State.® Similarly, concerning the federal principle, a document drafted secretly by one of
the States to secede from the Union was presented to Prime Minister U Nu on 28 February 1962,
by U Kyaw Nyein, the Vice Chairman of the AFPFL. The document asserts that if the federal
principle is not implemented, the State in question will break away from the Union and align
with the SETO group.” Simultaneously, the question of whether Rakhine and Mon should
establish a separate State arose once again.’

In this way, U Nu's Pa Hta Sa (Union) government exploited the weaknesses of the
capitalist parliamentary democracy system and the immaturity of the people, causing the
Myanmar populace to deviate from the socialist path and instead look forward to the
development of the capitalist system. Ultimately, this led to the threat of the Union's
disintegration. Thus, Myanmar reached a point where it faced multiple crises due to political
corruption, economic decline, administrative misconduct, law and order failure, and lack of
security. During this period, as the Federal Principle of State separation continued, the country's
situation became the worst and most complicated. Consequently, on 2 March 1962, the
Revolutionary Council, led by General Ne Win, seized state power and continued to govern the
country under the name of the Revolutionary Council Government.

Findings
Political Instability and AFPFL Governmental Weaknesses

1. Inefficiency: The parliamentary government led by the Union Party (AFPFL) faced
significant issues of administrative inefficiency. These problems undermined public
confidence and led to political instability.

2. Factionalism: The political landscape was marked by factionalism and infighting within
the AFPFL, which weakened the government's ability to address pressing national issues
and maintain stability.

Economic Challenges

1. Economic Decline: Myanmar experienced economic decline during the late 1950s and
early 1960s. Issues such as declining agricultural productivity, rising inflation, and poor
economic management exacerbated public discontent.

! Vidhura Thakin Chit Maung, Lutlatye Yapyinauk Myanmar Pyi (Myanmar After Independence), Yangon, Bagan
Bookstore, 1969, p. 51

2 Kyaw Nyein, 2021b (iii), 217

% “Federal Mu Hswe Nway Pwegyi Sa Pyi” (The Federal Debate Has Begun), Hanthawaddy Newspaper, 25
February 1962, p. 1

* Po Kyaw San, Parliman Democracy Sanit Hnit Myanmar Naingngan (Parliamentary Democracy and Myanmar),
Yangon, Sanpya Press, 1970, p. 229

®> Dr. Maung Maung, Myanmar Naingnganye Khayee Hnit Bochokegyi Ne Win (Myanmar Political Expedition and
General Ne Win), Yangon, Bagan Library, 1968, page 423
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Nationalist Sentiments

1. Ethnic and Nationalist Tensions: The central government struggled to manage ethnic
tensions and nationalist movements, which further destabilized the country and eroded
trust in civilian leadership.

Military Motivation and Ideology

1. General Ne Win’s Ambitions: General Ne Win and the military leadership were driven
by a combination of ideological beliefs. General Ne Win’s vision of a Socialist Burma
and his dissatisfaction with the political system motivated his actions.

2. Military Doctrine: The military’s ideology, which emphasized stability and nationalism,
justified their intervention as necessary to protect the country from perceived chaos and
foreign influences.

Institutional and Structural Factors

1. Weak Democratic Institutions: The lack of strong democratic institutions and a robust
rule of law made the political system vulnerable to military intervention. The inability of
civilian leaders to address crises effectively further facilitated the taking of power.

Lessons for Democratic Resilience

1. Vulnerability of Democracies: The 1962 came to power highlights the vulnerability of
democratic systems to military intervention, especially in the face of institutional
weaknesses and socio-economic crises.

2. Importance of Governance: Effective governance and the maintenance of democratic
institutions are crucial in preventing such came to powers and ensuring political stability.

Conclusion

In Myanmar, the 1962 military rule led to significant political instability and ethnic
conflicts, driven by a combination of economic mismanagement and institutional failures. The
immediate consequence of the came to power was the dismantling of parliamentary democracy
and the emergence of military rule. Additionally, the came to power had a profound impact on
Myanmar's political, social, and economic development. An examination of these underlying
causes reveals that the came to power was not a sudden event but rather a response to a complex
interplay of national crises and the circumstances of the collapse of the Union. Understanding
these factors provides valuable insights into the challenges Myanmar faces in its pursuit of
stability and democratic governance.
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A PHILOSOPHICAL STUDY OF THE THREE NEW APPROACHES TO
AESTHETICS*
Thet Ko Win*

Abstract

This paper attempts to examine the role of the three new approaches to aesthetic study that extend
the scope of aesthetics from artwork to broader realms such as nature and everyday life. The
problem is, "Why are these three approaches important in aesthetics?" As to the research findings,
aesthetic concepts, aesthetic experience, and aesthetic objects can provide a new vision of aesthetic
study that can extend its scope to broader or better applicable realms, such as the natural,
environmental, and everyday life of people. To achieve the aim of the research, the descriptive and
evaluative methods are used. This paper is supposed to provide the proper knowledge of how the
aesthetic concept, aesthetic experience, and aesthetic object contribute to a wide range of fields,
from philosophy of art to design, architecture, urban design, digital technology, and environmental
conservation. Its interdisciplinary impact makes aesthetic study a more valuable tool for improving
both personal well-being and societal development.

Keywords: Aesthetic Concept, Aesthetic Experience, Aesthetic Object, Nature, Everyday Life

Introduction

As philosophy is a wide subject, there are different branches of it. Philosophy literally
means 'Love of Wisdom" in Western tradition which also means a pursuit of reality, the search
for truth, and the endeavor to live a good life. The study of reality and existence, exploring the
nature of being, the world, and the universe, this type of branch is called metaphysics.
Concerning the study of knowledge, its nature, sources, and limitations.Which asks, "What can
we know?" and "How do we know it?" This branch is called epistemology. Ethics, an axiological
study of morality, examining what is right and wrong, good and bad is another important branch
of philosophy. It explores how people should act and what values they should live by. Likewise,
another study mainly concerned with value judgment is aesthetics, traditionally known as the
science of sensuous knowledge or philosophy of art, which focuses on the value study of
artwork, beauty, and taste.

The study of reasoning and argument, that focuses on the principles of valid reasoning
and the structure of arguments. This type of branch is called logic. The last one is the philosophy
of X, in which X stands for many other fields of academics such as politics, science, mind,
education, law, or religion. This branch analyzes the foundational problems and conceptual
frameworks specific to any given field.

This research is mainly concerned with aesthetics since the purpose of this research is to
show that aesthetic objects which are either art or non-art are tasted and judged by using aesthetic
concepts for obtaining objective value because aesthetic experience from perceiving aesthetic
objects is fundamentally subjective in its nature. The scope of aesthetics extends beyond art to
include natural beauty and everyday experiences. It involves critical reflection on art, culture, and
nature, and considers criteria like symmetry, harmony, and balance. Aesthetics also intersects
with other areas of philosophy, such as ethics and metaphysics, by addressing questions about the
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value and meaning of aesthetic experiences. Aesthetics explores the nature of beauty, art, and
sensory experience. It asks fundamental questions such as “What is beauty?”, “How do we
perceive and appreciate art?”’, and “What is the role of taste and judgment in artistic
expression?”. However, it can be extended the scope of aesthetic questions from the three new
approaches of aesthetics such as How does scientific knowledge about nature influence our
aesthetic appreciation? What is the relationship between aesthetic value and environmental
ethics? How do we appreciate the aesthetics of everyday environments, including urban and
suburban settings? Aesthetics is intrinsically related to philosophy since it deals with
understanding human experience and understanding the world, which may be natural or cultural,
from a philosophical standpoint.

What Aesthetics is

Aesthetics is derived from the Greek word aisthetikos, meaning “sense perception.”
German philosopher E.G. Hegel (1770-1983) defined aesthetics as “Philosophy of Art”, this
definition is the most powerful and the best one. In philosophy, aesthetics refers to the study of
sensory experiences, particularly as they relate to art, beauty, and taste. It seeks to answer
fundamental questions such as: What is beauty? What is art? How do humans perceive and
evaluate artistic expressions?

Aesthetics is concerned not only with visual art but also with experiences of nature,
music, literature, and even everyday objects. Philosophers debate whether beauty and art are
objective, meaning they exist independently of human perception, or subjective, depending
entirely on the perceiver’s experience. Aesthetics has been a central topic of inquiry since ancient
times. Plato and Aristotle, two foundational figures in Western philosophy, provided some of the
earliest reflections on beauty and art. Plato believed that beauty was an ideal form, existing
beyond the physical world. According to him, art is merely a copy of reality, which itself is a
copy of the ideal forms. Therefore, Plato was skeptical about the value of art, as he felt it could
distort the truth and mislead viewers by focusing on the appearance rather than the reality behind
it.

Aristotle, in contrast, saw art as an important means of understanding and representing
the world. He introduced the concept of mimesis, or imitation, arguing that art imitates life and
that this imitation allows people to learn and experience emotions in a controlled environment.
Aristotle believed that art, particularly tragedy, plays a crucial role in purging emotions through
catharsis, providing critical thinking and emotional benefits to the viewer. In the 18" century,
Immanuel Kant further advanced aesthetic theory in his Critique of Judgment (1790). Kant
argued that aesthetic judgments are disinterested, meaning that when someone judges something
as beautiful, they do so without personal desire or practical concerns. Instead, one appreciates the
object for its own sake. Kant also suggested that judgments of beauty have a universal quality,
meaning that if something is truly beautiful, it should evoke a similar response in others, even
though individual tastes may differ.

The Subjectivity vs. Objectivity

Subjectivists argue that beauty lies in the eye of the beholder, meaning that what one

person finds beautiful, another may not. This view emphasizes personal experiences, cultural
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influences, and individual preferences in determining what is considered beautiful or artistically
valuable.

Objectivists, on the other hand, believe that beauty is a feature of the object itself,
independent of individual perception. This means that certain qualities, such as harmony,
proportion, and balance, make something beautiful, regardless of who is perceiving it.

Contemporary thinkers often propose a middle ground, suggesting that while personal
taste plays a significant role in aesthetic judgments, there may still be some universal principles
that guide our understanding of beauty.

For example, the natural human preference for balance could be considered an objective
component of aesthetic appreciation, even if individual responses to specific works of art vary.
The Three New Approaches to Aesthetics

The core key concepts of this research are three new approaches to aesthetics, namely the
aesthetic concept, aesthetic experience, and aesthetic object. Understanding the interrelation of
these three concepts can help to explore how to define beauty, how people's perception engages
with art or non-art objects, and the role of aesthetic objects in eliciting aesthetic responses.

The aesthetic concept refers to the framework or principles that define what is
considered “aesthetics.” It includes the ideas and criteria by which we judge something as
beautiful, artistic, or valuable from an aesthetic point of view.

While closely related to the philosophy of art, aesthetics also deals with responses to
natural objects and phenomena that are described in terms of beauty and ugliness. The study of
aesthetic judgment includes the principles and criteria by which we evaluate and interpret works
of art and other objects of aesthetic interest. Aesthetics considers various cultural and historical
contexts, recognizing that concepts of beauty and taste can vary significantly across different
societies and periods. Hence, it can be said that the scope of aesthetics is wider than the ordinary
thoughts of people, which usually refer to the realm of art.

Aesthetic concepts explore the nature of beauty, art, and taste, and how they evoke
emotional or intellectual responses.

In painting, aesthetic concept is associated with the use of color, form, and composition
creates visual harmony or provokes thought, such as impressionism revolves around the fleeting
effects of light and color, creating a sense of movement and atmosphere, and abstract art is
about evoking emotions and ideas through non-representational means.

In literature, aesthetic concept is associated with the use of language, rhythm, and
imagery to evoke emotions or convey profound ideas, such as romanticism, a literary
movement, emphasizes emotion, individualism, and the glorification of nature while modernism
is about breaking traditional forms to explore the complexities of human consciousness and
experience.

In Music, aesthetic concept is associated with the arrangement of sound and silence to
create harmony, rhythm, and emotional resonance, such as Pop, Rock, and Hip Hop. Some of
the most popular music globally includes pop, rock, and hip hop, which have had significant
cultural and artistic impacts and continue to evolve and find success.

In Nature, aesthetic concept is associated with the appreciation of natural forms, patterns,
and phenomena as sources of beauty and inspiration, such as sublime refers to the awe-inspiring
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beauty of nature that evokes a sense of grandeur and power while picturesque describes
landscapes that are charming and visually pleasing, often resembling a picture.

In everyday life, aesthetic concept is associated with finding beauty in ordinary moments,
objects, or routines, such as Minimalist Design that is a well-organized workspace can be
aesthetically pleasing. minimalism emphasizes reducing clutter and clean lines and essential
elements that focus on simplicity and functionally. Culinary Arts which is the presentation of a
dish, like sushi, combines taste and visual appeal.

Fine Art in Aesthetics

Fine Art refers to art created primarily for its aesthetic value and emotional power rather
than for practical function or commercial gain. Fine art pieces are generally regarded as high-
quality works that reflect deep artistic talent and are appreciated for their ability to convey
profound meaning or evoke emotional responses. Some prominent concepts of fine art are —

Cubism: Cubism breaks objects into geometric shapes and presents multiple perspectives
simultaneously. See: illustration (1)
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Ilustration (1): Pablo Picasso’s “Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon”
Source:https://www.artchive.com/artwork/les-demoiselles-davignon-pablo-picasso-1907/

Realism focuses on depicting subjects as they appear in everyday life, without
embellishment or interpretation. See: illustration (2)

Illustration (2): Gustave Courbet’s The Stone Breakers
Source: https://birsanatbirkitap.com/art/courbet-the-stone-breakers/
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Impressionism: This movement captures the effects of light and color, often with loose
See: illustration (3)

brushwork and an emphasis on the momentary.

25

Ilustration (3): Claude Monet’s “Impression, Sunrise”
Source:https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/avant-garde-france/

impressionism/a/claude-monet-impression-sunrise
Expressionism: Expressionism seeks to represent emotional experiences rather than

physical reality, often through distorted forms and vivid colors. See: illustration (4)

Illustration (4): Munch’s “The Scream”
Source:https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Edvard-Munch-The-scream-1893 figl 354657351

Minimalism: Minimalism emphasizes simplicity, using limited colors, shapes, and forms
to create a sense of order and clarity. See: illustration (5)

Ilustration (5): Sol LeWitt, Two Open Modular Cubes/Half-Off (1972) at Tate Gallery, London.
Source: https://theartling.com/en/artzine/famous-minimalist-art/
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/avant-garde-france/%20impressionism/a/claude-monet-impression-sunrise
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Conceptual art: Conceptual art prioritizes ideas over aesthetic form, often challenging
traditional notions of art. See: illustration (6)

Illustration (6): A man takes a piece of candy from "Untitled" (Portrait of Ross in

L.A.) by Felix Gonzalez-Torres
Source:https://www.felixgonzalez-torresfoundation.org/works/untitled-portrait-of-ross-in-1-a

These concepts illustrate the diverse ways in which fine art can explore and express
aesthetic values. Aesthetic concepts are subjective, meaning it depends on cultural, personal, and
historical contexts. Aesthetic concepts provide the intellectual for perceiving art and beauty,
shaping our understanding of what makes an object or experience aesthetically significant.

Aesthetic experience is a profound and often transformative encounter with art, nature,
or any object that evokes a deep sense of beauty, wonder, or emotional resonance.

Sensory engagement lies at the core of aesthetic experience. Paintings and sculptures
captivate the visual senses through their vibrant colors, intricate shapes, and thoughtful
composition. Music stimulates the auditory senses by weaving melodies, harmonies, and rhythms
into an evocative tapestry. Meanwhile, the textures and materials of sculptures or architectural
designs appeal to the sense of touch, offering a tactile dimension to the experience.

Subsequently, aesthetic experiences can foster intellectual growth and critical thinking.
Through art, individuals are encouraged to delve into interpretation, navigate ambiguity, and
embark on intellectual inquiry. This journey enhances analytical abilities while cultivating open-
mindedness and a capacity for thoughtful evaluation.

In addition, aesthetic experiences frequently mirror cultural, historical, and societal
influences, enabling individuals to gain deeper insights into diverse cultures and viewpoints.
They offer a valuable avenue for examining identity, advocating for social justice, and embracing
shared human experiences, thereby nurturing a sense of community and connection.

The aesthetic experiences of perceivers encompass emotional responses, sensory
engagement, intellectual stimulation, critical thinking, and the cultivation of cultural
understanding and social connections. Conversely, the aesthetic experiences of artists involve the
creative process, emotional immersion, intellectual challenges, and the attainment of a flow state.

These aesthetic experiences are vital for fostering emotional, intellectual, and social
growth. It bridges personal and collective experiences, stimulates creativity, enhances well-being,
and offers profound insights into cultural and existential questions.


https://www.felixgonzalez-torresfoundation.org/works/untitled-portrait-of-ross-in-l-a
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Aesthetic object is any item or phenomenon that evokes an aesthetic experience,
typically distinguished by its beauty, form, or artistic significance. This concept encompasses
various art forms—such as paintings, sculptures, music, and literature—as well as elements of
nature, like landscapes or sunsets, which inspire aesthetic appreciation through sensory
perception and emotional or intellectual involvement.

Moreover, an aesthetic object stimulates feelings of pleasure, wonder, or admiration
through its appeal to the senses or the mind, making it an object of aesthetic experience.

The three new approaches to aesthetics for its broader meaning and scope, aesthetic
concepts, aesthetic experiences, and aesthetic objects are interconnected. Aesthetic objects are
judged using aesthetic concepts, and the interaction between perceivers and the object produces
the aesthetic experience. The importance of these three approaches extends far beyond the
superficial appreciation of beauty and ugliness.

An Aesthetic Study of “Rose Apple Gatherers” Poem
20e[gadieanad
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“Rose Apple Gatherers”
July, August-rain and flood
Let's go pick the ripe rose-apple.
Hi! Take care! In thorns and mud,
That's where big, black leeches grapple.
Leeches? Pah! The hornless thing!
I'll fight snakes or serpent-kings.
Who's afraid? Let's all go now.
Come on! Come on!
Translated by G.H. Luce

In this poem, the aesthetic object encompasses both the poem as a whole and the elements
within it that are valued for their beauty or importance. Typically, an aesthetic object can be
classified into three categories: its form, its content, and its subject matter.

Form: In this poem, lines are conversational, resembling a dialogue between two or more
speakers as they prepare to gather rose-apples (coe(go8:com0d). This form reflects the casual,

energetic tone of the poem. Although the poem is not tightly bound by rhyme, it features some
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internal rhyming words (e.g., “grapple” and “apple”), which adds a playful rhythm and reinforces
the lighthearted nature of the poem. The tone is informal and adventurous. There is an element of
excitement and courage as the gatherers face natural obstacles like thorns (sepsq:3), and leeches

(e[gesmyepap). The repeated phrases like “Come on!” “ogosaguS” creates a sense of enthusiasm and

urgency, encouraging the group to move forward despite challenges.
Content: The poem captures the scene of a group of people about to gather rose-apples
during the rainy season (July and August). The conditions are tough, with thorns (sepsp:(g)) and

leeches (egpsoSepS:), but the group is determined and fearless. This sense of adventure is
highlighted through their casual dismissal of the dangers, such as leeches (egpsoSepS:) and snakes
(e[gsolk), and their eagerness to continue. The poem uses vivid imagery of the natural
environment, describing “big black leeches” (egpsadepSiod:) and “thorns (sepse:(s)).” These natural
elements create a sense of hardship and danger, yet they are not portrayed as overwhelming or

insurmountable obstacles. The poem’s conversational tone includes a humorous dismissal of
dangers like leeches (egpsadepS:(od:) and snakes (e[gsal:), showing the gatherers’ playful, fearless

attitude. The reference to leaving the “coconut cow” (sp§:condgoieco:) adds an element of whimsy,

implying that they are leaving behind their everyday comforts for an adventurous task.

Subject-matter: The primary subject matter revolves around human beings interacting
with the natural world. The gatherers are venturing into a harsh, wild environment during the
rainy season, yet they embrace the challenge with confidence and excitement. This reflects a
broader theme of the relationship between humans and nature, where danger is met with bravery.
Despite the rough conditions, the gatherers exhibit resilience and courage. The poem suggests
that life’s obstacles, whether they are physical like leeches or metaphorical challenges, can be
overcome with determination and camaraderie. The task of gathering rose-apples, a seemingly
ordinary activity, is portrayed as an exciting adventure. This conveys a deeper appreciation for
the simple pleasures in life, turning a mundane chore into an opportunity for fun and teamwork.
The form, content, and subject matter of this poem work together to create an energetic and
adventurous tone. The free verse structure reflects the spontaneity of the situation, while the
content focuses on the gatherers’ interaction with a challenging natural environment. The subject
matter highlights themes of courage, adventure, and the joy found in life’s simple tasks.
Aesthetic Concept of this poem

Beauty of Nature: The poem vividly describes the natural background, such as the rainy
season (eqeog(03:c3-heavy rain) and the ripening of the rose-apple (ooe(go8:9p3), celebrating the
beauty of seasonal change and its relationship to human life. Bravery and Adventure: This one
also emphasizes overcoming natural obstacles like thorns and mud (sepsg:gj) and leeches

(egqrp§05ep5:(03:). The idea of facing nature with boldness is central to this aesthetic concept,
suggesting that adventure is an integral part of human life.
Community and shared experience: The lines “o3cd ogeompéle) @mopop:d” emphasize

togetherness and solidarity, highlighting a collective effort. The sense of community and unity
adds to the poem’s aesthetic concepts by showing how experiences in nature are shared and
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enjoyed together. The joy and reward come not only from nature but from the shared experience
of facing challenges together.
Simplicity and detachment: The decision to leave the “coconut cow” (sp&:condgoieco:

cos3e05) can also symbolize simplicity or detachment. This aesthetic concept ties to the idea of

focusing on the experience itself (picking the rose-apples) rather than holding onto things that
may be unnecessary in the present moment. It reflects an aesthetic appreciation of minimalism.
Aesthetic Experience of this poem

Sensory Engagement: The description of “ecqecg(03:c3” (floods), “sepan:gj” (thorns), and

“egpsadepdi(od: (leeches) engages a reader’s senses; these can evoke the visualization of the rainy

season’s challenges. This sensory experience immerses a reader in the scene and makes it feel
more real.

Emotional Responses: The poem evokes feelings of excitement and determination
through its portrayal of nature's obstacles and the reader's response to bravery. The line

C 9

"elggokeoné vefo30donig05” (I'm not afraid of even snakes or dragons) reflects a bold, fearless

attitude that encourages in life.

Cultural Understanding and Social Connection: The rainy season and the tradition of
gathering fruits like rose-apple would evoke cultural memories. The poem may evoke feelings of
nostalgia and shared experiences tied to communal activities and nature’s bounty.

The poem’s depiction of a challenging but rewarding interaction with nature transforms a
mundane task into a powerful aesthetic experience. Through its imagery and tone, the poem
conveys the idea that beauty can be found in struggle and perseverance, and that adventure itself
is an aesthetic pursuit. By analyzing these elements, perceiver gain a deeper appreciation of both
the poem’s artistry and its philosophical exploration of human engagement with the world.

Conclusion

Aesthetic objects, experiences, and concepts converge to form the framework through
which individuals engage with and interpret the world of beauty, art, and expression. The
diversity of aesthetic objects, ranging from natural phenomena to human-made artifacts,
illustrates the broad spectrum of stimulate that provokes aesthetic engagement. These objects
become central to the formation of aesthetic experience, where the subjective interpretation of
beauty and emotion is enacted.

Individual aesthetic experiences are informed by personal, cultural, and contextual factors
that shape how they perceive and value aesthetic objects. Aesthetic concepts, such as beauty, the
sublime, and the picturesque, function as abstract frameworks that guide this engagement. They
serve as perspectives through which aesthetic objects are evaluated and understood, highlighting
the importance of cultural, historical, and philosophical contexts in shaping aesthetic judgments.
These concepts are not fixed but are instead dynamic, evolving as societal norms, cultural values,
and individual preferences change over time.

One key insight derived from this exploration is the relational nature of aesthetic
experiences. Rather than being confined to the object itself, aesthetic value emerges from the
interaction between the object, the individual perceiving it, and the broader context in which this
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interaction takes place. This reinforces the idea that aesthetic experience is deeply personal and
subjective, though it can be informed by shared cultural or philosophical frameworks. For
instance, while one individual may find beauty in a piece of modernist art, another may perceive
the same work as chaotic or unpleasant, highlighting the variance in aesthetic experiences.

Furthermore, the significance of aesthetic experience extends beyond mere enjoyment of
beauty or artistic value. It encompasses a wide range of emotional and intellectual responses,
from awe and wonder to contemplation and critique. The process of engaging with an aesthetic
object can lead to deep reflection on broader philosophical, ethical, or existential questions,
indicating that aesthetic experiences are not only about passive reception but also about active
interpretation and meaning-making. Throughout this paper, many have examined how aesthetic
objects, experiences, and concepts are intertwined, shaping human interactions with art and
beauty in profound ways. These elements are not isolated phenomena but are part of an
interconnected web of perception, interpretation, and appreciation. By understanding this
interconnection, man can better appreciate the complexity of aesthetic experiences and the role
they play in our lives.

Aesthetic objects provide the foundation for experiences that are subjectively interpreted
through aesthetic concepts. These experiences are influenced by individual perception, cultural
context, and philosophical ideas about beauty and art. By recognizing the dynamic interplay
between objects, experiences, and concepts, we gain a deeper understanding of how aesthetics
informs not only the appreciation of art but also people’s broader worldview. The study of
aesthetics, therefore, remains an essential inquiry into human existence, reflecting people’s desire
to find meaning, beauty, and value in the world around us. To conclude, aesthetic concepts,
aesthetic experiences, and aesthetic objects can provide a new vision of aesthetic study that can
extend its scope to broader or better applicable realms, such as natural, environmental, and
everyday life of people.
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THE ETHICAL ROLE OF PEACE IN MYANMAR SOCIETY
U Win Oot

Abstract

This paper is to examine the crucial role of peace within Myanmar society. It addresses the
question: "Why ethical norms are essential for establishing a peaceful society?" The research
highlights that Myanmar currently faces numerous challenges, including terrorism, human rights
violations, economic inequality, religious intolerance, social injustice, and oppression of
vulnerable groups. To foster peace, it is imperative for citizens to uphold and practice ethical
principles such as justice, unity, mutual trust, non-violence, duty, responsibility, and equality. The
study employs descriptive and evaluative methods to achieve its objectives, offering insights into
the concept of peace and practical approaches for its implementation in Myanmar society.
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Introduction

Throughout history, humanity has sought to comprehend the essence of existence and
establish a moral code that upholds nobility and earns respect. To reveal the true nature of human
beings, it is essential to first define the term "man™ or "human being." By understanding the
reality of life and the world, one can aspire to live a life that is virtuous, harmless, blameless,
noble, peaceful, and pure. This entails nurturing positive qualities, engaging in good deeds, and
aiding others selflessly. Conversely, failing to grasp the true nature of life and one's surroundings
inhibits the ability to achieve personal and collective growth, peace, happiness, and success.

The concept of peace encompasses both positive and negative meanings, requiring an
understanding of its various dimensions, including personal, social, national, international, and
global aspects. Together, they complement each other in creating a comprehensive approach to
peace.

Personal or mental peace pertains to inner harmony and tranquility, while social peace
relates to justice and progress within a community. National peace signifies stability, progress,
and freedom from civil disorder within a country. International peace refers to harmonious
relations between nations, while global peace denotes peaceful coexistence among all entities.

In reality, peace is indivisible and needs to be established globally for lasting stability.
The existence of peaceful societies is crucial for the survival of humanity as a whole. Thus, it’s
crucial to acknowledge both the negative dimension—the lack of violence—and the positive
dimension—promoting harmony in every sphere—when pursuing true and lasting peace
worldwide.

Inner tranquility reveals a state of unwavering calm and composure, which is attained
through embracing virtues such as kindness, empathy, leniency, temperance, humility, pardon,
non-aggression, and affection. Most of these virtues imply that "Peace involves transcending the
self* or letting go of egotism. It means that even personal peace anticipates harmonious
interpersonal relations. Nowadays, this personal peace is lacking, especially in countries
influenced by industrial consumerist culture, because it's challenging to find mental peace in our
fast-paced lives constantly affected by rapid socio-political and economic changes. In terms of
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societal harmony, no community can sustain lasting tranquility because of ongoing issues such as
extremism, joblessness, intergroup and racial tensions, political disagreements, and more.

It is clear that Myanmar, like many other parts of the world, is facing a multitude of crises
including issues related to terrorism, human rights violations, economic inequality, racial
discrimination, religious intolerance, nationalism, social injustice, poverty, oppression of
marginalized communities by the powerful and wealthy, ecological imbalance and natural
calamities. The survival of humanity and related peace issues call for adherence to fundamental
ethical principles that emphasize our freedom to choose between life and death. Additionally, it
requires active participation in decision-making and policy formation while committing ourselves
to human values and global peace.

In the modern era, people are surrounded by cruelty, torture, conflict, and violence, which
are not natural conditions but rather afflictions that must be eradicated. Ethics teaches us that
peace can be achieved by eliminating all forms of violence, such as wars, environmental
destruction, human rights violations, abuse against women and children, and exploitation and
oppression of the weak, poor, and illiterate.

All human beings share a yearning to live out their lives in peace, but they have reached
the crossroads where peaceful living and the healthy future of civilization depend upon obeying
ethical principles.

This study tries to prove that ethical norms are essential to observe and practice to
establish a peaceful society. The conception of peace has a sound moral foundation based on
some primary moral concepts such as self-realization, virtues, duty, non-violence, responsibility,
mutual trust, security, unity, wisdom, and reflective thinking, and that is not only normative but
also practical for the betterment of peace in Myanmar society.

Nature of Peace

In any case, peace has numerous other meanings beyond tranquility, including justice,
good health, safety, well-being, prosperity, fairness, security, good fortune, and friendliness.
Defining peace is not straightforward because, like most words, it carries personal connotations.
Naturally, peace has many definitions: Peace is the typical, non-conflict state of a nation, group
of nations, or the world. It is also an agreement or treaty between warring or opposing nations or
groups to end conflict and refrain from further aggression.

Peace denotes a condition of shared accord among individuals or communities,
particularly in interpersonal connections—for instance, making an effort to coexist amicably with
those nearby. Additionally, peace means the usual absence of civil unrest and violence within a
community, ensuring public order and safety. Finally, peace can refer to a mind free from
irritation, distraction, anxiety, or obsession; a state of calmness and serenity.

Kinds of Peace: Positive and Negative Peace

Indeed, discussions about peace often utilize negative terms and newly coined words to
convey the idea of peace, such as nonviolence, non-war, non-killing, and non-conflict. However,
proponents of peace argue that it should be viewed as a fundamental concept linked to
cooperation, harmony, and positive human relationships. They emphasize that understanding
peace solely in negative terms is a misconception. In the realm of peace scholarship, there is an
established emphasis on differentiating between positive peace and negative peace. The concept
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of positive peace involves ensuring fairness and equal rights across a community. Meanwhile,
negative peace focuses on the absence of violence or war but does not necessarily address
underlying systemic issues or inequalities.

Peace is often found to be making distinctions between "positive peace” and "negative
peace". Negative peace is characterized solely by the absence of warfare or violent confrontation.
The calm during an armistice is a clear instance of negative peace. Meanwhile, positive peace
involves more than just stopping violence—it includes ensuring justice for all individuals.
Positive Peace

Positive peace refers to the presence of conditions that foster harmony, justice, and
sustainable development within societies. It goes beyond merely avoiding conflict, emphasizing
the establishment of systems, attitudes, and institutions that promote equality, inclusivity, and
resilience. This concept addresses the root causes of conflict and creates an environment where
individuals and communities can thrive.

Positive peace, in essence, is about guaranteeing impartiality and equity for all
individuals. It does not solely mean the absence of violence, but also emphasizes the presence of
justice for everyone without discrimination. Positive peace represents a state where all forms of
structural and direct violence are non-existent, and social justice is equally accessible to every
individual in society. Furthermore, positive peace entails the fair distribution of power and
resources, allowing individuals to realize their true potential without encountering resistance. It
envisions a society free from discrimination, inequality, and violence; instead, built on principles
of cooperation, harmony, tolerance, and respect.

It's important to recognize that positive peace doesn't signify the absence of conflict;
rather, it acknowledges that conflict is inevitable but can be resolved through cooperative means
and addressing legitimate grievances primarily through structural reforms. Thus, positive peace
promotes cooperative efforts to achieve social prosperity.

Understanding positive peace through virtue ethics means seeing it as an ethical trait
intertwined with kindness, forbearance, and generosity. It's crucial to understand that peace isn't
simply about quietism or passive meditation; Jay McDaniel proposes the idea of “creative peace,"”
emphasizing tension and activity as individuals and cultures engage in listening to one another
while interacting constructively.

Negative Peace

Negative peace refers to the absence of direct violence, conflict, or war. It signifies a state
where overt hostilities have ceased, but it does not address the underlying causes of conflict or
promote long-term harmony. It is often seen as a temporary or surface-level form of peace. While
direct violence may be absent, structural violence is still prevalent within negative peace. This
type of peace takes a curative approach towards conflict or violence and may have been restored
without peaceful means, often involving the use of force or coercion. In a society under negative
peace, there is mutual mistrust among parties and it may also suggest that both sides are
preparing for potential violence or war.

The Role of Ethical Norms for Peace

Ethics, or morality, is often perceived as a set of guidelines that differentiate between

right and wrong actions. Alternatively, ethics can be defined as the study of behavioral norms,
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explored through disciplines such as philosophy, theology, jurisprudence, psychology, and
sociology. For instance, a medical ethicist examines and evaluates ethical standards within the
healthcare field. Additionally, ethics can be viewed as a method or framework for decision-
making and addressing complex issues. For example, when tackling a multifaceted problem like
climate change, perspectives may vary, ranging from economic, environmental, and political to
ethical. While an economist might focus on assessing the costs and benefits of climate policies,
an environmental ethicist would examine the underlying moral principles and values.

Many professions, organizations, and disciplines follow behavioral guidelines designed to
align with their specific objectives. These standards facilitate collaboration among members
while fostering public confidence. For instance, ethical codes govern practices in medicine, law,
engineering, and business. Similarly, research ethics serve to advance academic goals and
provide oversight for researchers, academics, artists, and politicians. Over time, this has
developed into an established field dedicated to examining these ethical systems.

Peace is often defined as the absence of aggression, violence, or hostility, viewed through
the lenses of both positive and negative peace. Violence, as the extreme manifestation of
aggression, encompasses harmful behaviors such as physical assaults, sexual violence, and lethal
acts. Its origins can be traced to various factors, including frustration, exposure to violent media,
domestic or community violence, and a predisposition to perceive others' actions as hostile, even
when they are not.

Violence and other forms of abuse are often understood as patterns of behavior aimed at
establishing and maintaining control over family members, household members, intimate
partners, coworkers, or individuals and groups. In any form, violence and abuse have a profound
impact on a person's health and well-being. The root causes of all violence are embedded in the
many types of inequality that persist and worsen in society. Violence and abuse are tools used to
establish and maintain power and control over others, often reflecting a power imbalance
between the victim and the perpetrator.

To achieve peace in all aspects of life, people must educate themselves and others in the
ideals of ethical conduct. Ultimately, it is humanity itself that stands as the greatest obstacle to
peace, as the choices between war and peace, progress and decline, creation and destruction, are
human decisions, not inevitable historical events. If people desire peace within their inner selves
and at every level of society, they must embrace positive qualities or virtues such as love,
kindness, self-discipline, sacrifice, humility, non-violence, forgiveness, tolerance, compassion,
gentleness, and contentment. Merely knowing about virtues is not enough; embodying them is
more important. These virtues should be evident in our thoughts, words, and actions.

At the same time, destructive traits or vices like anger, greed, arrogance, pride, excessive
ego, betrayal, and intentional harm to others must be rejected. Cultivating noble qualities and
eliminating harmful ones requires comprehensive moral training. Therefore, it is the
responsibility of moralists, philosophers, religious thinkers, social reformers, and philanthropists
to dedicate their lives to providing this kind of moral education.

Myanmar Cultural Society and the Peaceful Resolution

Myanmar boasts a rich cultural heritage and civilization that has flourished for centuries.

The unifying force that has sustained Myanmar as a nation is Theravada Buddhism, which was
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introduced during the reign of King Anawrahta of the Bagan Dynasty (1044-1077). Since then,
Theravada Buddhism has thrived in Myanmar, serving not only as a religion but also as a
fundamental way of life. Its moral teachings are deeply ingrained in the fabric of Myanmar's
society, shaping interpersonal relationships, family and community structures, as well as artistic
and cultural expressions.

Similar to other great global faiths, Buddhism promotes harmony and non-violence. "This
principle finds clear expression in the Dhammapada, the Theravadin Buddhist scripture
comprising 423 verses of practical wisdom. The fifth verse articulates:"

Hatred is never appeased by hatred in this world.
By non-hatred alone is hatred appeased.
This is an eternal law."

In Buddhist scripture, the Pali term dhamma denotes universal truth, encompassing the
Buddha's doctrines. Therefore, this verse on non-hostility relates to a core principle of the
Buddhist tradition, specifically peace and non-violence. For example, one finds in the Lokaniti,
these verses regarding getting peace of life:

One should overcome one haughty by civility, one who is bad by goodness;
a niggardly person by liberality, one mendacious by veracity?.

According to Buddhist philosophy, hostility and repulsion, much like craving and
attachment, originate from delusion. That ignorance is people’s mistaken notion of their own
permanent, independent existence. In ignorance, one sees oneself as a separate being,
unconnected with others. Blinded to one true state of interdependence and interconnectedness, it
is this basic ignorance that keeps one divided. Only practice that leads to overcoming such
ignorance will help to free one from the prisons he or she makes for himself or herself and others.

People all harbor prejudices of various sorts. There is no exception to this fact. Not one of
them is completely freed of prejudicial attitudes. People don't like certain colors or sounds;
they're annoyed by certain circumstances, behaviors, or styles of doing things. People are harsh
critics, even of themselves. Preferences and aversions are accepted as a given. Indeed, the ability
to discriminate is considered an essential part of what makes them human beings. Humanity,
distinct from all other beings, holds the gift of judgment and choice. Autonomy and the ability to
choose are regarded as basic rights. So, one might ask, what's the problem?

The issue emerges, as it so often does, when individual preferences crystallize into rigid
dogmas, when tentative beliefs ossify into unyielding truths, and when judgments of oneself and
others solidify into distorting lenses that alter all human interactions, shaping one's understanding
of self, society, and the world at large. This descent into prejudice represents a particularly
insidious form, one that perpetuates suffering and injustice for both the self and others. It
manifests in fractured relationships, whether personal or communal, in discord over religious
doctrines or territorial disputes, and in the subjugation of one group by another, depriving them
of freedom. Such occurrences mark a departure from humanity's higher potential, diminishing the
essence of what it means to embody the best qualities of human existence.
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Prejudicial attitudes and behaviors are both experienced and perpetuated by humanity on
a daily basis. For people to endure and thrive on this shared, fragile planet, it is essential to
cultivate mutual appreciation and respect, recognizing each other's humanity and striving for
peaceful coexistence. While the ideal solution may involve the global disarmament of nation-
states, such a transformation can only begin once individuals have first disarmed their own
hearts.

In reality, at people’s innermost cores, they are all the same: they are human beings who
wish to have happiness and to avoid suffering. Yet, out of ignorance, people go about seeking
these goals blindly and without insight. People live their lives seemingly oblivious to their
prejudices, even though they are right in front of their eyes. In short, People suffer because they
embrace the mistaken notion of their separateness from one another.

The illusion of separateness actively hinders individuals from recognizing the origin of
this misguided cycle. Buddhist teachings state that the moment the ideas of 'self' and ‘ownership’
emerge, so do the ideas of 'not-self' and 'not mine." In other words, when we think in terms of 'us,’
there is automatically a 'them." Once the concepts of division, distinction, and otherness enter our
minds, they continue to shape (both literally and metaphorically) all our future experiences,
decisions, and perceptions. People see the world in terms of us vs. them, me vs. everyone else,
mine vs. yours. People are immediately caught up in a world of mistaken, logically unfounded,
and seemingly uncontrollable hatred and prejudice. These dualistic divisions happen with
incredible speed and mostly go unnoticed.

The deeply ingrained nature of this false belief in separateness makes it seem
unimaginable to even consider its end. Buddhists accept that by insight, ignorance is destroyed.
Thus arises the pivotal inquiry: Is it possible to eradicate sectarian, tribal, and faith-based
animosities and biases? The solution, while affirmative, requires confronting deeply ingrained
and often subconscious patterns—a challenge of considerable complexity. But it is a task so
urgently needed in her or his current situation that it is well worth undertaking.

The dismantling of hateful prejudices begins with the recognition that one does harbor
them. Next, one must be willing to look at her or his particular prejudices with honesty and
resolve. People need to know how and why they, as particular human beings, came to harbor the
specific views they do and, through this understanding, to be willing now to replace them with
more positive views and behaviors. Lastly, People need to know that they can indeed make a
difference; that they can work together for positive change in their society and the world. Thus,
with understanding and with practice comes a softening of their rigid views. Human beings'
hearts can open and, ultimately, they can transform themselves into loving individuals and loving
neighbors; in short, into human beings at her or his best.

One cannot simply decide to love one's neighbor. Nor are there too many of them
comfortable with the notion of loving themselves. Both these injunctions call for methods to
enable them to carry them out. Yet, for most of them, it is precisely such methods that are
lacking. Throughout history, different religious and philosophical systems have tried to provide
practical guidance. One of these traditions, Buddhism, seems to offer, in fact, numerous methods
for personal transformation for anyone who wishes to tackle this most serious undertaking.
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Hatred is an acquired behavior, and the essential challenge lies in unlearning it. Similarly,
racism and racial profiling are behaviors that are taught and must be consciously dismantled.
Divisions based on ethnicity and social class are also learned constructs. Genuine understanding
arises from acknowledging the shared humanity that unites all individuals.

The cultivation of peace, kindness, and compassion in every interaction holds the
potential to create a harmonious culture of peace. However, such a transformation cannot be
achieved effortlessly. It requires unwavering commitment, perseverance, mutual collaboration,
and consistent practice over time. Individuals possess the capacity to reshape their thoughts, alter
their perspectives, and embody peace within themselves. In doing so, they contribute to the
broader realization of peace in the world. Yet, there are those who channel their mental energy
toward fostering hatred, prejudice, and division—Dbe it through racism, sexism, or other forms of
discord. When faced with the severity of the current state of affairs, those who seek change must
embrace a resolute determination to counter such negativity and commit themselves to the labor
required for peace to prevail.

The pursuit of inner tranquility through Buddhist practices, though an essential and
foundational step, is but the beginning of a larger journey. True fulfillment lies not solely in
personal serenity but in the active endeavor to extend and disseminate this peace outward. Such
an undertaking demands further dedication, intentional effort, and transformative action.

Conclusion

Achieving sustainable peace requires adept diplomacy, collective and individual wisdom,
and a steadfast dedication to nonviolence and the preservation of human dignity. The foundation
of any peace and human rights movement must rest upon the principles of "justice and equality"
for all individuals. Over six decades of armed conflict could finally conclude if political, social,
and ethnic leaders, along with their communities, abandon their war-centric mentality and
relinquish the antiquated notion of "victory." In the context of our nation, while war may secure
battles, it has never succeeded in resolving the underlying conflicts.

Legal systems in most societies are designed to govern behavior, but ethical standards are
typically broader and less formal than laws. While laws often enforce widely accepted moral
values and share similarities with ethical principles, they are not identical. Legality does not
always align with morality, and ethical actions can sometimes challenge unfair laws. Ethical
ideas can also be used to evaluate, criticize, or suggest changes to laws. Throughout the past
century, many social reformers have urged people to oppose laws they viewed as wrong or
unjust. Peaceful civil disobedience has been a method for protesting such laws and expressing
political views ethically.

There are several reasons why following ethical standards is crucial. First, norms promote
the aims of social peace, such as knowledge, truth, and avoidance of error. For example, rules
against fabricating, falsifying, or misrepresenting research data help uphold the truth and reduce
mistakes.

Second, since often ethical concepts involve a great deal of cooperation and coordination
among many different people in different disciplines and institutions, ethical standards promote
the values that are essential to collaborative endeavors - including trust, accountability, mutual
respect, and equitable treatment. For example, many ethical norms, such as guidelines for
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authorship, copyright and patenting policies, data sharing policies, and confidentiality rules in
peer review, are designed to protect intellectual property interests while encouraging
collaboration. Most researchers wish to be recognized for their work and do not want their ideas
to be stolen or revealed prematurely.

Third, ethical frameworks mandate researchers' transparency and responsibility to society
at large. For instance, Regulations addressing misconduct, conflicts of interest, human subject
safeguards, and ethical animal treatment serve a vital purpose: they enforce the social contract
between publicly-funded researchers and the citizens they ultimately serve.

Fourth, Ethical norms generate the positive feedback loops where societal trust reinforces
political peace, which in turn strengthens ethical behavior. People are more likely to support a
research project when they can trust the quality and honesty of the work.

Finally, many of the norms promote a variety of other important moral and social values,
such as social responsibility, human rights, animal welfare, compliance with the law, and public
health and safety. Ethical lapses can significantly harm human and animal subjects, students, and
the public. Thus, ethical norms are vital for maintaining social harmony.

The matters related to peaceful co-existence are not just the domain of politicians,
national leaders, and social scientists, but concern everyone. Every citizen of this global
community must recognize their responsibility. This requires adopting a fundamentally new way
of thinking—holistic thinking. It is the role of philosophers and ethical thinkers to free people
from their deep-seated superstitions, dogmas, and outdated, illogical, or irrational ways of
thinking. We must reassess and re-evaluate the relevance of traditional political and national
goals, such as patriotism and nationalism, as well as spiritual ideals like personal salvation and
self-realization.

The current global landscape demands a thorough review and reconsideration of
traditional ideas and values from a global perspective for all decision-makers—from voters to
executives, from parents to national leaders, and from national entities to international
organizations. The greatest duty of thinkers is to ensure that humanity remains the highest
priority. Therefore, it is essential to awaken the conscience at personal, national, and even global
levels. The foundations for lasting peace aren't found in diplomatic halls or philosophical
treatises, but in the marketplace, the schoolyard, the kitchen table - wherever human hearts
practice the radical act of truly seeing one another.

As globalization redefines state sovereignty, cultivating mutual trust between nations
becomes not just preferable but necessary for effective governance. Psychology informs people
that where divisibility prevails, human beings become isolated and victims of unhappiness and
misery. This truth applies to nations as integral parts of the same global system.

For a society to achieve peace, it is essential for all citizens to uphold and practice ethical
principles like justice, unity, mutual trust, non-violence, duty, responsibility, and equality. The
notion of peace is grounded in a strong moral foundation that includes key values such as self-
realization, virtues, duty, non-violence, mutual trust, security, unity, wisdom, and reflective
thinking. These principles are not only theoretical but also serve as practical guidelines for
fostering harmony and advancing peace within Myanmar society.
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FACTORS INFLUENCING THE LAND VALUES ALONG PYAY ROAD
AND KABARAYE PAGODA ROAD IN YANGON CITY™*
Aye Su Han', Yamin Aye?, Zin Nwe Myint®
Abstract

Yangon City is the commercial hub and currently inhibited by 10 percent of the total population of
Myanmar (YCDC, 2022). The population growth rate of Yangon has increased due to rising job
opportunities, which in turn led to a greater demand for housing. Accordingly, the government has
extended the area of the city by establishing new towns around the city. As such roads connecting
these new towns and Downtown of Yangon, as well as with port and airport, become important.
Among major roads, the two roads, Pyay Road and Kabaraye Pagoda Road, become important and
the land value along these roads become obviously higher as compared with other roads. Against this
background, this study aims to examine the influencing factors on land value along these two roads.
The main interests of this study are; in which parts of these two roads are highest in land value and
what are the reasons of such high land value along these two roads. Both interviews and questionnaire
surveys were conducted for data collection and analyzed using Factor Analysis and Relative Important
Index (RII) (Sridhar, 2022). The measure of sampling adequacy was also used to test the inter-
correlations among the variables. The value of land along the study area is even higher than the
average land value of Yangon City. The extremely higher land value inhibits further investment by
the foreign enterprises and they move to other ASEAN countries as Vietnam, Thailand and Laos
where the land value is relatively cheaper. In this way, the economy of the city can be encountered
by the domino effect, the chain reaction of the events.

Keywords: land value, Yangon, new towns, investment, RI1I

Introduction

Yangon was established as a modern city with grid-pattern of road in 1853, and by 1874,
it was officially designated as the downtown area. It had pass through many stages of urban
expansion through out the long period. During the last few decades, especially after 1988, due to
the changes of government policy, the area of Yangon had been dramatically increased by
establishing many new towns and industrial zones around the City. Accordingly, the urban land
use pattern of Yangon had also changed remarkably in response to the new policies. As a result,
the transportation routes become important to commute from one place to another within the city
area.

Since 1989, with the transformation of government policy from socialist economy to
market-oriented economy, government encourage foreign investments to develop state’s
economy. At that time, as Yangon has better infrastructure then other places, foreign investment
became to concentrate in Yangon and faced with lack of international standards office buildings.
To fulfil this need, investors choose privately owned large land plots along Pyay Road and
Kabaraye Pagoda Roads which have better accessibility to international airport as compared with
other places to build international standards office buildings. Such situations led to the
occurrence of mixed-use buildings along these two roads, where apartment rooms for residents,
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services activities, office rooms for business, and shopping centers as commercial complex are
included. So, investment mainly by foreign companies concentrated along these two roads and it
was the reason of higher land values as compared with other places. The emergence of mixed-use
buildings had some impact on land value (Interview, 2023).

With the continued growth of city's population and necessity of systematic urban
expansion, a comprehensive “Strategic Urban Plan of Grater Yangon Project” was introduced by
Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) in collaboration with Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) in 2013. This strategic plan redefined the previously designated
downtown area as the First Central Business District (First CBD), serving as a focal point for
large-scale urban development and infrastructural transformation initiatives. High population
concentration and traffic congestion problem of those Downtown 6 townships has been
recognized as development control area for sustainable urban development of Yangon.

In 2022, zoning principles are laid down for Yangon City based on Strategic Urban Plan
of Grater Yangon by YCDC and JICA, 2013. Besides, the government has been implementing
special development projects of ‘Second CBD’, ‘sub-CBD’ and ‘Development Promotion Area’
at certain part on these two roads. That is why the land values along Pyay Road and Kabaraye
Pagoda Road are higher than that of CBD area of Yangon City. Such information that where
foreign investors have chosen to invest and urban development project sites has strong impact on
today’s Yangon land market (Interview, 2023).

According to Land Value Theory of Alonso (1960), land value is high in area close to
CBD and low with the increasing distance from CBD. However, in Yangon City the land value
has obviously higher in areas distant from the CBD and Sub-CBD, especially along Pyay Road
and Kabaraye Pagoda Road.

Against this background, the interesting research questions are first of all, what are the
influencing factors of land value along the Pyay Road and Kabaraye Pagoda Road in Yangon?
Secondly, what are the impacts of such high land value in Yangon.

Aim

The main aim of this study is to examine the influencing factors of land value along Pyay

Road and Kabaraye Pagoda Road.
Study Area

This research will focus on the land value along Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda Roads and
the increasing importance of road transportation due to the residential expansion of Yangon City.
Pyay Road starts from Khayapin branch road of Mingalardon Township to the Thayattaw traffic
light of Lanmadaw Township, having a length of 10.39 kilometre 6.493 miles (10.39 kilometre).
Kabaraye Pagoda Road begins from 8 Mile junction of Mayangone Township to U Htaung Bo
circle of Bahan Township and it is 10.2 kilometre (6.375 mile) long. The Study along Pyay Road
and Kabaraye Pagoda Road faces serious challenges arising from variation of land values.
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Methodology

Due to necessity, both primary and secondary data are used to analyse. The primary data
were collected by field observations, open talks, questionnaire survey and secondary data were
collected from Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) and Department of Urban and
Housing Development (DUHD).

Many field observations had done on the two roads, Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda Roads,
observing the land use types along the whole road on both sides. The primary data are obtained
through structured interviews with the authorities from two main government offices (YCDC and
DUHD), real estate companies that have offices in the Yangon City area, and real estate brokers
who have experienced in buying and selling of the land plots along the two main roads. Open
talks were used with the local residents who have lived at least 5 years and above on these roads,
with those who have purchased land plots on these roads for residing or for investment and also
with those who have experience in purchasing the land in the recent past.

Applying Randomized Stratified Sampling method, questionnaires are distributed to those
who are living near the mixed-use buildings, those who have purchased land on these two roads.
There were 583 land plots along Pyay Road and 367 land plots along Kabaraye Pagoda Road.
Questionaries survey for local residents was conducted during November and December 2023,
distributing 237 questionnaires for local residents in Pyay Road and 191 questionnaires in
Kabaraye Pagoda Road. The necessary primary data are acquired through field surveys and
questionnaires, based on the calculated sample size by using the formula, n = N/1 + Ne2.
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Finally, the collected responses were analyzed through the Factor Analysis and Relative
Importance Index (RII). The RII method is extensively utilized in analyzing Likert scale research
data to identify the crucial factor. To know the perception level of the resident, Likert scale or the
5-point scale is used as measurement instrument. The 5-point scale, as mentioned below, is
simple and easy to give the relevant answer. The mean score and standard deviation of the
variables 13 items were computed by SPSS based on the 5-point Likert scale test, where 1
represents “No impact,” and 5 represents “Very highly impact.” A higher score means that
respondents were more satisfied. Based on these returned questionnaires influencing factors of
land value along Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda roads in Yangon City is analyzed.

Factor analysis (Pyay Road)

The impact level of residents is important factor for variation of land value. In order to
know the perception of resident during real estate, 13 questions related to impact level are asked.

In the assessment of impact level, 5-point Likert scales, ranging from no impact to very
high impact are employed, and based on responses to 13 variables. The variables include
transportation, neighbourhood characteristic, government policy, environmental condition and
location factor. These variables are suitable for the use of Factor Analysis.

Table 1 Factor extraction with an eigen values > 1 and total variance explained > 60.0%

Total Variance Explained

Com Initial Eigenvalues Extraction Sums of Squared | Rotation Sums of Squared
ponent Loadings Loadings
Total | % of |Cumulative |Total| % of |Cumulative |Total| % of |Cumulative
Variance % Variance % Variance %
1 [3.244| 24.950 24950 |3.244 | 24.950 24950 |2.241| 17.236 17.236
2 |1.508| 11.600 36.550 |1.508 | 11.600 36.550 |1.951| 15.008 32.243
3 1.237 | 9.514 46.065 1.237 | 9.514 46.065 1.500| 11.540 43.784
4 11.068| 8.214 54.279 |1.068| 8.214 54.279 |1.298| 9.986 53.770
5 |1.015| 7.807 62.086 |1.015| 7.807 62.086 |1.081| 8.316 62.086
6 0969 | 7.456 69.542
7 10816 | 6.280 75.822
8 |0.752| 5.782 81.604
9 1]0.632| 4.861 86.465
10 |0.543| 4.178 90.643
11 |0.487 | 3.749 94.392
12 10.393| 3.025 97.418
13 |0.336 | 2.582 100.000

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

Source: Calculation from Sample Survey data
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Principle components factor analysis was used because the primary purpose was to
identify and compute the factors underlying the impact levels of residents, real estate agents and
buyers. The initial eigenvalues showed that the first factor explained 24% of the variances, the
second factor 11%, and the third factor 9 %. The fourth and fifth factor are 8% and 7% of the
variance, respectively. The data shown in the Table 1 represent the extraction of factors with
eigenvalues greater than 1, which represented 62.086% of the variance. Over 60 percent of total
variances are sufficient criterion for the extraction factors for impact.

Scree Plot

Eigenvalue

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 " 12 13

Component Number

Figure 3. Scree Plot of 13 items of respondent' impact levels of resident’s perception on the land
value along Pyay Road
Source: Based on Table 1 (variance %)

In presenting scree plot, there were 5 factors with an eigenvalue of more than 1 are
extracted for the assessment of cut-off point of factors as shown in Figure (Scree Plot). The
purpose of the scree test is to identify the optimum number of factors that can be extracted before
the amount of unique variance begins to dominate the common variance structure’s (Hair et al.,
2006, p.120)

Table 2. Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy KMO and Bartletts’ Test

KMO and Bartlett's Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 0.701
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 529.179
df 78
Sig. 0

Source: Calculation based on sample survey data

Kaiser- Meyer- Olkin (KMOQO) method is used to determine whether factor analysis is
appropriate. If the calculated result is more than 0.5 it is suitable to use the analysis (Hair et al.,
2006). The KMO measure of sampling adequacy was 0.701 and Bartlett’s test of sphericity is (x?
= 529.179). The overall significance of the correlation matrix was 0.000. Thus, the data are
suitable for factorization as shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Component Matrix for 13 items of Impact level of resident (N= 237)

Component Matrix®

Component
1 2 3 4 5

Distance to Mixed use 0.726 -0.191 -0.054 0.059 0.080
Urban Planning Project 0.705 -0.168 0.026 -0.422 | -0.022
Distance to Work Place 0.590 0.302 -0.340 -0.003 0.353
Distance to Educational Institution 0.639 0.374 -0.045 0.107 -0.081
Relative 0.560 | -0.114 0.172 -0.128 0.138
Overpass 0.611 | -0.163 0.273 -0.442 0.005
Distance to Commercial 0.564 0.271 0.110 0.477 -0.048
Distance to Downtown -0.305 0.566 0.373 -0.083 0.230
Distance to Air Port 0.346 0.494 -0.490 0.007 -0.016
Distance to Government Office 0.265 0.098 0.766 0.229 0.172
Distance to Recreational Space 0.350 -0.445 -0.022 0.591 -0.199
Land size and shape -0.232 0.114 -0.039 0.141 0.617
Land Characteristic -0.016 | -0.561 -0.175 0.083 0.594
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

Source: Calculation based on sample survey data a. 5 components extracted.

The five components result in 62.086% of the cumulative percentage of variance,
indicating that they capture the majority of the variability in the dataset. It means that more than
50% of the variance in this model can be explained by these five generated components. Table
(3) shows the results of varimax factor rotation. The highlighted variables were significantly
loaded onto each factor (with loadings above 0.494), giving a high degree of association between
the variables and their respective factors. Factor loadings are the means of interpreting the role
each variable plays in defining each factor (Hair et al., 2006). They further recommend that
loadings in the range +0.30to + 0.40 are minimally acceptable and loadings greater than
+0.50 are generally considered necessary for practical significance.

The five factors are as follows: neighbourhood factors (Factor 1), transportation factors
(Factor 2), government factors (Factor 3), environmental factor (Factor 4), and locational factors
(Land factors) (Factor 5). These factors explained 62.086 % of the total variance. Neighbourhood
Factors (Factor 1) were related to site's attraction due to neighboring facts. This factor accounted
for 24.95% variance out of a total variance of 62.086 %, with significant factor loadings greater
than (0.560) across seven variables: distance to Mixed-use areas (0.726), presence of urban
planning project (0.705), distance to workplaces (0.590), distance to educational institution
(0.639), relative's proximity (0.560), Overpass (0.611), and distance to commercial (0.564).
Transportation Factors (Factor 2) were associated to site's attraction due to accessible facts.
transportation. This factor dealt with the two factors, including distance to downtown area
(0.566) and distance to airport (0.494). This factor explained 11.6% of variance with significant
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factor loadings greater than (0.494). Government factor (Factor 3) contained one item, including
distance to government office (0.766). This factor explained 4.17% of the variance. Environment
Factor (Factor 4) included one item. This is distance to recreational space (0.591). This factor
explained 8.214% of variance. Location Factors (Factor 5) were related to site’s attraction due to
the land use type. This factor accounted for 7.807% variance. This factor consisted two items,
including land size and shape (0.617) and land characteristics (0.594).

Relative Importance Index for Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda Roads

The thirteen different factors were identified through a detailed literature review and
interviews with real estate agents. Of the results derived from Factor Analysis, to identify the
most dominant that affects the land value along the two main roads, RIl method is applied and
these factors were categories into 5 major categories (1) Neighbourhood Factors (2) Government
Factors (3) Transportation Factors (4) Environmental factors (5) Location factors. The five points
Likert scale was framed to capture the perspective of local resident respondents, with the
following options: no impact, little impact, moderate impact, high impact, and very high impact.

Initially a covering letter was followed by 5 sections corresponding to 5 major categories
and the last section gathered demographic details of the respondents such as age, gender,
experience in the field, number of transactions taken part and the type of stake holder. The RII is
used to determine the relative importance among the factors using the formula.
Axr)+2xr2)+(3xr3)+ (4 xrd)+ (5 xr5)

(5 x (r1+r2+r3+r4+r5))

Where, rl is the number of the respondents who have given no impact ratings for a factor.
r2 is the number of the respondents who have given little impact, for a factor r3 is the number of
respondents who have given moderate impact, for a factor r4 is the number of respondents who
have given high impact and for a factor r5 is the number of respondents who have given very
high impact ratings for a factor.

Then, the RI1 is determined for each factor using the given formula. Thus, to highlight the
reliability, impact level of a residents, investors and real estate agents on the land value along
Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda roads. The 13 different factors were categorized into 5 major
categories were identified through a detail literature review and interviews with respondents.

Relative Importance Index (RII) =

Table 4. Total respondents’ results of Land Value (N-237)

Respondents rating

Category Factor Considered
Rl | R2 | R3 R4 R5

Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Mixed use 7 25 58 | 139

Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Urban Planning Project 14 | 26 53 | 135

Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Educational Institution 59 | 78 57 38

8
9
Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Work Place 6 | 16 | 49 | 126 | 40
5
7

Environmental Factor Distance to Recreational Space 47 | 68 59 56

Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Commercial 25 | 39| 35 49 89

Neighbourhood Factor | Overpass 13 | 48 | 78 67 31
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Respondents rating

Category Factor Considered

R1| R2| R3 | R4 | RS
Location Factor Land size and shape 11| 73| 76 45 32
Transportation Distance to Downtown 17 | 53 | 87 56 14
Neighbourhood Factor | Distance to Government Office 49 | 64 | 68 39 17
Location Factor Land Characteristics 24 | 79 | 68 48 18
Transportation Factor Distance to Air Port 35 | 87 | 59 36 20
Neighbourhood Factor | Relative 51 | 41 | 48 58 39

Source: Field Observation

Table 9. Total Respondents Results of Land Value factor (N — 191)

. Respondents rating
Category Factor Considered
R1/|R2 | R3| R4 | R5
Neighbourhood Factor Distance to Mixed use 32 | 59 93
Neighbourhood Factor Urban Planning Project 26 | 68 89
Neighbourhood Factor Distance to Educational Institution | 20 | 33 | 31 | 38 69
Environmental Factor Distance to Recreational Space 41 | 53 | 50 41
Neighbourhood Factor Distance to Work Place 11 | 45 | 108 | 24
Neighbourhood Factor Overpass 12 | 44 | 65 | 50 20
Location Factor Land size and shape 63 | 53 | 42 28
Neighbourhood Factor Distance to commercial 44 | 66 | 46 30
Transportation Distance to Downtown 13|43 | 79 | 42 14
Government Factor Distance to Government Office 34|38 |45 | 45 29
Location Factor Orientation of Land 21| 62 | 42 | 30 20
Neighbourhood Factor Relative 46 | 56 | 53 | 23 13
Transportation Factor Distance to Air Port 30|62 | 44| 35 20
Source: Field Observation (2023)
Table 5. RI11 of the factors affecting land value Pyay and Kabaraye Pagoda roads
RII % RII %
Rank Category Factor Considered (Pyay (Kabaraye
Road) Pagoda
Road)
1 |Neighbourhood Factor  |Distance to Mixed use 0.86 0.85
2 |Neighbourhood Factor  [Urban Planning Project 0.84 0.84
3 |Neighbourhood Factor  |Distance to Work Place 0.74 0.70
4  [Neighbourhood Factor  [Distance to commercial 0.71 0.68
5 |Neighbourhood Factor  |Overpass 0.69 0.65
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RII % RII %
Rank Category Factor Considered 1(11:)):1); (Ii)zl;i;age

Road)
6 |Neighbourhood Factor  |Distance to Educational Institution 0.65 0.62
7  |Environmental Factor Distance to Recreational Space 0.64 0.74
8 |Location Factor Land size and shape 0.61 0.63
9 |Neighbourhood Factor  |Relative 0.60 0.59
10 |Transportation Factor Distance to Downtown 0.59 0.60
11 |Location Factor Land Characteristics 0.56 0.56
12 [Transportation Factor Distance to Air Port 0.53 0.49
13 |Government Factor Distance to Government Office 0.52 0.55

Source: Calculation based on sample survey data

The presence of one factor from neighbourhood categories and two factors show
government that these are two important categories influencing the land value. The ranking of
factors under each category is represented in table 5. In the neighbourhood category, distance to
mixed use (RIl = 0.86) and Urban Planning Project (0.84) are the important factors influencing
the land value along the Pyay Road. The study results illustrate that the distance to the mixed use
and urban planning project are the influence factor of the essential criterion of the value of land
along the Pyay Road. The land value gradually decreases as the distance from the mixed use.
These findings are the notable observations of the study, which point out the impact of the
surrounding development on the land value.

The relative importance index ranking method was followed to determine the relative
importance of the factors. The resident perception was captured through a questionnaire survey,
and the RII ranking method was applied to the collected responses. The most significant factors
affecting the land value along the Pyay Road were determined to be the neighbourhood and
government categories related factors. Within the two categories, the most important factors are
distance to mixed use (RIl = 0.86), urban planning project (RIl = 0.84). The property investors
should consider the extent of urban development of the surroundings and the future development
prospectus while making investments. The research findings can help researchers and
professionals in the domains of real estate investments, urban planning, local urban bodies,
property evaluators, in their respective decision-making. The identified important factors can be
utilized further in modelling of land prices.

The ranking of factors under each category is represented in table. In the neighbourhood
category, distance to mixed use (RIl = 0.85) and urban planning project (RI11=0.84) is the
influencing factor of land value along Kabaraye Pagoda Road. In the transportation category,
distance from downtown (RIl = 0.59), distance to airport (RIl = 0.53) are the critical factors. Th